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AUTHENTIC
O LIVET NAZARENE U M V tR S IT Y

authentic:

(adj)

a u th e n tic
adjective

tru e to one's o w n person ality, spirit, o r c h a r a c te r

"you

show

t h a t y o u ar e a letter f r o m

C

h r is t

DELIVERED BY US,

WRITTEN NOT W IT H INK
BUT W IT H THE SPIRIT OF THE LIVING C O D ,
N O T O N TABLETS OF STONE
BUT O N TABLETS OF H U M A N HEARTS.”
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o r in t h ia n s
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AUTHENTIC
There w as som ething ab ou t the people here,
Som ething real. Som ething beautiful.
Som ething seen in the m om ents o f com p le te authenticity.
W h e n w h a t w e thought, w h a t w e said, and w h a t w e did aligned.
W h e n w e could love w ith divine love, serve w ith selfless hearts, and sacrifice w ith w illin g spirits,
because w e w e re rooted.
In deep belief. In word. In truth.
And no one w as perfect. W e w e re all tryin g to figure it out. A nd w e messed up. A lot.
But s o m e h o w w e w e re m et in those im perfections.
W ith unconditional love. Grace. Freedom.
Turning points.
From the fo o t o f the altar to the cro w d e d coffee shops,
w e experienced m om ents that left us changed people.
Sincere. Spirit-filled. Sourced.
W e shared our w eaknesses and found strength. W e w e re n 't afraid to face the hard things,
to cry in our pain and be filled w ith the p o w e r o f the gospel.
W e had purpose. Mission. Hope.
Because w e had the Spirit. And in the Spirit w e w e re given the desire and the p o w e r
to live fo r som ething so m uch bigger than ourselves.
It w as this Spirit w h o made us true to w h o w e were.
W h o fueled us to refle ct a love th a t w as
—Genuine. Real. Authentic.

D e d ic a t e d
S pencer
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C ook
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omeone w ho was tru ly authentic. As our staff discussed

potential nominees for the dedication of the Aurora, we
decided to honor someone who really embodied authenticity
and sincerity. So many incredibly genuine people work for
Olivet, and as we considered them all, it became nearly
impossible to choose. However, at the mention of the C ook’s,
the room was brought to an immediate consensus. Although
our staff consisted of students from a variety of backgrounds,
their powerful reaction made evident the true impact that
Spencer and Ashley have had on their lives and on the lives of
so many others. After sharing our stories and speaking to the
incredible influence the couple has had on O livet’s campus, we
made the unanimous decision to dedicate our hard work and
efforts to them, in gratitude for the hard work and efforts they
have dedicated to the students of this university.
For us, the C ook’s exemplify true authenticity and we desired
that everyone would see their genuine spirits. I sat down with
Spencer and Ashley to learn more about their time at Olivet
and their hearts for the students on campus.
Their Grand apartment is cozy and inviting, and as we are
talking several residents stop in to say hello. Bright string lights
decorate the ceilings, and the vibrantly painted walls speak
to the fun and open personalities of the couple in front of me.
As I sit down on the couch I know that this is a place where
many have come to seek the wisdom and counsel of these
two, myself included. Pulling out my notebook, I start by asking
them to share why they were here at Olivet and what the
school had meant to them throughout their lives.
“We're just here for the food,” Spencer joked, and we shared a
laugh before Ashley answered more seriously.
“This is what I would say, Olivet is our home,” she began as
Spencer enthusiastically agreed. “We basically grew up here.”
Both Cooks lived in Bourbonnais, started dating in high school,
and attended Olivet together. They joked that they were truly
an “Olivet” couple, as Chaplain Mark Holcomb officiated their
wedding in Kelly Prayer Chapel, and Joey Ramirez provided
the music. As they shared the foundation and support system
Olivet has been throughout their lives it became more evident
to me how invested they both truly re in this place and in the
people here.
“The relationships w e ’ve made here are everything,” Spencer
said. “They are the most important thing. T hey’ve been a
source of joy and we w ouldn’t trade them for anything.”
As I ask about their favorite memories, they launch into
stories about inflatable hot tubs in the Chapman hallways and
snowball fights in the Parrot bathrooms.
“One of our favorite memories has to be Spring Break of
Ashley’s freshman year,” Spencer said. “She had just been
through the RA application process and was too excited to wait
for the letter. We came onto the empty campus somehow got
into the building, and saw that there was in fact a letter. She
rips it open to read that she was going to be an RA in Parrott
Hall. That for us was the start of a huge adventure.”
They shared that Ashley went on to RA for three years, and
Spencer w ent on to RA for two years. After that, they loved the
ministry so much they devoted them selves to it professionally.
Spencer became an RD for three years and this past year was
Ashley’s third year.
“ It’s remarkable to think about the amount of students that
w e’ve interacted with collectively through Res Life,” Spencer
said. Ashley agreed that it was a huge number of students, but
that Christ had continually worked in their ministry,
“The Lord has showed us through everything that he is real,
present and active,” Ashley said. “ In the midst of his reality and

presence, he is faithful -w h e th e r we see it or not.”
We began to talk about the authenticity of Christ, and the way
in which he calls us to be authentic with others.
“I think authenticity is incredibly important,” Ashley said. “That’s
where hurts are shared, that’s where joys are shared.”
“ If yo u ’re not being authentic, w hat’s the point?” Spencer
added. “Anything that you gain, anything that you do, it’s all
worthless. When I came to Christ I was 15, and it was the
single biggest change in my life because I began to figure out
that my identity was in Him.”
The couple shared the struggles they’ve had with authenticity
and the ways they have overcome and seen others
overcome the desire to be approved of, rather than genuinely
themselves.
“ I think it brings freedom ,” Ashley said. “Sometimes you feel
trapped trying to be something you’re not. When you are
authentic with someone you sometimes see that you’re not the
only one going through something. You might as well be real.”
Spencer agreed. “ It’s the first gift you can give anyone else -to
be genuinely, authentically yourself with them .”
This is a gift that the Cooks have given me, and so many other
students on campus.
“W e’ve had the incredible opportunity to rejoice with those who
are rejoicing and mourn with those who are mourning,” Ashley
said. “W e’ve walked with people in the midst of powerful, super
happy moments and in the midst of pain, vulnerability, doubts
and fears.”
Both Spencer and Ashley become emotional as they reflect
on the spiritual weight of caring so deeply for hundreds of
souls. Committing them selves to the ministry together, they
have devoted themselves to knowing and praying for each and
every one of their residents, sharing their joys and also their
burdens. The room falls silent for a minute and in the silence
I can feel the tangible heartbreak and passion they have for
the broken and the hurting people who have been brought
into their lives. The couple tears up as they share the ways in
which the Lord has furthered the kingdom at Olivet through
incredibly deep and real moments almost too profound for
words. I tear up too, thinking of the influence they have had on
so many lives and in my own life. Their passion has pushed
me to more passionate, their compassion and servitude
challenged me in ways I cannot begin to comprehend. As I
closed my notebook, it became overwhelmingly evident to
me that the Holy Spirit has continually done an amazing work
through Spencer and Ashley on this campus. As I left their
apartment that night, I could not have been more affirmed
of our choice to dedicate the book to these two incredible
servants of Christ, who have dedicated their lives in service to
Him and His mission to love others with a radical, passionate,
and completely authentic love.
-w ritten b y Kate K ettelkam p

DR. JOHN BOWLING
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ESSEQ U AM VIDERI
No, this is not an eye-test. Although this may seem like a random selection of letters, it is actually a
Latin phrase which first appeared in C icero’s essay “On Friendship,” written in 44 B.C. Translating Latin
phrases has become a bit of a social phenomenon that shows up in such random places as casual
conversation, carpe diem - “seize the day,” in advertising, caveat emptor - “buyer beware;” on coffee
cups, vox populi — “the voice of the people;” in works of literature, amor vincit omnia - “love conquers
all;” or inked on flesh as a tattoo semper fidelis - “always faithful” or errare humanum est - “to err is
human.”
Of course, not all Latin phases are profound. For example, there is the bumper sticker, sona si Latine
loqueris - “honk if you speak Latin.” When I honked, the fellow flashed a hand gesture in my direction!
It must have been a borrowed car.
The phrase that came to mind when I learned that the theme for this year’s Aurora was “Authentic”
was esse quam videri, which means “to be rather than to seem.” This call is embedded in the Olivet
educational process, which calls for authenticity in every aspect of life: academically, socially, and
spiritually.
At ONU, we are convinced that “being” precedes doing. Our mission statement underscores this thought
by stating that the first of three core pillars of our work is “personal developm ent.” The aim of an Olivet
education is for each student to be the best person he or she can be.
The broader culture has a tendency to invert this idea of esse quam videri. In fact, those who are
particularly observant, may have noticed that when television personality, Stephen Colbert, was doing
his faux news show, “The Colbert Report,” he was seated in front of a fireplace that bore the inscription
Videri quam esse - “to seem, rather than to be.” That was exactly what he was doing, he seemed to be
a genuine serious reporter, when in reality he was not.
Flow like our society at large; we are obsessed with appearance rather than substance. The lives of
many are like the Main Street of the old western movies. As the main character walked down those
streets the camera would pan to reveal shops, saloons, businesses, hotels and offices bustling with
activity. But if one was to visit those sets and walk behind the fagade, he or she would see that the
appearance was an empty promise. It was all for show.
A high quality Christian education re-centers the focus on being, rather than simply seeming to be. This
is expressed in the university’s value proposition: “We believe higher education ought to have a higher
purpose.”
At Olivet, students do more than take courses and accumulate credits - they get an education! They
learn and learn how to learn. They are challenged to be wise as well as knowledgeable.
Although we don’t teach Latin at Olivet, we do teach and foster the development of men and women
who will “be” all that God has created them to be. This kind of learning happens in classrooms, chapel
services, service projects, internships, athletic competition, residential life and a hundred other venues.
At every corner of the campus, students are challenged and encouraged esse quam videri, to be, rather
than seem to be.
Soli Deo gloria
Dr. B.

A U T H E N T IC UNIVERSITY PRESIDENT
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ADMINISTRATIVE TEAM

D r . Jo h n C . B o w l in g
U niversity P resident
D r . B rian A llen
V ice P resident for I n s t it u t io n a l A d v a n c e m e n t
D r. C a r o l M a x o n
V ice P resident for A c a d e m ic A ffairs
D r. D o u g la s E. P erry
V ice P resident for F in an c e
D r . Ryan S pittal
V ice P resident for S trategic Ex p a n s io n
D r . W alter " W o o d y ” W ebb
V ice P resident for S t u d e n t D evelo pm en t
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AD M IN ISTR ATIVE TEAM

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Jo h n C . B o w l in g - P resident

R ev . C ary C able

M r . D o u g la s Jones

R ev . P hilip R ogers

D a v id R o l a n d - C h a ir m a n

R ev . B ill C lark

D r . Ja m e s K raemer

M r . G alen S c a m m a h o r n

R o n B lake - V ice C h a ir m a n

M r . L an c e D elbridce

M r . M ichael L ingle

M rs . C heryl S ey m o ur

M ar k L. H ostetler - S ecretary

R ev . C hris D e M ott

R ev . L in d a L o u d e r m il k

M rs . C heryl S h e r w o o d

M rs . D ar c y D ill

R ev . Ja c k M c C o r m ic k

R ev . S co tt S h e r w o o d

M r. D a n A c a n

R ev . K evin D o nley

M rs . C y n d i M c D o n a l d

M r . W illiam S hotts

R ev . Jim B allenger

R ev . S h a w n Ev a n s

D r . L arry M c K a in

M r . E ric S m ith

R ev . D a v id B artley

D r . M ar k F leschner

M r . S tu M eissner , J r .

R ev . T im o t h y S m ith

M r . M ar k B ennett

R ev . Jim F rye

R ev . R a n d y O w e n s

R ev . T revor S tanley

D r . R o n a l d B lake

D r . W . G len G a r d n er

R ev . C arry Pate

R ev . L isa U lrich

M r . S teve B oggs

D r . K eith E. G rove

M r . M ar k P en n in g to n

R ev . B en W alls

D r . S teven B o h a l l

M r . F red H ar d y

M r . Jerry P o lm o u n t e r

M r . D ennis W illia m s o n

M rs . K aren B o ntr ag er

M r. D ale H a w k in s

R ev . M ic h a e l Postell

R ev . D a n ie l W ine

M r . R alph B rig ht

R ev . W ill H a w o r t h

R ev . R ob P rince

R e v . L lo yd B rock

D r . E d H eck

M rs . Jill R ice

D r . C ary H enecke

M r . K en R oat

AUTHENTIC BOARD OF TRUSTEES
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If I had to give som eone
advice it w o u ld be to
spend tim e and m oney
on experiences and
relationships w ith others
rather than m aterial things.
W e alw ays rem em ber
our experiences and
relationships over all else.
-B ennet S chim m elpfennig

Trust in Jesus w ith everything,
absolutely everything. The
Lord has surpassed all o f
m y expectations, and that
ju s t proves He is faithful.
The one m ajor life changing
experience in m y life is w hen
m y sister w as killed by a
drunk driver, N ew Years Eve
2 0 0 9 . I alw ays believed in
Jesus but it w as m y sister’s
death that bro ug ht me to
have an actual relationship
w ith m y savior. I w o u ld not
redo anything in m y past,
because I tru ly believe that
Cod takes all o f the broken
pieces, all o fth e hurts, and
the scars and turns them
around. He uses them fo r
good. M y past and losing m y
sister has helped me be able
to m inister to people and
connect w ith those w h o are
hurting. M y past allow s me
to talk about the redem ptive
w o rk o f Jesus. Not to m ention
find in g Jesus changed
the tra je cto ry o f m y life
com pletely. See, w h en I look
back at m y life so far, I see all
o fth e dark parts, but I also
see h o w Cod has show n light
through those painful rough
patches. Pain, suffering, and
struggle leads to the beautiful
renew al through a Cod w h o
tru ly is alive.
-G abriella Mejia

As I've g ro w n in faith
I’ve realized tha t jo y is an
em otion m uch m ore spiritual
than sim ple happiness or
pleasure. Joy is finding delight,
contentm ent, and assurance
in the fact that w h e th e r bad
o r good, every aspect o f
life is in Cod's hands. Joy is
choosing even w h e n you
are going through a painful
experience, to praise Cod and
find rest in him. W h a t brings
m e jo y is honestly seeing Cod
w o rk through those around
me. It’s one o fth e greatest
experiences, being able to see
d iffic u lt situations transform
people because o f th e irjo y filled and faithful hearts.
-O livia Ruhberg

If you 're too busy
tryin g to be som eone
else, y o u 'll never be
able to be w h o Cod
created you to be.
Yourself.
-R o b b y Harjo

WELCOME HOME

M

ove

In D

ay

ew things can parallel the excitem ent of freshman
move-in day. Teaming up to welcome the new students
to campus, Resident Assistants, Connections Mentors,
Student Am bassadors, ROTC, ASC members and other
campus leaders helped the freshmen move into their new
home away from home.
“ It was awesome to see that they were so excited to be
here,” said spiritual Life leaders Katy Maurer and Jessica
Putnam, “just like we w ere.”
Each of the freshmen came to campus with a unique story
of how they ended up at Olivet. On this day, older students
watched as the new students’ stories began to intertwine
and become a part of each oth e r’s, just like theirs did when
they moved in.
“When I moved in as a freshman, I was excited to start the
year,” said sophmore Lauren Matson, who helped many
freshmen move into their new rooms. “Today, I felt like I
saw a lot of myself in them as they started their new year.”
Many freshmen spoke of the excitement of ending one
chapter of life and starting a brand new one in an unknown
place, with people who start off as strangers but might soon
become like family.
“I’m kind of excited to get to meet new people,” said
freshman Jacob Clark. “And have a fresh start to be who I
want to be."

F

Although the day has plenty of anxious moments and
tearful goodbyes, the upperclassmen assured the freshmen
of the exciting journey to come.
“I came in as a freshman really confused,” said Danielle
Maranion, who served as an RA on Parrott 3rd Floor. “But
now all I am is excited because I know what is ahead of
them .”
The RAs had the chance to finally meet the young men
and women they had been praying for all summer and
help them move in their new dorms. Long before the 22nd
arrived, preparations were made so that everything would
go smoothly on that day.
“I have been here since August 5th for early move in,” said
W illiams RA Jessica Emmons. “ I’ve been putting up artwork
and asking God to lead me in my selection of the floor’s
theme for this year.”
The freshmen were given the word “Empowered” to
represent them as a class.
“ I think it will give them confidence,” said upperclassman
Kayla Albrecht. “And remind them that they can do
much more than they realize. In all the new things,
“Empowerment” will hopefully be inspiring to this class of
students.”

“ I A M EXCITED BECAUSE I K N O W W H A T IS A H E A D
OF T H E M ”

LIFE
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KICKIN' IT OFF
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BLOCK PARTY

B lo ck Pa r ty
ith giant inflatables, carnival food stands, and a high-energy
crowd, the annual block party had the student body in high
spirits as they had a chance to reconnect with their friends at the
start of the school year. For the freshmen, after a crazy week of
move-in and their first college classes, the festivities with fun, food,
and fantastic games came as a welcome end to their week.
“I think having the block party this early in the semester really
helped,” said Dr. Blanchette, professor in the School of Theology
and Christian Ministry, who has attended the block party every
year since he began working at Olivet. “ Everyone was excited to
meet new people, and it was a good time to connect. I hope the
freshmen felt like this is a fun place, and that they were glad to be
here. They might have been a little overwhelmed, and this was
probably not what they expected -in a good way."
As a large group of students break out into the “W hip” in the middle
of the field house, junior Grace King, who is a member of ASC,
agreed that the freshmen were probably feeling overwhelmed.
“But it was such a great opportunity for students to come together
and debrief after the first week of classes,” King said. “ It was fun to
see all of the students have a good tim e.”
The cotton candy and cold snow cones tasted even better to the

W

students after intense obstacle course races and games of twister.
“ It was so much fun,” said freshman Nathan King. “ It was good that
there were events like this at the beginning of the year to engage
freshmen and kick off the school year.”

It

w as

s u c h a great o p p o r t u n it y

FOR STUDENTS TO COME
TOGETHER A N D DEBRIEF AFTER THE
FIRST W E E K OF CLASSES”

A U T H E N T IC LIFE
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BACK TOGETHER
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O l l ie s F o l l ie s A t h l e t ic C o m p e t it io n
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AT H LE T IC C O M P E T IT IO N

ellowship, sportsmanship, and community. As bonfires lit up
and s’mores were made, the Athletic Competition kicked off the
school year, and a reunited fam ily could be seen across the field.
“The opening for Nascar every season is the Daytona 500,” said
emcee and host of the games Matt Smith, in his eighth Ollies
Follies. “ It’s the biggest thing they do. I think Ollies Follies is the
biggest thing we do. It just sets the tone for the rest of the school
year. I love seeing students coming together and having the
freshmen feel com fortable.”
Although soccer, baseball, frisbee, football and volleyball drew
students to the Intramural fields, fellowship seems to be the core
reason why this tradition is still alive and well.
“The thing about Ollies Follies is the fact that while it’s a huge
competition, it brings unity to our cam pus,” said Michaela Maris,
senior and Vice President of W om en’s Residential Life. “I really
want to see that upheld in the coming years.”
Students had the chance to compete, reunite with old friends and
meet new ones.
“I thought it was a blast having people all come together to meet
new people and to have them play gam es,” said freshman soccer
player Joshua Woodard. “Everyone was very supportive, and

F

people wanted you to get involved.”
The Athletic Competition kicked off the exciting Ollies Follies triad,
setting the stage for the Wacky Games and the Variety Show.
“As we look back on our life at Olivet, we see friendships, pictures,
memories, and snapshots—a big part of them are from Ollies
Follies,” Maris said.

“W

h il e i t ’s a

huge

COMPETITION, IT BRINGS UNITY
TO OUR CAM PU S.”

A U T H E N T IC LIFE
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LET THE GAMES BEGIN
O

llies

F o llie s W

s hundreds of white balloons filled the sky, the
senior class gave a breathtaking finale to their
grand entrance, letting students know this night
would be one to remember. As one of the most
beloved traditions at Olivet, the Wacky Games did
not fail to make a lasting impression, especially for
the senior class.
“After we released the balloons it hit me,” said
senior Alissa Homoelle. “Wow, it’s really senior
year. When we were freshmen the Wacky Games
set the tone for what our experience at Olivet
would be like -fu n and exciting. Coming full circle
to senior year, we have lived and experienced this
night together for the past three years, and this
year was our last time. Realizing that just made for
a really special moment and an exciting start to the
year.”
In another twist to the night, after the much
anticipated games like Tug of War and Tubes were
finished at Matt Smith announced there would be
one last game. In Sm ith’s introduction of the Fish &
Egg Game he said, “this is a resurrected game that
we played when I was a student here, and we're
going to try it tonight to see what you think of it.”

A

W A C K Y GAMES

acky

G

ames

His call to action brought 24 com petitors from each
class to the battle field. The premise of the game
was as follows: a girl with a rubber fish rode on the
back of a guy with an egg taped to his forehead.
She used the fish to smash the egg taped to the
head of opponents. The class that finished the
round with the most intact eggs won that round.
The fast-paced explanations and resulting chaos
left some, like sophomore Rachael DeGraff, “very
confused” and strategizing for the hopeful return of
this formerly popular game.
“ It was a lot of fun to be a part of,” said sophomore
Taylor Coble. “I wish we could have used real fish
like they used to.”
W hile the game did not get quite as much
enthusiasm from the student body as the legendary
game of T u b e s ’ did, students believed that next
year could be a different story.
As the games came to a close, the freshmen
took last place, the juniors third, the sophomores
second, and the seniors rightfully took home
the overall win -th e perfect ending for their
#onuonelasttime.

t jN t V / A .

A SHOW TO REMEMBER

O

T

he power of expression. The concept of
releasing the essence of self through a form

of art. It can create a burst of laughter or strike
a chord in the heart. The Variety Show did all
this and more as the classes came together
to showcase their phenomenal talents, the
freshmen going “By Land” , the sophomores
“By Space”, the juniors “By Sea” and the
seniors “By Air”. Undoubtedly, the senior class
made the night truly unforgettable with their
unprecedented emotional performance “Time
Flies". All agreed, the senior’s performance left
the biggest impression that night, as it captured
the class of 2016 ’s past three years together.
“The seniors did an incredible job of articulating
the Olivet culture through their eyes,” said the
show’s co-host Spencer Cook. “They told the
story of Olivet; they shared the narrative by
going back through the past few years in an

llies

Fo llie s V

a r ie t y

S

h o w

emotionally convicting way,” Cook said.
Many creative minds were behind this
sentimental production, and the message that
they wanted to portray was astounding.
“I think the biggest thing, especially with
Ollies Follies, is that it is such a celebration of
community,” said senior Brandon Maranion.
“Our show was a big testament to that. As I look
over these three years and see all the different
experiences that I had, I see this common
thread of genuine, authentic comm unity that
has really instilled this confidence in myself to
do the things that I love and to take part of the
passions that I want to take after,” Maranion
said.
Community. Such a fam iliar word that has been
used to describe the purpose that Ollies Follies
brings.
“A lot of people say that Olivet is a bubble, and

that we are preparing to send you out into a
world that is 100% different,” said senior Joe
Mantarian. “And while I think that may be true,
I think that we are also living in a community
where we can take what we have learned here
and plant this somewhere else.”
The Variety Show provided a perfect wrapup to the Ollies Follies events, and reminded
everyone to cherish these times because they
truly did fly.

“ I SEE THIS C O M M O N
THREAD OF
GENUINE, AUTHE N TIC
c o m m u n it y

”

ENTIC LIFE
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ON FULL BLAST
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COLOR RUN

“W

e really p u m p e d

up th e

C R O W D A N D T O O K IT TO NEXT
LEVEL. I t W A S AM P E D .”

R ec C

ity

C

olor

R

un

n the morning of the Color Run, hundreds of students showed
up wearing white t-shirts, white sunglasses, and white
bandanas -b u t not for long. As the 5K runners took off, they took
on the challenge of running 3.2 miles, all while being splashed with
different colors along the way. The atmosphere was amped and
from start to finsih Rec City kept the party on full blast.
“I loved the color run,” said junior Jessica Johnston. “The best part
was the adrenaline rush when passing through each station and
getting covered in the color powder.”
The decision was made to shift from the annual Paint Wars event,
to alternating Paint Wars and the Color Run each year.
“I am thrilled that we made the Color Run a bigger event on
campus,” said junior Maddie Buseth. “ It was a great event for the
Rec Center, and you could tell everyone really enjoyed it.
From competitive running, to walking it with friends, everyone

O

approached the run in a different way while all having the same goal
- to have fun.
“The color run was an awesome event,” said junior Luke Salomone.
“ It gave us students an opportunity to have some fun running (or
scooting) around our beautiful campus.”
Salomone can often be spotted riding his scooter from class
to class and the 5K was no exception. In addition to the 5K,
participants also enjoyed a Zumba warm-up and a Color Party.
“Zumba was a blast,” Buseth said. “People love going to the classes
throughout the week, but having at an all-school Zumba party was
different. This year for the Color Party we really pumped up the
crowd and took it to next level. It was amped.”
All agreed that the combination of getting active and having a blast
with friends made for an unforgettable Saturday morning.
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H O M E C O M IN G W EEK

NO PLACE LIKE HOME

H

o m c o m in g

n an explosion of events that brought O livetians of
past and present together, H om ecom ing W eek again
gave students and alum ni a chance to celebrate the
university they love.
“Alum ni find the event of significant im portance
because they get to com e hom e,” said sophom ore
Rebecca D em bkow ski, w ho w as involved in the concert
for Alum ni and the P re sid en t’s dinner.
“I love that the Alum ni are gathered back at their
alm a m ater to w alk dow n m em ory lane and share
their m em ories w ith current students and fa culty,”
D em bkow ski said.
The cam pus opened to all, giving an opportunity for
m any people to reflect on th eir m em ories, visit fam ily,
or just enjoy the events provided th ro ug h ou t the week.
From the football gam e, to the glow run, to the
athletic class com petitions, to pow derpuff football,

W

eek

to coronation, to the fam ed Free Pancake Dinner,
students enjoyed the tim e they spent with alum ni and
classm ates in celebration of their university.
In addition to the festivities, Tenth Avenue North and
the S idew alk Prophets provided entertainm ent and a
tim e to w orship the Lord with a concert in C entennial
C hapel, bringing the w ee ks’ events to a close.
“The concert was am azing,” said sophom ore
Sarah Zornes. “All the bands together put on a
great perform ance. I really enjoyed them just being
them selves on stage. I think it w as a great part of
hom ecom ing w eek because we all gathered together
and w orshipped the Lord.”
Students and faculty described this beloved tradition
as one that brought the com m unity together, and
rem inded them of the incredible life at Olivet.
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A NIGHT TO REMEMBER

C

o r o n a t io n

littering lights, white dresses, soft music, warm smiles, affectionate
hugs, and thankful prayer made the 2015 coronation unforgettable.
The homecoming court consisted of ten men and women known for
their love for God and each other. The ladies on the court said they
were all good friends, and they were excited to share this experience
with one another.

G

“We all supported each other and were in it to ultimately show G od’s
glory,” said Jessica Dirkse, who was crowned queen, “not our own
personal glory.”
The students on the court shared that they loved and supported each
other making the homecoming events throughout the week fun.
“We truly had an amazing group of ten people gathered that night, and
I still feel extremely honored and blessed to be a part of them ,” Dirkse
said.
W omen’s Residential Life (WRL) hosted the event.
“I love being able to honor all women of the senior class in one beautiful
evening,” said vice president Michaela Maris. "Overall, making the
evening beautiful on multiple platforms makes it very special. Not
only did it look beautiful, but I hope it made people walk away feeling
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CO RO NATIO N

beautiful on the inside. We have the opportunity of honoring women
for a special night, but more importantly, we have the opportunity of
honoring the Lord,” Maris said.
Dirkse says she was especially touched when her name was
announced.
“I just remember feeling extremely humbled, honored, excited, and
blessed. The sense of love that I felt was overwhelm ing that night.
Seeing my family, who mean the world to me, and friends standing up
and cheering for me and the life I’ve led thus far was a moment I’ll never
forget,” Dirkse said.
The court members said it was very humbling to be selected among
many in their class for all the reasons voted for, and it shows the power
of the Holy Spirit.
“My prayer is that He is continued to be seen through me,” Dirkse said.
“ Even at times when I didn’t feel equipped or ready to be used or shined
through, God still made it happen. Not a moment is wasted. What a
faithful God we serve.”
The men and women shared their thankfulness for everything that made
coronation truly a night to remember.
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e the salt and light of this world, go out into
the market place and serve.”
Hundreds of students took this command to heart
as they attended the Missions Fair, and many
passionate kingdom workers were able to bring
awareness to issues that are going on in the
world.
“ I absolutely loved doing it,” said junior Victoria
Carbonell, who volunteered at the fair. ‘‘My
team and I went to India with MIA in May, and
we witnessed the need for Christian pastors to
provide income to their families. To help support
them and their congregation, we sold chai tea at
the fair.”
As another way of giving their lives away, many
ran the Chicago marathon this year for Team
World Vision. Junior Grace King led the team for
Olivet, and when asked about their experiences,
many runners told of life-changing ones:
“This was my second year doing the
marathon for Team World Vision,” said junior
Elizabeth Jenkins, “and everyone is always so
encouraging. It is such a bonding and emotional
experience, building community with people you
don’t even know. Spectators and runners alike,
we were in that race together.”
Others can agree that it was a challenging
decision but worth every moment.
“The race was honestly the most challenging
things I have ever committed to,” said sophomore
Olivia Ruhberg, “but in the end it was incredible.
It’s something that you really have to give to
God.”
Those who did not participate in the race but
stood by to support their friends said that it was
definitely an incredible sight to see people unite
under one cause.
“ I love things that bring people together,” said
sophomore Angel Gaikwad, “and this was
definitely one of those events. I was so proud
of everyone that ran for World Vision, even for
the people I didn’t know. Seeing them press on
despite the amount of pain they were in was
inspiring. One of my friends was injured during
the race, but she kept going until she was
finished.”
Many students were encouraged and inspired by
their brothers and sisters that stepped out and
into the places of those who needed help the
most, dedicating their time, energy, and finances
so that others could have a brighter future.

B

M i

30

GIVE YOUR LIFE A W A Y || TEAM W O R L D VISIO N

GIVE IT UP
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W I L L HAVE PEOPLE W A I T I N G FOR THE ONE TO C O M E NEXT YE AR”

C A N D Y COSTUME PARTY

NOT YOUR AVERAGE
TRICK OR TREAT
C

andy

C

ostume

evamped. Dropping the traditional “test” and adding a
“party” , the Candy Costume Party was the first of its
kind, and students raved about the exciting change up. “I
thought it was com pletely am azing,” said senior Coleman
Sesson. “The way things were this year made me wish it
had been this way all along.”
Adding performances, a DJ and a space for dancing, the
party made Olivet history.
“What shocked me and what I loved about it was that it
felt like a party with the atm osphere,” said sophomore
Bri Fisher. “The DJ, the dancing, and the food. Everyone
looked like they were having a good tim e.”
One of the key differences of revamped Candy Costume
Party was that students felt a sense of comm unity and
bonding with each other. It was a night full of laughter and

R

Pa r t y

entertainment, some performing, some dancing, others
voting on best costumes.
“ I loved dressing up and seeing what other people
thought to dress up as,” said senior Kristin Wodka, as
she expressed her excitement over the whole event. “ It
brought a sense of community because my friends and I
all planned and worked on our costumes for our Marvel
group together. This was the first time we placed, and
got we got second place. If I w asn’t graduating, I would
definitely go again.”
Students agreed that the revamped event would be one to
remember and repeat. “ I think the Candy Costume Party
this year will have people waiting for the one to come next
year,” Sesson said.
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MR. O NU

A NIGHT AMONG
THE
STARS
M . ONU
r

“ A Night Among the Stars” was a fitting title for this
# \ y e a r ’s Mr. ONU. Hosted by W om en’s Residential
Life, male competitors were chosen by their
respective classes to run a creative skit and talent
gauntlet with the goal of claiming the crown of Mr.
ONU.
“This year Mr. ONU took about eight months to
plan.” Vice President of WRL Michaela Maris said. “ It
began with concepts and big ideas, and as the show
approached, the ideas turned into details. So many
things were already done for the show before we even
knew who the contestants would be.”
2016 ’s competition did not fail to amaze the audience.
The room was packed full of people and the air was
thick with excitement. Anticipations were high for the
performance acts and competition among the men
running for Mr. ONU.
“The event went trem endously this year,” Maris said.
“The guys had a great time and we had a great time
working with them. But most importantly, the audience
came together for a night of laughter and enjoyed a
show that celebrated Olivet. That was a big success in
my book.”
This ye a r’s Mr. ONU, junior Grant Penrod, commented

on his participation in the tradition:
“ I've probably seen more Mr. ONU events than
anyone at Olivet. I have always wanted to be Mr.
ONU, even since I was little kid. So when my name
was called, it was a flood of excitement and success.
It was truly amazing to have won. It was a great
competition and I was honored to be it’s victor.”
When asked about possible advice the contestants
would like to bestow on those interested in competing
in the future, a couple of this year’s contestants
had some things to say. Sophomore Daniel Kurz
said, “Competing in Mr. ONU comes with great
responsibility and even better hygiene. Make sure you
consistently floss and clip your toenails.” In addition to
Kurz’s commentary, Grant Penrod added, “Be funny.
Make jokes about Sodexo; every year someone does.
Don’t put too much thought into it. Run it by multiple
different people to see if they think it’s a good or funny
idea. Stick to them throughout. Have fun, oodles of
fun.”
From hilarious videos made by the participants
to creative dance routines and wonderful voices,
students agreed the event was phenomenal, and lived
up to it’s theme.
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SWEATER WEATHER
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he Saturday night before finals, Ludwig was full
of the sounds and smells of Christmas, as the
student body came together for the annual All-School
Christmas Party. Students lined up almost half an
hour in advance, filling the main hall to get out of the
bitter cold and get to the delicious food as quickly
as possible. The dining rooms were filled with live
music and friends enjoying themselves. Santa and
Mrs. Claus made their rounds among the merry (and
bright) college students. Chaplain Mark Holcomb read
the Christmas story from the book of Luke in Common
Grounds next to the hot chocolate bar. The narrative
of Jesus’ birth was accompanied by the tastes of
chocolate, peppermint, and marshmallows. Christmas
arts and crafts could be found in the basement as well
as Dance Dance Revolution and fondue. Coloring
pages and bingo dominated Red Room accompanied
by even more Christmas music.
Something that could be seen in Ludwig no matter
where you looked were Christmas sweaters. O livet’s
traditional Ugly Christmas Sweater competition
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CHRISTMAS PARTY
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Pa r ty

brought a wide variety of wild colors and wacky
designs. Since “Christmas Sweaters” was the theme
of the party, many students shared the story of where
their sweater came from. Senior Abby Ragsdale
commented, “ I got mine at Kohl’s,” while junior Grant
Penrod said, “Mine actually came from Ecuador,” and
sophomore Brad Fitzgerald gave the answer, “ I think I
got this sweater from my grandm a.” Senior Tiara Long
said, “ I took this sweater from a donation box for flood
relief because I figured no one would want an ugly
Christmas sweater.”
The sweaters featuring Christmas trees, cats,
alpacas, and gaudy patterns were standouts among
a crowd of eye-catching selections. Regardless of
where the sweaters came from originally, they all
made a big impression at the Christmas party and
managed to keep the students of Olivet warm as they
braved the northern Illinois winter with spirits filled
with holiday cheer.

I T H I N K I COT THIS SWEATER
FROM MY G R A N D M A ”

A U T H E N T IC LIFE
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"The coolest thing that
has and is happening
to me is the noticeable
transfo rm a tion and
con form atio n to Jesus that
has been brought ab ou t by
the H oly S pirit in m y life.
It’s genuine, tangible, and
amazing to see as I w o rk
out m y faith, that Cod is
lite rally giving me the w ill
and p o w e r to do w h a t
pleases him.”
-C o u rtn e y McGee

"So this sum m er I w as sitting on
a park bench praying that Cod
w o u ld give me o p p o rtu n itie s to
share Christ w ith others in a real
life situation. As I w as praying,
a guy rolled up on his bike and
stopped right in fro n t o f me. I
said “W h a t's up?” and he turns
and says "You're on the bench
I usually sit on on m y w a y to
w o rk.” I said "Hey, no problem
man I’ll leave”because this was
a rough looking dude. Instead
the guy says "Nah I'll ju st sit on
the ground man." Before I knew
it. I w as having a conversation
w ith this guy , Raven, and the
m ore I talked to him the m ore
crazy it got. I soon realized this
man w as hom eless and w o rkin g
three cook jo b s to get a
vehicle to live in. Then it
becam e p re tty clear th a t Raven
w as transsexual. I tho ugh t "m an
Cod, I k n o w you put this man in
fro n t o f m e to share y o u r love
but I d o n ’t kn o w w h e re to begin
w ith this guy.”
But ove r the next 3 w eeks I
got to go to that park bench
m orning after m orning to
share the gospel w ith Raven.
I rem e m be r w a lkin g back
fro m the park bench tha t first
m orning thinking th a t w as the
coolest thing that could possibly
have happened...You're a stud
Cod.”
-Vaughan Meiss

"I love the w a y she w ants
to be w ith me. And the
w a y she desires to be all
o f her, in eve ryth in g she
does.’’
“ I love his sim plicity. He
never tries to elevate
himself. He has a sw eet
and sim ple heart."
-Hannah Sohl and Caleb
Cornell

"One tim e at cam p w e put
ou r names on a piece o f
paper and the cam p was
going to give the pieces
o f paper to people in the
district to pray fo r us. A
fe w years ago w h en m y
fiance w as in te rvie w in g fo r
a jo b at a church an olde r
lady and I got to talking
and turns out she had
been praying fo r me since
th a t day, she had journals
and jo urn al full o f prayers
she had prayed fo r me.”
-Jon Hand
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in (he wilderness, in the tough place, the Hi
Spirit sustains you."

Your life can ch a n g e in a m o m e n t,
in one day, in o n e e n co u n te r w ith G od.

Gabriel and Jeanette Salguero

Dr. John C. Bowling
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"W illing to live w ith o u t excuses and in faithful
service to our King: May that be y o u "
Dr. Carla Sunberg

'You have to d e o d e what you're g o in g to do
with the G ospel'

'G od's prom ise is stron g e r than o u r behavior "
Jefferson Bethke

Katie Reed

-W

I
"The Church must be a healing place,
a hospital for sinners."
Dr. David Busic
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CHALLENGED & RENEWED
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any of the most challenging but
renewing moments of 2015-16 took
place during Fall Revival, Spring Revival
and the weekly chapel services. During
the Fall Revival services, Dr. Scott Daniels
spoke to Olivet as Christians in exile.
Drawing from prophetic books such as
Ezekiel, Jeremiah, Isaiah, and Hezekiah,
Daniels compared the Israelites’ time in
exile to our lives in exile among a secular
society.
“I liked how applicable Dr. Daniels’
messages were to us as students,” said
freshman Camrie Maxon. “Since he talked
about how we are being shaped by the
culture around us, he helped us to see
that in comparison to how God wants us
to live.”
Several times, Dr. Daniels called students
to follow G od’s influence in their lives
rather than be squeezed into the world’s
mold. In the last revival service, Dr.
Daniels reminded those in attendance of
G od’s great love when he said, “When we
find ourselves in a place of exile, we serve
a God who refuses to let sin have the last
word. Instead, His grace will always have
the last word.”

M

W ednesdays and Thursdays started on
Olivet’s campus with chapel services led
by speakers like Jefferson Bethke and
Michael Chitwood. After worship with
Joey Ramirez and a cycle of talented
musicians, Centennial Chapel was filled
with messages about being “Called by
God” and learning to live “Life Together”.
Among the most notable speakers were
Presidential Candidate Ben Carson on
G od’s work with humble beginnings
and Scot McKnight on readjusting your
worldview.
At Spring Revival Dr. David Busic spent
the week talking to Olivet about grace and
peace. Dr. Busic shared that he believed
that true grace and peace can only be
found in the Church because the Church
has the ultimate example right in front of it
all the time. Consistent and overwhelming
grace and peace are the ideals that Jesus
carried out and that the Church strives
toward. The life changing moments
students had at these services left them
with new perspective and a new Spirit
within, pulling everyone as a community
closer to Christ.

JESUS LOVES THE LITTLE
CHILDREN

44

URBAN CHILDREN'S MINISTRY || DISCIPLERS
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said, “I work with the seventh and eighth

features is it’s student-led
ministries. It is a miraculous thing for
college-age students to take it upon
themselves to be a light unto the world
as they feel God has called them to
be. Of the many ministries on O livet’s
campus, two in particular act as

grade girls on Wednesday nights. My
favorite thing about Disciplers is the
relationship I get to form with the girls
that I am mentoring. I feel that the
relationship that we in Disciplers make
with the students we mentor will help
them have a stronger relationship with

servants to the smallest and purest of
God’s people: children. The ministry
groups Disciplers and Urban C hildren’s

God throughout their life.”
The members of Disciplers have a
passion for mentorship and a desire to

Ministry both take it upon themselves
to bring the light of the Lord to the
children of the local area. The Disciplers
ministry is a group of Olivet students
who work as leaders and mentors to
students from kindergarten to 8th grade

spread G od’s love to a newer generation
and a group of kids that may not
have any other exposure to that love.
Disciplers leader Nichole Goumas said,
“These kids come from homes where
many of them don’t receive a lot of
attention and love. So when we go every

at a camp called Bible W itness Camp
in Pembroke. The camp days are on
Mondays and W ednesdays—Monday
is the boy’s camp and W ednesday is
the girl’s. Member Elizabeth Chapman

week, we get to love on them and show
them C hrist’s love through the things we
say and do. That’s my favorite part of
the m inistry—the kids.”

Another ministry feels similarly.
Members of Urban C hildren’s Ministry
reach out to at-risk children in the inner
city, offering Christ-centered activities
and mentoring programs. When asked
about her favorite part of the ministry,
Katie Maurer, co-leader of UCM said,
“My favorite part of UCM is being about
to see our kids’ friendship with their
college buddies grow. Each week they
touch each other’s lives in different
ways. The college students have a
responsibility to the kids and kids have
great role models.”
These symbiotic relationships formed
between the children and the college
students in both of these amazing
ministries create great opportunities
for God to work in the lives of innercity
children.
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LOVE KNOWS NO BOUNDS
Ev a n g e l s
he Evangels ministry shared the love of Christ
with the residents of the nursing home. They
sought to build meaningful relationships with
senior residents.
“Co-leading this ministry allowed me to
experience the love of Christ through the
residents at the nursing home and to see the
ways that Christ is working through the ministry,”
said co-leader and senior Kellie Klumb. “One of

T

my favorite parts of this ministry was having the
opportunity to meet with residents and listen to
their stories and all the wisdom that they share.”
When asked what one word was that described
the ministry, she said passionate. Passion was
what drove the ministry. Members of this ministry
carried a burning passion to befriend the senior
residents and to witness the love of Christ
changing many hearts.

E v a n g els
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EVANGELS || BEST BUDDIES

B est B u d d ie s
ince love knows no bounds, the Best Buddies
Ministry strived to pour love on people despite their
differences.
tiB y leading this ministry, I have learned just how capable
individuals can be,” said Best Buddies co-leader and
junior Emily Willis. “ I’ve realized that whether a person
was born with a disability or not, they are able to do so
many things when given the opportunity and resources to
achieve.”
Best Buddies focused on serving those with disabilities.
They sought to pour out their time and effort to love them
with the love they deserved.
As the members continued to serve others through out
the year, their eyes were opened to the the depth and
goodness of G od’s love. One of the amazing things about
the ministry was the ability to foster lasting relationships
with the individuals.
“My favorite part of being in Best Buddies was having all

S

of these wonderful relationships with people that I would
never be able to have without this incredible organization,”
W illis said. “I was so thankful for it every single time I got
a phone call from my buddy Michael or got to go visit him.”
A lot of the students who participated in this ministry
said that meeting new friends and getting to know their
buddies was their favorite part as well. They showed that
love knows no bounds through their eagerness to befriend
those with disabilities at Shapiro.
“I also really liked being able to spend time with my
buddy and being able to have such an impact made on
me through him and the time that we were able to spend
together,” sophomore Bethany Luchtenburg said. The
ministry believed that people are meant to be loved,
and their hearts cared for. W hatever might make them
different, only makes them beautifully unique.

FAITH
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ne of the bravest and most noble ministries, Mission
Possible, has reached out to a local prison to deliver the
gospel to its residents. The prison ministry worked hard this year
to make the seemingly impossible possible.
“ It’s been truly a blessing to display the love of Christ as we
brought encouragement, prayer, and the Word of God into a
place full of so much darkness,” sophomore Josh Dille said.
The members of Mission Possible worked hard this year to fulfill
Jesus’ calling from Matthew 25: “For I was hungry and you gave
me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a stranger
and you welcomed me, I was naked and you clothed me, I was
sick and you visited me, I was in prison and you came to me.”
These words led many new members of the ministry to take the
step outside their comfort zone and follow C hrist’s example by

O

MISSIO N POSSIBLE || FCA

ministering and going where God was calling them to be. Many
inmates have been under the impression that students were
somehow forced to visit and talk with them.
“When they found out that we simply desired a relationship with
them in the same way that Jesus desires a relationship with
them, it was shocking—emotionally, mentally, and spiritually,”
said junior Caroline Miller.
The members of Mission Possible wanted more than anything to
simply build relationships with the people at the detention center.
“My favorite part has definitely been the relationships that I made
with inmates and with the other members of our ministry,” co
leader Victoria Hess said. Building relationships by sharing Christ
with those who needed His Word is w hat has made this ministry’s
mission possible.

IDENTITY
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eople do not often associate sports with religion; the two
do not always seem to fit into the same category. They do,
however, for one national initiative, the Fellowship of Christian
Athletes (FCA). FCA made it their goal for years to bring the two
worlds of faith and sport together, both on and off the field. After
fun and fellowship, which occasionally involved crab soccer or a
hamster named Peaches, O livet’s FCA chapter took the mission of
FCA to heart and turned to Scripture to ask some hard questions.
Olivet’s FCA made Jerem iah 1 :5 their theme for the year. The
verse reads, “Before I formed you in the womb, I knew you. Before
you were born I set you apart; I appointed you as a prophet to
the nations.” This year, FCA used this verse to explore the idea of
identity.
“We used this passage because it amplified that God has formed

each one of us unique with different gifts and abilities, and we
are appointed to set ourselves apart in Christ,” said sophomore
Todd Suttor. Questioning where their identities came from and the
kind of people they were being led to be opened the door to many
meaningful discussions for the members of FCA.
“Our goal was to place our identity in Christ first then everything
else will follow,” said leader Jonathen Robey. Athletic or otherwise,
FCA’s events were a great time for members to bring their two
worlds together through fellowship with other athletic believers and
to spend time with the Word.

ENTIC FAITH

'You have to d ecid e what you're going to do
with the Gospel."
K atie R eed
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IN LIGHT OF FOREVER
O O O
S
n Light of Forever. The Spiritual Life kept that theme close as
they lived and served with an eternity in mind.
“My challenge for the ministry co-leaders was to have an
eternal mindset and continuously ask themselves, ‘What are we
doing today to be bringing people with us?’” said Katie Reed,
VP of Spiritual Life.
The council used the theme to focus on acting intentionally and
leading others to Christ. Reed aspired to cause the campus
ministry leaders to evaluate their urgency in regards to eternity.
Spiritual Life leaders considered urgency in this area to be of
the utmost importance because of the eternal consequences
of this life. An eternal perspective can be difficult to uphold and
share, but Senior Class Chaplain Levi Himes said that this
theme was carried out well across.
“While we are diverse and different, we are the united body of
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C hrist,” Himes said. “And we are all
leading different parts of that body.”
This diversity is what enabled the council to reach as many
different areas of O livet’s campus as possible. W hile the
council sought God themselves, they led the student body to
Him in any way they could.
“We all have a passion for serving and for the Lord, we all love
to see people impacted by the Gospel,” said Disciplers Ministry
co-leader Nichole Goumas. “The Spiritual Life Council works
hard to provide as many opportunities as possible for students
to reach out to Jesus.”
As they lived “ Ln Light of Forever,” the council members took on
a unique challenge with time-sensitive
urgency that they rose to throughout the year.
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An anonymous student was inspired to write a n d deliver this note o f encouragem ent to every single woman on campus. Her heart
reflects the genuine Spirit an d selfless motivation that truly filled this university with light.

You are meant fo r greatness.
You were created for something much more than ordinary.
Your life holds within it more purpose than you can fathom.
You have the potential to impact, change, influence, and save the lives of those around you. W hether that be through your vocation,
ministry, friendships, experiences, adventures, chance, or destiny. You are here - right here - for something you may never be able to
understand, but will fulfill to it’s greatest possibility if you find your identity in who you were created by and whom you were created to be.
You were created to love, support, encourage, befriend, and lead those around you in hopes the same is done to you. You were created
to be like Christ - the One you were created by. To display his love in tangible ways, reaching the world for his sake in these small but
mighty acts. Accept this purpose, realizing that it is to be used to show others theirs.
You are valued.
Valued beyond measure because you belong to the one who created your soul. Valued by those around you, admired for the various
things that you contribute to family, friends, acquaintances, and even strangers. Your time, effort, and attention do not go unnoticed, but
are rather recognized and appreciated by each individual you come into contact with. Your mere presence in this world places value upon
you that is immeasurable. Never doubt that.
You have beauty.
Not only physical beauty, but beauty within your inner being. It shows through your smile and shines through your eyes. It is revealed
through every word your tongue forms, and touches even those unable to accept it. You possess beauty that cannot be explained
because it stems from deep within you and expands outwardly. Beauty that reflects the very One who designed it. and that alone can
make anything beautiful.
You are loved.
You are surrounded by people placed into your life to do just this. People who know you and others who don’t, that can see the purpose
and value and beauty your life contains, and love you for it. Others who see more - the dark places that sometimes you would rather no
one witness - and nevertheless love you just as much. You are loved in such an incredible regard that you were created, given life, to live
and to serve and to be. You are free because of love. You are forgiven because of love. You exist because of love.
You are chosen.
Your life has divine direction. Those around you have been precisely placed into the position they are meant for within your life, but you
have also crossed their path at exactly the deliberate point of intersection. There was a plan behind every event of your life as you know
it, and is a plan behind every event to come. No one walks into or out of your life on accident. Moments aren’t by mistake, and memories
don’t happen without reason. You are living in the direction intended. You are predestined for the life that only you can fulfill because no
other life is lived identically.
You are known.
This can take on many meanings. W hat I mean is this: You are noticed. Even when you feel as if no one takes time to see you. You are
prayed for and cared about. From both near and far people see who you are and who you are becoming. You are not just another shadow
on the ground in passing, but rather you are influential through your presence in people’s lives. In the greatest way possible you are
known. The One who formed you, he knows your name. He knows it deeply - it’s meaning, but also it’s purpose. The purpose it serves
in allowing others to know you and to be reminded of who they are. You are known even when it may feel like all have forgotten you. The
One who gave his life to do that exact thing - know vou - knows you.
Your life is precious. It is held in the mighty hands that also placed the world into existence.
Your life is special. Your life is set apart, and seen, and treasured simply because it is the only life of you that there will ever be on this
earth.
D on’t take a single second for granted.
Live into every opportunity and experience that you encounter. Invest into others along the way.
Be present in silent moments, and enjoy the time that passes while surrounded by those who love you. Never lose hope, for it is evident
in every breath you take and give. The rhythm of your heart is an anthem of hope, a reason to live looking forward. Anticipate what is to
come knowing there is purpose in all of it.

You are meant fo r greatness.
This note is finding you now to remind you of these things...
If a sign is what you were in search of - let this be just that.
If hope is what you needed - let this be your encouragement to look forward.
If love is what you crave and affection is what you are longing for - let this sink deep, embracing you in love that comes only from above.
If strength seems hard to find these days - let this be your battle cry and step onward in courage.
If the past haunts your thoughts - let this be the key that sets them free.
If you are lost and feel unworthy - let this be a prayer of salvation.
If y o u ’re seeking, hurting, afraid, questioning, broken, praying, and hoping - let this be your reason.
A reason to realize how favored, restored, comforted, assured, capable, healed, forgiven and most importantly - created, that you are.
Created with purpose. By a God who calls your name, searches your heart, knows your thoughts, hears your prayers,and formed your
soul. A soul with purpose.
I hope you find God in the midst of everything you do. This was written with you in mind.
You are here for a reason.
Embrace it and go forth, changing the world along the way.
-xo .

Psalms 138:8
“The Lord will fulfill his purpose for me; your love, O Lord, endures forever - do not abandon the works of your hands.”
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POWER OF PRAYER
P rayer W

a r r io r s

or many followers of Christ, prayer is one of the most powerful
displays of faith, if not the most powerful. One ministry on
Olivet's campus has taken this principle and made it into a
lifestyle commitment. The Prayer Warriors ministry has believed
that gathering together to lift up prayers to the Lord is essential
for Christian faith.
“The ministry has been so impacting to me because its sole
purpose is to pray,” said senior member Marie Sheets. “ Prayer is
important to me because it matters. With prayer, we can lift up our
hearts to God and He does something about it.”
The greatest aspect of Prayer Warriors this year was its
community.
“We really have prayed genuinely to seek G od’s heart on behalf
of our whole campus,” Sheets said. “He is so faithful; we see it
when we actively respond to Him in prayer, especially in prayer
with other people.”
Prayer Warriors found purpose in becoming completely
vulnerable with ears and hearts wide open, ready to receive what
the Lord wanted to say together as a family.

F

Prayer W arriors held campus events often this year, hoping to
bolster the strength of prayer across campus and to bring issues
to the Lord’s attention through members coming together to
pray with a unified voice. But, much like prayer itself, often the
ministry’s activities took on a life of their own, occurring in their
own time
“Something significant about Prayer W arriors has been that most
of the time w e’ve had an almost paradoxical nature,” co-leader
and sophomore Anamar Serrano said. “The club and its meetings
have been planned, yet com pletely unplanned. This year Andrew
Fischer, our other co-leader, and I took pride in preparing
efficiently, but it was not uncommon for God to com pletely change
our plans the night of our events. W e’ve learned to follow —not
our will, but His.”
Events of the group uplifted and united the body of Christ on
campus this year, and the spirit of its members has brought just a
little bit more light to the Olivet community.
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ife Support is a ministry that helps out the Pregnancy
Resource Center here in Kankakee, which does not only
save the lives of babies, but also shares the gospel and
restores families.
“I have witnessed first hand what it means to live in a broken
family without Christ, and it has been a journey,” said coLeader and junior Jessie Arzuaga. “Being in that environment
opened my eyes to the little attention that these kinds of families
receive.”
A focus of this ministry was to shed light on the topic of
abortion, which is sometim es swept under the rug or ignored by
many Christians due to its controversial nature and heaviness.
Rather than stirring up arguments, the ministry reached out to
love and touch hearts, despite positions and beliefs.
They believed that bringing people to Christ is how we make the
kingdom grow, while making disciples is how we get stronger.
Being involved in this ministry has impacted the volunteers
immensely.

L

“Volunteering at the center has shown me the value of investing
in places that provide living alternatives to pregnant women,”
sophomore Felicia Baer said. “ It is easy to say that you are pro
life, but it’s important to go out and support the institutions that
are living out the pro-life movem ent.”
The passion for being servants of Christ, while showing love
and kindness toward the families that seek help from Pregnancy
Resource Center, was a driving force for this ministry. A favorite
memory that sophomore co-leader Jessica Hemmer shared
was the Sanctity of Life week.
“ Each day had something to promote the value of each
human life,” Hemmer said. “We tied red ribbons around trees
to represent lives lost to abortion, passed out white wristbands
after chapel, made a thank-you poster for the workers at the
Pregnancy Resource Center, and hosted a prayer night.”
The ministry believed that all life was created by God, and each
life is sacred. Life Support served to advocate and love all life.
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CREATING A
JESUS CULTURE
Pa r ty

w it h

o be in the midst of raised hands and lifted prayers,
forms a culture of community. Party with Jesus
created a time where students could walk away from
what was troubling their minds on their average Monday
evening and enter into the presence of the Lord, and
completely surrender to Him,
“We wanted it to be Spirit led,” said Party with Jesus
leader, Caleb Drake. “We needed prayer and to meet
with God personally. We wanted it to be a Jesus culture
and hoped that it was something that people wanted to
come to.”
Students attended every week, creating a community
centered on fellowship with Jesus. The focus was on
worship and prayer, in order to refocus minds on the

T

PARTY W IT H JESUS

Jesus

true purpose of life -Je su s.
“ I am super passionate about w orship,” said freshman
Camrie Maxon. “So when I heard that party with Jesus
was worship centered and God centered I knew I
wanted to be a part of it.”
Party with Jesus was not an average party, but a hub
for those who knew what they needed most. Reflecting
on the past years of Party with Jesus, students saw a
continual growth in the right direction. “ Previously it was
a really sweet setup,” said Megan Hendrickson, “and
this year our vision was to take it and run with it.”
Christ became the life of the party and the reason
people continued to come, creating a true Jesuscentered culture.
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CREATING FOR THE
CREATOR
Heart
reativity and talents brought “He” into art on O livet’s
campus by using visual art to expand the Lord’s
kingdom. HeArt, a ministry where creative minds came
together to serve alongside othes, shared the joys of
making art past their campus and into the community.
Along with affecting the campus with their artistry, in
2016, HeArt’s ministry took time to volunteer in many
different areas of the Kankakee community as a whole.
Volunteering opportunities always incorporated some kind
of creative aspect, whether it was playing paint Twister,
finger painting, or putting together sets for Olivet’s theater
events. While they enjoyed sharing their passion with the
community, HeArt shared the Word of God with those that
came to their events.
“We spent our time building up the art community
on campus,” said senior co-leader of HeArt Lindsay
Hathaway.
Many different campus ministries partnered with HeArt
this year for different events that focused on both the

C
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HEARTH HEART FOR MISSIONS

ministry itself and the m inistry’s target demographic.
Members worked to build up others and create together at
every event that they held. The sense of comm unity kept
many of the artists coming back.
“ I love the comm unity that was built at HeArt,” Hathaway
said. “ I think the combination of service with those that
have common interests made the ministry a force to be
reckoned w ith.”
Members of HeArt said they encouraged each other
to use their talents and share their love of Christ with
everyone they met. According to the students, the growth
they shared was a growth of talent, faith, and comm itment
to building others up at all times. Membership was offered
to students of all majors. Students agreed HeArt was
adamant about welcoming anyone with creativity to join
and participate in their events. HeArt fostered a great
environment to combine the creative minds and servant
hearts of the artistic comm unity at Olivet, according to co
leader Joy Katenkamp.

HEART FOR THE WORLD

HEART FOR MISSIONS
any students this year found them selves drawn to a
ministry, and for who had globally-centered hearts and
minds Heart for Missions was a perfect fit.
“I have had a call on my life to live a mission-centered
lifestyle since birth, and joining this ministry was a wonderful
way to express that,” said senior co-leader Ryan Lutz. “I
was challenged in my walk with the Lord by learning what
his mercy and grace looks like, and I was challenged to take
a broader and more in-depth look into what missions is.”
Heart for Missions focused on the Bible and living as
Jesus did. Although they did not send out missionaries, the
ministry supported global missionaries by sending prayers,
financial backing and created an atmosphere for thoughts
and experiences to be shared.
Senior co-ieader Ashley Schmitt became a part of the
ministry when she was a freshman and started leading as a
sophomore.
“God grew and shaped me so much through the ministry
and leadership, which I am very thankful for,” Schmitt said.
Similar to Lutz, her heart towards missions started at a
young age. For her, Heart for Missions was a great stepping
stone in her m ission-oriented journey.
“God uses many different types of people for His Kingdom,”

M

Schmitt said. “He brings out all kinds of gifts and talents
within us if we allow him to use us. I’ve also learned that
if we let God lead us, He will, and He will bless us in the
process.”
Members of this ministry reflected on the uniqueness of the
ministry and how valuable it was to have it as a ministry at
Olivet. Sophomore Katie Nicholson was thankful to God for
giving her a heart for the world.
“We talked and prayed about real things that our brothers
and sisters in Christ have been going through all around
the w orld,” Nicholson said. “This ministry has been unique
because it has fostered conversations about issues around
the world and a time of prayer for people dealing with those
issues.”
The ministry’s mission this year was to promote a passion
to support those around the world and to spread the good
news through important conversation and globally-minded
living. Students agreed Heart for Missions changed the
hearts and minds of those who were affected by it and those
who participated in it.

FAITH

57

LOVE HAS A FACE
M

is s io n s
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nspired by the theme “Love Has a Face”, the 2015 MIA teams
set out to be the face of love to people of all nations. The faithful
believers travelled with a mission: to imitate the most beautiful
face of all -th e face of God.
“The face of God showed up in the way the children worshipped,”
said junior Sarah Matyskela, who travelled to Santa Barbara,
Honduras in May. “He showed up in the way our team sought
to build each other up, He showed up in the way the people of
Honduras stepped out to tell us truth they felt called to share with
us. The people of Honduras are bold with their faith. If they have
something on their hearts, or something God is calling them to
share, they will step out and share it.”
Junior Rachel Blunier also shared how the bold people of
Honduras changed her faith and perspective.
“I left Honduras emboldened to share my faith, and humbled with
the ways God works through willing servants,” Blunier said. “I left
excited about the work God is doing in these children’s lives and
throughout the world.”
Several students reflected on the way in which the people they
met challenged them more than they expected.
“We thought we were bringing G od’s work to Mexico,” said junior

I

M ISSIONS IN A C T IO N

Kaleb Miller, who traveled on the MIA trip to Cabo San Lucas.
“But God was working there way before we got there.”
The people students met on their trips showed love to them in
beautiful and inspiring ways.
“For everything we were doing to show them love, it was like they
turned it around and showed us love,” Miller said.
Blunier agreed that the people she met inspired her.
“W hile they all came from poor and broken families, we were
all amazed by their strong testim onies of redemption and hope,”
Blunier said.
Matyskela shared how God worked through both their team and
the people of Honduras.
“God worked through our team by continuing to challenge the
limitations we found ourselves putting on God,” Matyskela said.
“We continued to use the phrase ‘No lim its’ to remind us that with
God, anything is possible. The children we encountered may
have had less material-wise than us, but they had a much bigger
faith. A faith that was not shaken by circumstance. The people in
Honduras believed that if they had God, they truly had everything
they needed.”

FAITH

THE
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esus C hrist im pacted lives when He did the
dirty w ork of w ashing peo ple ’s feet. H abitat for
H um anity im pacted lives for Jesus by doing the
dirty w ork with shovels, sledge ham m ers, and nail
guns.
“The first and greatest im pact is with the
fam ilies that are given a hand up,” said H abitat
in Kankakee President Dale Tolly, w ho had been
w orking with H abitat for more than ten years.
“T hey receive instruction on hom e upkeep and
budgeting, pride of ow nership, and new sense
of com m unity with volunteers and other partner
fam ilies.”
H abitat for H um anity is a national and
international organization that builds hom es
for fam ilies in need, and every Saturday, O livet
students volunteered to help build these houses.
H abitat not only im pacted the fam ilies receiving
the houses, but also the volunteers w ho helped
build the houses.
“ My hope for this m inistry w as to im pact the
lives of college students” said sophom ore Katie
Rummery, H abitat for H um anity cam pus m inistry
leader. “ I w anted to give them opportunities to
serve others and see the positive effects of their
work. S tudents w ent out to change the lives of
others, but usually th ey cam e back changed as
w ell.”
H abitat has m ade an im print on the lives of the
m any volunteers w ho faithfully continue to build
houses in the city of Kankakee.
“ H abitat broadened my outlook on this com m unity
show ing me that there are m any needs that have
not been m et and m any o pportunities for students
to go out and do som ething about those needs,”
said senior volunteer C harlton Garr. “ Even if it
m ay be sm all in the grand schem e of things, the
sm all things I decide to do can mean the world to
som eone.”
Everyone w ho w as involved with this ministry,
volunteers and partner fam ilies, w as changed in
one w ay or another, and the volunteers agreed
the dirty w ork w as w orth the eternal impact.

J
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HABITAT FOR H U M A N IT Y II SAVE OUR STREETS
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iving on the streets, digging through
dum psters trying to find food and
sleeping outside on the cold, hard ground
is all too m uch of a reality for some
people. In an attem pt to gain better
understanding and grow their com passion
for the hom eless, the Save O ur Streets
(S.O .S) m inistry and other student
volunteers tried to sim ulate this reality for
four days during H om eless W eek. The
students slept outside the w arm ing house
and relied on hand outs, dum pster diving
and the Ludwig conveyer belt for food.
T hey w ent to classes like usual but w ere
not allowed in the dorms.
“ It m ade us realize how much we have in
our lives that we take for gra nte d ,” said
Trevor Speer. Not only w as H om eless
W eek a hum bling experience fo r the
participants, but it w as also a fundraiser.
The participants passed out envelopes
to collect m oney for a hom eless shelter
called Gift of God. Also, this year for
H om eless W eek, the food throw n aw ay in

L

Ludwig C enter by students w as w eighed.
This dem onstration m ade students more
aware of how m uch they were wasting.
Every w eek, m em bers of the S.O.S.
m inistry volunteered at Gift of God, and
once a m onth, they took a trip to Chicago.
In C hicago, they w alked around the
streets and passed out food to those in
need. M em ber Vittoria Miulli shared a
story of a conversation they had with a
hom eless man in C hicago w ho said that
God put him there to help serve other
hom eless people. S.O .S w as a great
w ay to help out the com m unity and build
relationships. Everyone has their own
unique story. One of the leaders this year,
Shannon Steffen said, “ My favorite thing is
probably just the focus on relationships.”
By passing out food and volunteering
at Gift of God, m em bers of S.O.S made
m any new friends. “ It w as clear that God
is doing a lot at G ift of G od,” Miulli said.

AUTHENTIC FAITH
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AUTHENTIC

FELLOWSHIP

You have to m ax out
every single rep and
every single step in
ord e r to make the
sh o w great. I try
m y hardest to m ax
o u t every task or
o p p o rtu n ity that faces
me.
-Jacob Rechsteiner

The m ost m eaningful
thing I think this life
offers us is fam ily, and
not ju s t the fa m ily w e
are born w ith , b u t the
fa m ily w e find in our
friends. A group o f
frien ds th a t doesn't
have to love us but
CHOOSES to love
us. There is seriously
nothing coo le r and
m ore m eaningful to me
than the b o d y o f Christ.
-Laura Craven

m.
-

"Chad is one o f m y closest
friends and a part o f
'the big fiv e ’. I m et them
freshm an year w h en w e
all lived on second flo o r
Chapman, and w e ’ve kind
o f 'g row n u p ’ here at O livet
together. There hasn't been
anything special about
the group except that w e
co m m itte d to ju st do life
together; all through the
ups and dow ns. Everything
fro m late nights together, to
meals together, to w e dd ing
parties together. It is
because o f these guys that
I’ve com e to realize w h a t
the y mean w h en they say,
'college years are som e o f
the best years o f y o u r life.'”
-B randon Maranion

As m uch as I’ve fe lt as
though I have to be there
fo r m y residents, I have
to say th a t I have learned
h o w m uch they are there
fo r me. This year has been
full o f jesus, laughter,
tears, conversations, and
coffee. Freshman year
w as a tim e in m y life I
w ill never forget. And this
year I am experiencing it
again, but this tim e from a
d iffe re nt perspective, and
I w o u ld n ’t change it fo r
anything."
-M ad ison Davis

LIVING LIFE TO THE
FULLEST
R

e s id e n t ia l

esidential Life Staff, as a communal
arm of Olivet Nazarene University,
are driven by a Godly passion to serve
students through intentional, loving
relationships. As we strive to imitate
Christ, we model, mentor, and motivate
students to be Christ-like in their w orld.”
Centering their lives on this mission
statement, the Residential Assistants
furthered the kingdom of Christ, making
incredible memories and friendships with
depth.
“My absolute favorite thing about Res Life
would have to be building relationships,”
said Grand Apartments RA Lyndsey
Rupp. “ I’ve gotten to meet and develop
relationships with people I probably never
would have otherwise, and I would have
missed out on getting to know so many
incredible people if I hadn't been an RA.”
According to Rupp, the Res Life staff all
work together in an effort to be support
for students. Teams of Resident Directors
and Resident Assistants, working under
Phil Stewart, the Dean for Residential
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L ife

Life, made it their mission to be there
for on-cam pus students w henever they
were needed. This included planning
events, organizing Bible studies,
and even arranging for one-on-one
communication with students for support
and encouragement. Because of this,
Residential Life was an organization that
Olivet took very seriously.
“Residential Life is a community,” Sarah
Struck, RA in W illiams Hall, said, “so there
was so much encouragement and team 
building involved in training and preparing
for the school year.”
Even beyond the beginning of the year,
RDs and their RAs met often to touch
base and discuss how to improve their
system and the lives of the students under
their care. Because, for the Res Life staff,
it really is all about the students and how
best to lead them. For students living
on-campus, Olivet was home away from
home and Res Life welcomed them into a
genuine and loving family.

BETTER TOGETHER
A

s s o c ia t e d

Student C

roup chats, impromptu runs to Chick-fil-A, Pepsi
Breaks, Dunkin Days, meme-making, quan-hitting and
“Friends” recreating, the Executive Council brought a group
of diverse people with varying personalities and talents
together and made them into a family.
“The executive council was more than just a few people
who planned events,” said VP for Student Relations junior
Luke Salomone. “We were individuals who got to explore
our passions and interests while still in school. I loved
being able to come together as a group and just enjoy the
company of each other” .
Each member had a different skill set that equipped
them for a position, and although they were all strong
personalities they found they made a great team.
“Working as a team was vital for our the executives to
succeed,” Salomone said. “While one may assume since
we were all in positions of leadership our personalities
might have clashed too much the opposite was true. We got

G
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along very well and had an amazing balance of talents that
allowed us to be productive but also have a lot of fun.”
Everyone was passionate about their specific niche, and the
council served as a support system and encouragement.
“ I loved serving on the executive council because it
opened the door for relationships with so many beautiful
people,” said senior VP of Spiritual Life Katie Reed. “We
had a built in family. It gave me mentors and resources
that encouraged me to be accom panim ent for amazing
individuals as they served others. I loved watching the
growth that took place in student leaders who I know will
continue to make a difference after they leave this place.”
Council members agreed that it was an incredible group
of individuals and an even better team of people who truly
cared about the school and each other.
“ It was so fun to watch people use their unique strengths to
serve the Olivet family,” Reec pQ .
The fam was better together. ^
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SISTERHOOD
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L ife
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ith hearts for the Lord and for the
women on campus, W om en’s
Residential Life truly fulfilled their mission
to build relationships and encourage people
through Christ. “ It was truly amazing to see
us have a Kingdom impact,” Michaela Maris,
Vice President of W RL said. “That was by
far the best part.” Maris lead the council of
20 women in providing events that were
Christ-centered and promoted unity amongst
the women on campus. Maris shared that
she almost did not apply to be on WRL
her freshman year, but realized that God
was calling her to serve in this ministry and
eventually lead it. From Sister2Sister, to
Homecoming Coronation to Mr. ONU, Maris
and her council aimed to build community
and Christ centered friendships. WRL also

W

took time to pray for the RAs on campus and
partnered with various ONU organizations.
In addition to these events programs, the
group also ran an Instagram account aimed
to encourage beauty.
Through one of W RL’s main programs,
Sister2Sister, the council fulfilled their
mission of building friendships among the
women on campus. The freshmen and
transfer student mentoring program allowed
new students to have an older student as a
sister, mentor and friend.
“We see sustainable friendships bloom
from Sister2Sister,” Maris said, “and women
encouraged because WRL touched their
heart.”
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SC, The Associated Student Council, has
come to be known as the glue holding the
student body together. Playing a highly important
role in the developm ent of the student body, their
sole purpose has been to serve the student body
in variety of ways. This year was no different.
Senior Chelsea Risinger, president of ASC, has
been actively involved in ASC since her freshman
year. She gladly reflected on her experiences and
her gratefulness for being able to be president
again for her senior year. She expressed how
she enjoyed serving the student body this year,
as in years past, and loved building on top of
that.
“W e’ve been here to serve the student body
with whatever they need, and we have always
gladly helped,” Risinger said. “W e’ve had a
direct connection to the administrative staff and
connections across campus.”
Along with planning events for the student body,
ASC ’s goal this year was to insure that the

A
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communal aspect of Olivet stood strong, just as
every year. Risinger and Maggie Cusey, junior
class president, both agreed that service is
important.
“I liked to see this as a ministry,” Cusey said.
“This is the main ministry that reaches every
student on campus, and I think it is a great
opportunity to have.”
Creating an atmosphere where students feel
constantly welcomed and involved in the life
of Olivet helped bring the theme of unity on
campus. With events that allowed the students to
get together to have fun and grow spiritually, ASC
served an important role. Risinger and Cusey
shared what they have learned from ASC when
it came to staying organized, being professional,
developing a servants heart, and falling in love
with working with other believers. ASC has not
only impacted the student body but as well as the
members that helped make it all happen.

A S S O C IA T E D S T U D E N T C O U N C IL
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CONNECTIONS
MADE IN INK
G

l im m e r

assion, pursuit and perseverance. With
a heart for the news and the willingness
to pursue it, GlimmerGlass editor Grace King
led her staff in capturing good stories and
turning them into print.
“The staff was definitely full of go-getters,”
King said. “They were on top of things and
were always ready to do what they had to in
order to get a story.”
The staff members agreed that in addition to
finding good stories, one of the highlights of
working for the newspaper was connecting
with new people. In the process of putting
together an issue, writers and photographers
often were in contact with, and
communicated with many unique individuals
in the Olivet and Kankakee area.
“ I really enjoyed meeting people on this job,”
said senior writer Melissa Luby. “ Every story

P

G

lass

that we wrote was involved in a different part
of the paper, so we met so many people from
so many different walks of life, allowing us
to develop relationships with a really broad
spectrum of people.”
The staff’s diversity of interests allowed
them to dabble in many different aspects of
campus and comm unity life. The connections
made by staff members helped the paper
produce stories that were important and
relevant to students. The issues of the
GlimmerGlass that were released every
other week showed the hard work and
connectedness of the staff, and the students
truly appreciated their passion and pursuit of
the good stories.

W E MET SO M A N Y PEOPLE FROM
SO M A N Y DIFFERENT W A L K S OF
LIFE, A L L O W I N G US TO DEVELOP
RELATIONSHIPS W I T H A REALLY
BROAD SPECTRUM OF PEOPLE.”

GLIMMERGLASS
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HEART OF AUTHENTICITY
A

urora

esigners, photographers, writers, and editors found their
place in the community of the “authentic” Aurora staff this
year. This yearbook’s theme carried over into all work on the
book and in their relationships with each other. The genuine
team members aspired to show what the 2015-16 year was
really like in the pages of the finished product.
Working with a modern concept and designing original layouts
made this yearbook stand out as something unique.
“The designers this year haven’t been using templates when
we put together each page of the book so everything looks
very different and definitely modern,” junior Carlee Sprecher
said. Simple, geometric designs, stellar pictures, and focused
stories provide a snapshot of this ye a r’s people of Olivet.
More than just a staff, the Aurora writers, designers,
photographers, and editors have been a team.
“I love that I’ve gotten to meet new people by being on the
Aurora staff,” assistant yearbook editor and junior Kristen

D

“ It ’ s

like a

m o s a ic

. C

ountless

Hung said. “I have some really good friends on the staff and
it’s been great getting to work with them .”
The team ’s goal has been to preserve memory within the
pages of this book.
“The yearbook is kind of like a mosaic,” Executive Editor Kate
Kettelkamp said. “Countless pieces of hard work and art have
come together to make one big picture that people can look
back on and see their experience.”
Two sem esters of deadlines and long nights added up to
a yearbook that will hopefully be pulled off the shelf for
reminiscing for years to come. The staff wanted the book to
bring back memories of friends, events, and clubs from 201516 and really represent Life at Olivet. The authenticity of Olivet
was reflected in the Aurora staff, and from their efforts came a
work that they hoped reflected their hearts.

pieces o f h a r d w o r k

and

art have come

TOGETHER TO MAKE ONE BIG PICTURE THAT PEOPLE CAN LO O K BACK ON A N D SEE
THEIR EXPERIENCE”
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A D M IS S IO N S

DREAMS INTO REALITY

A

d m is s io n s

rospective students were met with warm welcomes and genuine
enthusiasm as they stepped into the Admissions Center. The
Admissions staff worked to show others the true spirit of Olivet and
strived to help make attending Olivet possible for every student.
“My favorite things about this job is when a fam ily that doesn’t
think their student can be at Olivet discovers it is possible,” said
Gary Gerstenberger, Family Advocate and Enrollment Advisor. The
admissions staff did all that they could to help students’ dream s of
attending Olivet become a reality.
“The campus and academics are incredible, said Nancy Benoit,
Admissions Receptionist and Ambassador Supervisor. “But it is the
people who are am azing—and visitors notice and comment often on
the friendliness of the people on cam pus.”
Not only did the Adm issions staff show the unique Olivet community
to prospective students, but they also had incredible comm unity with
each other.
“It’s been a blessing to be a part of a team that not only works
together, but also prays together,” said Admissions counselor
Megan McKinley. “Our work meetings consist of planning and

P

preparing for events but ends with prayer requests. My co-workers
are genuinely interested in my life and I am in theirs.”
Some events the admissions staff hosted for prospective students
were ‘Purple and Gold Days, ‘Red Carpet Days’, and ‘Just for Junior
Days’. ‘Purple and Gold Day’s ’ were for high school seniors and
parents to experience Olivet. They had a chance to meet with the
faculty and staff, hear from Dr. Bowling, and stay in a dorm with
a current Olivet student. Students also took a trip to Chicago for
some pizza and Starbucks. ‘Red Carpet Days’ were designed for
high school sophomores and juniors wanting to experience Olivet,
and ‘Just for Junior Days’ were for, as the name implies, juniors
and typically held in the spring. In addition to these days, students
could schedule personalized campus visits during the week days.
Olivet had over 2000 campus visits a year, and as a result of the
Admission team ’s hardwork, Olivet had 734 new freshmen. The
friendly admissions staff did everything they could to make students’
dreams become a reality, and had fun while doing it.
“ I loved my admissions family,” McKinley said. “ It was always a party
in the back room.

F E L L O W S H IP

SPOONS 4 FORKS

NOT TOO SERIOUS

S p o o n s 4 Forks

A

s the saying goes, laughter is the best medicine. In a college
setting where stress is prevalent, Spoons 4 Forks became
a remedy for that on O livet’s campus, bringing the essence of
laughter to the student body with their comical skits.
“Laughter helps people realize that life shouldn’t be taken super
serious,” said member Kyle Johnston. It helps people forget
about the stresses and problems that they are going through.”
Working as a team to make spectacular productions was an
important aspect of Spoons 4 Forks this year.
“The members of the team have been some of the most
interesting people that I’ve ever known,” said member Joe
Bunker. “We were one big, messed-up comedic family.”
The events brought group together, as well as the Olivet fam ily to
enjoy nights of fun, laughter and a chance to release some stress
in a positive and hilarious atmosphere.

“

l a u g h t e r helps people

REALIZE THAT LIFE S H O U L D N T
BE TAKEN SUPER SERIOUS”
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AROUND THE GLOBE
M u K appa
hina, Korea, South Africa, Haiti, France, Puerto
R ico—these are just a few of the countries from
which Olivet international students, missionary kids
and first generation Am ericans originated. Transition
into American life was difficult at times, but the club
MuKappa helped these students connect and make
friends. MuKappa, an international initiative, has served
on campuses across the nation, working to encourage
missionary kids, multi-cultural, and international students
in their cross-cultural transitions.
“Our mission has been to create a fam ily that international
students can lean on and put trust in,” said the president
of O livet’s chapter of Mu Kappa Calvin Price. “W e’ve
wanted to provide them with support.”
As in previous years, the club brought international
students together, allowing them to be unified and help
each other with their struggles. “ I have seen Mu Kappa
support international students by helping them feel at
home,” said junior Sarah Mouaraki. “It’s always hard for
many students to be away from home, and Mu Kappa
has been a place for international students to feel at
home. We helped them know that they were not the only
ones that had to go through it.”
Mu Kappa has also helped American students learn and
understand other cultures.
“My favorite part of leading Mu Kappa this year was
the cultural experience of meeting new individuals from
different walks of life,” Price said.
Not only did these students get to make friends with
other international students, but they got to meet national
students and help them learn about other cultures.
By building a comm unity of support, learning and
acceptance, Mu Kappa has been extrem ely effective in
helping international students endure and enjoy their
college experience.

C
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M U K A P P A || MERC
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nother club that has helped integrate
international students into O livet’s campus
is Multi-Ethnic Relations (MERC). MERC helped
familiarize international students with each
other and with American students to raise ethnic
awareness.
“ It was our mission this year to bring students of
different cultural backgrounds together to serve
others in the community,” said junior president of
MERC Destiny Paden.
This mission of service helped create friendships
and camaraderie among both local and
international students.
MERC’s main goal this year was to serve the
community and bring people together; making
a difference was the club’s first priority. MERC
participated in many service activities this year,
including work with Awana and volunteering at a
homeless shelter in Chicago.
“I didn’t want to leave Olivet the same way I found
it,” Paden said. “I wanted there to be something
that I left behind. I would love to see us all coming
together for something bigger than ourselves on
campus.”
Much like Paden, the international students in
MERC wanted to impact their community for Christ
through wholehearted service.

A
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CRAFT CLUB || A N IM E C L U B
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he Anime Club and Craft Connections club shared something in
common with each oth e r—unique passions. Both clubs brought
students together to enjoy their hobbies with other fellow students.
Many people chose to join these clubs because of the ability to meet
other people who enjoyed their same interest and passion.
“As a club, we did not just use anime for entertainm ent,” said Anime
Club leader Andrew Fey. “The club influenced us to get together and
be with like-minded people. My favorite part of this club was just
bringing people together and enjoying each o ther’s company.”
Anime Club brought people together to watch anime and offered
a place for them to relax and enjoy each o ther’s presence. Other
members of the club expressed that meeting new people was their
favorite part.
“I was a part of this club because I loved anime and cherished the
opportunity to discover new friends with similar interests displayed on
a big screen, accompanied by snacks,” said freshman Xavier Champ.
Members of Craft Connections said it also provided an outlet for
artistic inspiration and moments to de-stress with other students.

T

“ I was a part of the Craft club because I loved having an outlet of selfexpression that allowed me to decompress after a long day of classes
and just be creative,” said junior Emilie Walder.
Club members said they came together to create beautiful pieces and
projects while enjoying snacks and movies. At the meetings, students
could learn new projects or discover skills they never knew they had.
“ It was important to take a break from the homework to have a little
fun,” said senior leader Asha Reynolds. “It was also a way to manage
stress. I tried to encourage everyone who came to just have fun and
create. Many students didn’t believe that they were creative and were
pleasantly surprised when they gave it a try. Everyone can be crafty.”
Similar to Anime club, Craft Connections fostered many friendships.
Students agreed that finding solace among like-minded individuals by
doing what you love is a great way to make connections with others
and also find a sense of belonging. Both clubs strived to provide
time and space for students to relax in community with one another,
enjoying hobbies.
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BOARD GAMES AND
BOARD MEETINGS

“ It s

a

place

W H E R E BORDERS
ARE CROSSED
BETWEEN THE M A N Y
DIFFERENT SOCIAL
c ir c le s a t
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TABLETOP G A M E S || IN V E S T M E N T CLUB

In vestm en t C
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wo of the most obscure (but
no less loved) clubs on O livet’s
campus have been the Tabletop
Games Club and the Investment
Club. Both have been consistently
filled with passionate individuals.
In 2016, these clubs catered to
students who found themselves
wanting to be a part of a specific
community.
Tabletop gaming has functioned

T

exactly as the name suggests:
students gathering together on
Friday nights to play board games
together. As one of O livet’s most
casual clubs, Tabletop Gaming
has provided a space for groups to
come together, just let loose, and
have some laid-back fun for an
evening.
“W e’ve had no attendance policy
and it’s always been ‘come when
you want, leave when you want,'
said club president Hardy Carroll.
Our focus has always been just to
provide a free, fun environment to
play games and de-stress from the
w eek.”
Tabletop experienced a great
boom in attendance after it was

established, as many students
were drawn to this idea of freely
come-and-go.
“My favorite thing about Tabletop
would have to be the social
dynamics w e’ve seen this year,”
said tabletop’s historian Bob Kuhn.
“ Its been a place where borders
have been crossed between the
many different social circles at
Olivet."
As Kuhn suggested, many
students from all different
majors and social circles found
themselves at Tabletop Games
Club at least once in a semester.
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RIDING THROUGH COLLEGE

“ It

has

been a w e s o m e t o

see peo p le

STEP F O R W A R D TO SERVE IN O U R LOCAL
C O M M U N I T Y AS W E CARE FOR HORSES.”

iding on horseback through a forest, members of the Equestrian Club
see the sunlight streaming between the trees and hear the birds
chirping merrily as they enjoy one of their favorite pastimes Students who
loved horses usually did not get many opportunities to interact with them
while they lived on campus, but through the Equestrian Club they had the
opportunity.
“Before I joined the Equestrian Club, I did not really get to be around
horses here at college,” said sophomore Katie Rummery. “ I love having
this opportunity to ride, be around horses, and build friendships.”
The people in the Equestrian Club this year enjoyed spending time with
each other and building relationships.
“I have witnessed and personally experienced friendships that were built,
and all of our members enjoyed taking breaks from campus to spend oneon-one time with these beautiful horses,” President of the club and junior

R
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EQUESTRIAN CLUB || O U T D O O R A D V E N T U R E CLUB

Elizabeth Johnson said. Members of the Equestrian Club were able to
bond and build great friendships while spending time with the horses that
they loved.
About twice a week, Johnson took a group out to assist a local widow who
they endearingly called “Nonna,” who owns four horses. They groomed
and fed the horses, mucked stalls, and helped with various barn chores.
They loved being able to minister to Nonna and share the love of God
with her by helping her in a very practical way. At the same time, they got
to spend time with animals that they love.
“ It has been awesome to see people step forward to serve in our local
comm unity as we care for horses,” Johnson said.
The Equestrian Club aimed to give students the opportunity to be around
and care for the beautiful creatures that God has created.

THE
GREAT OUTDOORS
C

limbing trees, hiking through the woods, building fires, making
s’mores: no club said “outdoors” like the Outdoor Adventure
Club. The group tried to bring this kind of excitement and love for
creation to O livet’s student body this year by venturing out into the
great outdoors and inviting students along.
“We both chose to lead this club because we love the outdoors.”
said Presidents of the club Jon Harman and Elizabeth Jenkins.
Who better to lead an outdoors club than those who have a passion
for God’s creation? Through their leadership, the club gave students
the opportunity to get away from the noise and busyness of college

and see G od’s creation.
During the fall semester, the club took trips to the Kankakee State
Park and to Starved Rock, where they hiked, camped, and simply
enjoyed nature. These get-away trips allowed students to connect
with others and build relationships in a new way. Members loved
getting to participate in outdoor activities and spend time with new
found friends.

F E L L O W S H IP

A WILD START
Z
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mily Janes, a senior zoology major, seized an
opportunity for zoology majors and all students
passionate about animals to come together, by
founding the first ever zoology club at Olivet Nazarene
University.
“One of the main goals of the ONU Zoology club is to
fulfill our responsibility of G od’s awesome creation,”
Janes said. “W hether through meetings and events
on campus, or volunteer work within the community,

E
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Z O O L O G Y CLUB || S O C IA L JUSTICE CLUB

we hope to help members uncover personal passion
within the field of environmental and animal science.”
To kick of the club Dr. Veld and Dr. Finkenbinder,
the faculty advisor, lead members of the club to the
Field Flouse Museum of Chicago. There were over 20
students who took part in the field trip which put the
Zoology club off to a strong start. The group hoped to
continue learning about creation and serving the area
through volunteer work for years to come.

TOGETHER WE STAND

So c i a l J u s t i c e C

lub

o stand up and speak out for those who cannot speak for themselves
was at the core O livet’s Social Justice Club. The ministry based on
serving the inflicted and the unjustly treated, sought to raise awareness
of often overlooked issues.
“Our members have all been passionate people wanting to speak out for
those who don’t have a voice, regardless of community, nation, or identity
label,” club president Clara Reugsegger said.
Most of the members were actively involved in the anti-trafficking efforts,
while also focusing on several other social injustices. They shared a
desire to work together in making an impact on the lives of many and to
put an end to social injustices.
Raising awareness was one of the driving motives behind the club this
year, according to Vice President Laura D ’Angelo.
“We wanted to educate and inform students on campus of social
injustices in this w orld,” D’Angelo said. “We wanted not only to provide
education on the issues, but also give students the ability to respond to
them.”

T

The sex trafficking industry was a major focus of the club this year. One
of the most impacting campaigns that Social Justice Club was able to
hold was fittingly titled “The Not-So-Super Super Bowl.”

“This annual event draws attention to sex trafficking that occurs during
major American sporting events, such as the Super Bowl,” said Dr.
Craig Bishop, Criminal Justice Program director and faculty advisor for
the ministry. “I have been encouraged and inspired to observe student
leaders serve with selfless enthusiasm in support of other human
beings.”
The club was filled with passion-driven people this year, ready to stand
up for the hurt and abused, the mistreated and ignored. They were lights
in the dark areas of this world ready to spread the love of Jesus Christ to
the hearts of many.

“W

e W A N T E D TO N O T O N LY PROVIDE

E D U C A T IO N O N THE ISSUES, BUT A L S O GIVE
STU D E N T S THE A B ILITY TO RESPOND TO
THESE INJUSTICES.”
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"W he n I w as y ounger m y
dad w as in the hospital
around Christm as tim e
having som e procedures
done, and I was
convinced that Santa
w o u ld not be able to find
me there. So m y m om
to ld m e th a t he w o u ld
k n o w I w o u ld be at the
hospital fo r Christmas.
So Christm as m orning
w e w e re planning on
going to the hospital and
w h en I w o ke up and w e n t
d o w n sta irs m y dad was
sitting right next to the
Christm as tree.’’
-A b i Hancock

I
T

Life’s a garden. Dig
it.
-B randon Jackson

I am m ost inspired
b y jazz. Being able to
be utilize the form o f
music, w h ich is already
inspirational, and m ove
outside the confines
o f the norm , and make
the m usic y o u r ow n,
is tru ly adm irable and
m esm erizing. This
w o rld has becom e an
increasingly sim ilar
society. Due to all
the tech nolog y tha t is
around us, w e have lost
o u r creativity. A rtistic
outlets are the sim plest
form s o f broadcasting
o u r true selves.
-Paul Dasilva

"I thin k that m y ideal
future w o u ld be to
travel often and m eet all
diffe re nt types o f people.
Traveling is im p o rta n t to
me because a lo t o f m y
life changing m om ents
have happened to me
w h en I w as not in the
country. I like visiting new
places because w h en you
are not in yo u r co m fo rt
zone that is w h e n you
g ro w and learn the most.1’
-H a le y Hall

Artwork from left to right: Vittoria Miulli (detail), Dustin Vail, Karah Lain, Nick Rasmussen, Joy Katenkamp, Megan Lingle, M onica Stam per (detail), and O livia Ruby
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CREATIVE COMMUNITY
A
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epartment

illed with vibrant, colorful people with a great
passion for the path they are pursuing, the Fine Arts
departm ent sparkled with genuine talent and ambition.
“ If you going to be in debt,” said fifth-year Senior Art major
Row Gebre, “it should at least be for something you love.”
Gebre, who has been in the Art Department since the
second semester of his freshman year at Olivet, seems to
embody this statem ent every day. W hen he is not playing
football, he can be found in the basement of Larsen Fine
Arts Center working on his craft, like many of his fellow
Arts majors. With just a handful of faculty to lead these
students into their futures as prospective artists, O livet’s
Art departm ent is filled with great heart.
“With each class, I am able to expand my horizons,”
Anneka Hoekstra, junior Photography major said.

F

“With every project, I become a better artist and
photographer.”
The Art Departm ent’s faculty helped foster this expansion
of horizons by providing its students with curriculum that
challenged them and nurtured their creativity. The students
encouraged and challenged one another, as well.
“I felt that the people in the Art Department were a family
in a way,” Hoekstra said. “We worked together in order to
make something happen. Everyone in the Art Department
was so unique that we all learned from one another and
that helped bring us closer.”
Creativity flowed from Larsen basement constantly as
these great minds came together to hone their skills and
share their passions.

GROW TH
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LET’S UNDERSTAND
EACH OTHER

BEHAVIORAL SCIENCE || PSI CHI

B e h a v io ra l S c ie n c e s a n d

P si C hi

love for understanding people and how they occupy this world —
this is the passion that resonated in the department of Behavioral
Sciences Department in 2016. The students in the department studied
how the mind works, how people work with other people, and how a
variety of aspects influence our perception of life.
“I am not really sure if I can separate out Christianity from what I do with
clients and students,” said Dr. Rebecca Taylor, Director of the Masters
of Arts and Professional Counseling program and a professor in the
department of Behavioral Sciences. “Many of the issues are spirituallybased. I find that I have had a tendency to integrate Biblical truth with
counseling theory. Not only have I done this in the classroom, but in my
work with clients as w ell.”
Service is an important aspect of the Christian faith and was a common
theme seen in the students of the Behavioral Sciences department,
according to Dr. Kent Olney, chair of the Department of Behavioral
Sciences.
“One thing that I have seen within our students over the years is the real
hunger to serve other people; a real desire to be of service and make a
difference in the w orld,” Olney said.
Students this year were no different, driven by curiosity about how
humans think and behave as they do and the complexity of human
nature. They worked to gain a better understanding of the world as a
whole, acquiring more knowledge and tools to pursue their passions.
Outside of the departm ent as a whole, there was an organization
that students could join to further pursue those passions. Psi Chi, a

A

psychology and behavioral sciences honors society, has encouraged
unity among the students for many years.
“Psi Chi helps bring our department together,” said Dr. Veit, Associate
Professor of Psychology. “ It sponsors a number of social-, scholarly-,
and service-related activities that psychology students and faculty have
taken part in. Psi Chi has built a greater sense of community for our
department.”
In 2016, Psi Chi provided an opportunity for students to meet people
from all different backgrounds.
“Psi Chi was so great because we got to network with other students
we may not have otherwise known,” said sophomore Alaina Wittrock. “I
grew closer to the professors outside of the classroom and got to know
them better on a personal level.”
The atmosphere of both Psi Chi and the Behavioral Sciences
department fostered relationships and ideas to grow among the sharp
and psychologically-minded students.

“A

REAL HUNGER TO SERVE OTHER

PEOPLE, A REAL DESIRE TO BE OF
SERVICE A N D MAKE A DIFFERENCE IN
THE W O R L D . ”
0
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COMPLEXITY OF LIFE
B io l o g y &

B

io p h il ic

omplex is the best way to describe biology. Every living thing
was built with very complex, intricate, and amazing systems.
The people in O livet’s department of Biological Sciences have made
it their goal to understand these complex systems. Filled with quirky,
passionate, energetic individuals, the department of Biological Sciences
has had one focus: life.
“The more biology classes I took, the more I came to see just how
complex the science of life is and the better I could appreciate G od’s
creation,” said senior biology major Alina Holliday.
For Holliday, it was amazing to think about everything that goes on
undetected in the human body every second. Learning biology at Olivet
helped Holliday increase her love for it. Junior zoology major Michael
Whalen also greatly enjoyed the subject of biology—in particular,
he enjoyed the excitement and hands-on experience of the labs.
“It was awesome to think that the principles that you learned about
were happening inside of you, allowing you to live and breathe and
experience the world around you,” Whalen said.

C
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During the spring semester, Dr. Long took a break from teaching to do
some additional biology research to expand his knowledge of biology
and learn more about the com plexity of life.
“Even something as basic as a living cell is incredibly complex, with
thousands and thousands of different kinds of molecules all interacting
in amazing ways and resulting in ‘life,” Long said.
In addition to numerous biology classes, O livet’s departm ent of
Biological Sciences has provided its students with the Biophilic Club.
Some of the events the club organized this year were tutoring services,
blood drives, and O N U ’s bone marrow drive. They also helped with the
Kankakee River Clean-up and worked on making the campus greener.
They club hosted social events like the beginning-of-the-year picnic and
an end-of-the-year cookout. They also made club T-shirts that included
“fun, geeky, biology humor,” in the words of Dr. Long. Anyone who
enjoyed biology or life could join the club to meet new people, help the
environment, and just have fun and enjoy the life they studied.

GROW TH
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LET’S GET DOWN TO
BUSINESS

B u s in e s s

and

Enactus

he Business Department certainly did not lack variety
this year according to students. No matter their
direction, however, members of the Business Department
said they benefited this year from the experience and skills
of its impressive faculty. The department worked mainly
to put students ahead, and it showed in the departm ent’s
requirement of its students of internships before graduation
as well as the in deep commitment of its professors.
“ I noticed how intentional the professors were about
wanting to improve our skills,’ said sophomore Ryan
Brodien. “They didn’t want you to just pass the class, they
wanted you to grow individually so you could utilize the
things you are learning to go out and make an impact in the
workplace.”
Leaders in a department can make a world of difference,
but if the students that enter the department are not
motivated, there is not much for the faculty to do. The
Business Department, however, did not have that problem.
“Many students were self-starters and knew how to get
work done,” sophomore Jacob Rechsteiner. “Everyone was
a hard worker and produced quality work.”
A head for business and a commitment to hard work put the
Business Department a step ahead.

T
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Beyond the department, students could also take their
passion for business and apply it to serving in the business
club Enactus. O livet’s Enactus team has been a growing,
dynamic student club on campus for more than 22 years.
Serving the comm unity was the goal of Enactus, and
they did plenty to fulfill that goal. Some members became
certified in certain areas, like filling out income taxes,
presented opportunities to help others.
“We offered free tax assistance through these
certifications,” said sophomore Ryan Brodien. “This helped
us further our skills while at the same time we were able to
help people in the community.”
The student-run service projects were beneficial to the
business students as well as helpful to the campus and
community.
“ I was a part of the group that is running the VITA (Volunteer
Income Tax Assistance) Site,” Rechsteiner said. “Through
participating in this program, I learned a lot about income
tax preparation while helping others. It was a rewarding
experience.”
Enactus hoped that the projects it put into action this year
were equally rewarding service opportunities for students
as well as for the Bourbonnais community.
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FAMILY
REUNION
am ily—this is the word that epitomizes the Communications
Department at Olivet. Professors are very close to their
students; they laugh and have fun together. Chair of the
Communications Department Dr. Jay Martinson, whom the
students refer to as “Dr. Jay,” said, “W e’re a very closely knit
department in terms of faculty and relationships with our students,
so it feels like a big family reunion every time we gather. I’m
continually amazed at the thought that I’m actually paid to have
this much fun.”
But when hard times came, the fam ily stuck together and
supported one other. 2016 was a particularly hard year for the
Comm Department because of the passing away of a beloved
professor and friend, Carl Fletcher. His love for his students and
passion for life was evident in everything he did. The faculty and
students in the Communications Department surrounded his
family with love and prayers and supported each other in this hard
time. Though the Communications Department will never be the
same without Professor Fletcher, they bravely looked toward the
future together.
One of the big projects for the Communications Department this

F

year was their revived TV program called “The Dating Gam e,”
where Professor Mark Bishop and other com m unications students
play matchmaker for ONU students, while giving comm unications
students experience with video production. Another aspect of
the Communications Department is it’s honor society, Lambda
Pi Eta, which holds meetings for its members every other month.
President of the society Annette Carr said, “We try to have one
or two events each sem ester that bring Communications majors
together to celebrate each other, have fun with one another, and
learn more about our field.”
According to Carr, one event that the society hosted this year was
titled “Whose Pie is it Anyway,” where students practiced their
improvisation skills, ate pie, and had a great time.
The relationships that were built in the Comm Department
are strong and unforgettable. Dr. Martinson described the
com m unications students as “enorm ously eclectic, highly creative,
slightly quirky, and completely lovable.”
Through the fun times and the hard times, the Communications
Department stuck together, like one big family.
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A LASTING LEGACY
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rofessor Carl Fletcher believed. He believed, contrary to popular
opinion, that radio is not dying out. He believed that radio is an
impactful, personal experience for listeners. His faith in God and in the
power of radio made him an influential voice in the lives of students,
the Olivet community, and the surrounding area.
Although already successful in professional broadcasting, the
communications professor and operations director at Shine.FM
chose instead to invest himself in the lives of future broadcasters,
communications departm ent chair Jay Martinson said.
“There aren’t adequate words to describe this wonderful human being
and the life he lived,” junior Daneli Rabanalez said.
But words continued to pour out on social media and in the classrooms
where Fletcher was known after his sudden passing on Saturday, Nov.
7.
“I've seen the impact [Fletcher] had on students and where his gifting
really lied,” Shine.FM general manager Brian Utter said. “At Shine,
we knew him as part of our team, but his main responsibility was as a
professor. He was ‘Fletch.’”
Fletcher was born July 21, 1970, in Muskegon, Mich, and graduated
from Olivet in 1992. After beginning his radio career, Fletcher returned
to Olivet as a professor. He married Camille Smith and had four
daughters: Caitlin, who is a freshman at Olivet, Camryn, Carly, and
Cara.
When Fletcher was
first interviewed for
the position at Olivet,
communications
professor Jerry
Cohagan took a
look at his previous
accomplishments and
professional resume
and had one question:
“[Fletcher], why would
you want to come to
Olivet?” Cohagan said
that Fletcher smiled
and simply responded,
“Because I’m supposed
to.”
“Fletcher left the
field of professional
broadcasting so he
could multiply himself,”
Martinson said. “He
was a catalyst that
encouraged you to
change. He reflected
Christ all the time. D on’t
let his investment be
wasted. Be changed. Be
better. Be a Carl.”
This past September,
Fletcher took a group
of radio students to
Momentum for Christian Music Broadcasters in Florida where they
were given the opportunity to go to Disney World. At the park, the
group went on the “ It’s A Small W orld” ride. There was a pause at the
end of the ride, and Fletcher decided to lead the group in a rendition

of the Doxology, complete with a four-part harmony finish, Rabanalez
said. “Everyone joined in singing,” she said.
At conferences like this, Fletcher was typically known as “Professor
Fletcher.” Even when he could be meeting with professional
broadcasters, he was hanging out with his students, helping them
network and making sure they had the best possible experience, Utter
said.
“I don’t know where to start with him. He was like a dad to us,
or maybe like a cool uncle, because he also felt like our friend,”
Rabanalez said.
Random outbursts of singing were typical of Fletcher. Personally, I’m
going to miss the boisterous singing that comes from his office,” Utter
said.
General assistant for Shine.FM and Olivet graduate Charles Sheldon
said that his singing could be heard throughout the Shine office. “There
was just this presence of joy,” Sheldon said.
Fletcher sang in a m en’s quartet at Manteno Church of the Nazarene
where he was also an Upward Basketball coach, served as a church
board member, and helped out with Vacation Bible School during the
summer.
Communications professor Mark Bishop said there w asn’t a day
Fletcher w asn’t smiling, except when the Packers lost. As a Bears
fan, Bishop had a playful
rivalry with his colleague,
and Fletcher once left a
Green Bay Packers Troll on
Bishop’s porch.
“As revenge, I’ve been
saving a Chicago Bears flag
to put in his front lawn when
the Bears beat the Packers.
It’s been years and I still
have the flag, but the Bears
still haven’t won,” Bishop
said. “Maybe I should tell his
wife to look for the flag in
the rare case the Bears beat
the Packers in the future.
When it happens, the flag
will fly, and I know he’ll be
looking down from Heaven
laughing.”
Fletcher told Rabanalez to
always smile while on the
air. “Putting on a smile helps
you. It makes it sound better
and more sincere. I do it now
whether anyone is in the
room with me or not. I’m just
smiling into the microphone,”
Rabanalez said.
Rabanalez remembered
Fletcher once becoming
emotional when she
interviewed him about
the impact of radio. “He believed so much in the power of radio and
ministry through radio,” she said. “For the rest of my life I’m going to
remember him telling me that radio does matter. Radio is worth it."
-w ritte n b y G ra ce K ing
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MINDS FOR COMPUTING,
HEARTS FOR SERVING
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n a world where technology is growing, many view it as a
hindrance to social skills, but for students who choose to
make computers their life’s passion, technology is merely
a tool that can help bring people closer together. The
students in O livet’s Computer Science departm ent take this
stance with their entire lives.
“Computer Science students at ONU are always involved,
playful, energetic, hardworking, creative, and ready to learn
new technologies,” said professor and departm ent chair
Dr. Larry Vail. “This year they wanted to use their skills and
abilities to make their world a better place.”
This passion for influencing the world through their
knowledge of technology drove Computer Science students
to work hard and learn as much as they could. “ It was
fun to actually get inside what the computer software is
‘thinking,’” said junior com puter science major Chris Bailey.
These students had a passion for using their abilities to be
a light for Christ.

S

c ie n c e

“I especially loved to witness and participate in the
transform ation of young people developing their passions
and abilities and using them to impact their world for good
and furthering the kingdom of God,” Vail said. “This really
was the fulfillm ent of our department motto: ‘Minds for
Computing, Hearts for Serving.’” The students agreed that
they loved using their abilities to positively influence the
world and share the love of Christ.
In addition to being passionate about their studies,
students and professors developed great relationships
with each other. “The people and professors really made it
enjoyable,” Bailey said. “I really felt at home with them .”
According to students, they not only used their abilities
to serve the community, but they also encouraged each
other and had fun serving together. The Computer Science
department was a place that fostered knowledge and
servanthood.
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INFLUENCING LIVES
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eachers are responsible for fostering minds and
encouraging learning.
“Every student has that one teacher who changed
their life, and that’s what we hope to be,” said
senior education major Ryan Hutton. The School
of Education at Olivet has been a place where
lives have influenced lives. Professors influenced
college students, and college students learned how
to influence the lives of the children that they would
teach.
The professors and the students had strong
relationships because the Education professors
at Olivet understood the influence that teachers
can have on the lives of students, no matter what
age. The motto of the School of Education is
“Professionals influencing lives,” and that was exactly
what they did.
“The Education professors were a wealth of
knowledge,” Hutton said. “They went above and
beyond what they needed to do to ensure their
students were ready to be teachers.”
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In 2016, the department faced several challenges.
“One of the major challenges that the School of
Education faced was the changing landscape of
education, including policy changes mandated by the
State of Illinois,” said Dr. Darcel Brady.
Education and policies are always changing, and
this was difficult for O livet’s School of Education.
However, the professors worked hard to ensure that
education students were prepared and completed all
of the necessary steps to become teachers. Despite
changing policies, the students agreed that the most
important things was striving to influence the lives of
the students that they taught.
“ I wanted to become teacher so I could help improve
students’ lives, get them on the right path, and set
them up for success in life,” Hutton said. This attitude
showed in every education student this year, in their
dedication to their path as well as their passion for
leading through teaching.
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nyone who has made the tiresome trek up
to Burke fourth floor might have assessed
that the Department of English and Modern
Languages is small, but full of life and passion.
These people—filled with a love for reading,
writing, literature, language and culture from
across all social, geographical and temporal
borders have made it their goal to bring light to
the world through language.
The classes were interactive and in a project
for the Visual Literacy class Dr. Ingram required
students to create a display on the quad.
Students learned not only the power of the
written word, but the power of visuals and
communication, holistically preparing them to
speak to a listening world.
Sigma Tau Delta allowed its members to share
their passion for culture and language among
other like-minded individuals in not only the

A
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English Department but also the other modern
languages.
“Everyone had great things to say, so I decided
to join,” said member Rachel Hensley.
Hensley, heavily involved in both the English
and ESL departments, received the chance
to experience both the English and Spanish
parts of Sigma Tau, providing her a more
comprehensive look at Sigma Tau. In previous
years and continued on throughout the year, the
society put on many events celebrating language
and literature, such as parties for Banned Book
Week, Cultural Heritage and in commemoration
of Dr. Seuss’s birthday.
One of the biggest aspects of Sigma Tau Delta
was the annual conference that is held for
students to come together, join in discussion and
read their own works to large crowds.
“Every year, we get to be a part of this huge

ENGLISH & M O D E R N LA N G U A G E S || S IG M A T A U DELTA

English gathering, 900 to 1,000 people, all of
them reading and talking about writing and
reading and we get to celebrate that we can
all do that together,” said faculty sponsor Dr.
Rebecca Belcher-Franklin.
Sigma Tau’s main goal is to give students the
ability to share their passion for literature and
language with one another, and this has been
made evident by the excitem ent of its member:
past, present, and future.
“My favorite part of Sigma Tau this year, and
every year, was the opportunity to go to nation:
convention and present a paper,” said vice
president Carrie Leato. The writers honed their
craft, working to sharpen their minds and pens
as they com m unicated through the power of the
word.
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he Martin D. Walker School of Engineering in Reed
Hall of Science was dedicated October 7 in honor
of the five million dollars donated to Olivet Nazarene
University by Martin Walker. Known as “Skip” to friends
and family, Walker “epitomized Christian business
leadership in guiding and growing a number of leading
manufacturing and business enterprises. He and his
family have supported countless industry, corporate
and nonprofit organizations through volunteer service,”
an Olivet press release said. Engineering students,
faculty, staff and the Board of Trustees gathered wearing
matching shirts that read “Martin D. Walker School of
Engineering” on the back and pins on their left shoulder
that said, “Thanks, Skip!”
“This marks a new beginning for the Olivet School of
Engineering,” said University President Dr. Bowling. “Our
buttons proudly declare Thanks, Skip!’ Skip is wearing a
button that says, ‘I’m Skip!'.”
He continued, “This is the future of engineering. It doesn’t
start 20 years from today. It starts right now.”
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Bowling noted that individuals cannot buy recognition at
Olivet, but are recognized for their gifts as believers and
followers of Christ. “Walker represents the qualities and
values we celebrate as an Olivet comm unity,” Bowling
said. “His life reminds us that success is not just about
titles and positions, but also about significance, which
flows from a life of faith, service and generosity.”
“The Lord continues to bless [the engineering program]
as we have seen great fruit already,” said Dr. Shane Ritter,
Chair of the School of Engineering. Senior engineering
student Preston Shelton said that Walker continues to
challenge the engineering students to continue to do their
best and not accept mediocrity. “We hope that God will
give us the same opportunity someday [to give back],” he
said.
Walker said, “ I want to thank God for what he’s done for
me. He’s allowed me to do things I never thought I could
do. I’m proud to be associated with all you guys and gals.
I hope and pray you’ll enjoy your profession as much as I
did. God is really the giver of this gift. He just used me.”
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od created it, Jesus died
for it, the Spirit lives in it,
w e’d better take care of it.
Helping others seems to be
the main goal of Exercise
Science majors. Physical
Therapy, Occupational
Therapy, and Personal
Training are just a few of
the major careers Exercise
Science students strived for.
The main way these students
have hoped to help others
is by helping others become
physically fit.
“Exercise Science is the
scientific study of human
movement performed to
maintain or improve physical
fitness,” said Dr. Scott
Armstrong. He has enjoyed
helping students with their
futures during his years at
Olivet. Even the smallest roles
he has played have made a
major impact on the students’
futures. He aided them in their
personal development and
future careers. The students
appreciated his willingness to
help them succeed in the field.
The Sports and Exercise
Science Club has also helped
these students succeed.
“ I really enjoyed the sense
of family that was found in
the club,” said club president
Lindsay Morr.

G
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Members of the club formed
close relationships with one
another. They each shared
the common interest of
taking care of others through
exercise science. The club
met about once a month
and provided information to
students about applying to
Grad school. They had current
Grad students or people
working in the field come
and talk to students about
their experiences and what
they do. The club also aided
students in the application and
interview process. This year,
the club partnered up with the
YM C Aand held informational
meetings for the community
on topics such as portion
control, exercising during the
winter season, and proper
lifting techniques. “I wanted to
help people,” was the reason
transfer student, Jessie Marie
Ritz, chose this major.
“God created it, Jesus died
for it, the spirit lives in it, w e’d
better take care of it,” was the
motto of the club this year.
Exercise Science students
strived to help others stay
physically fit and have aimed
to improve the health and
fitness of the community.

GROW TH

STORYTELLERS
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verybody has a story to tell. In the History
department, the students and professors had
a unique passion for learning and understanding
the stories of the world, and this passion
motivated them in their study of history.
“The study of History teaches us that everyone
is important, and that everyone has a story
that deserves to be told. It is our hope that we
can remind people of that fact by telling those
stories,” said President of Phi Alpha Theta and
senior Justine Von Arb.Understanding and telling
these stories is what many of the history students
aimed to do. “I’ve always had a passion for
history and learning about the early civilizations,
as well as the exploration and developm ent of
the Americas,” said junior Chris Bailey. Like
many other history students, Bailey loved
learning about the history of the world and the

E

Ev e r y o n e

It

is o u r

epartment

story that it tells. Fueling the students’ desire to
learn, the professors also had a heart for helping
them understand the stories of the world now
and in the past.
“My primary goal in teaching is fostering
understanding in students,” said History
Professor and Phi Alpha Theta Sponsor Dr.
William Dean. This society he sponsored
engaged students and encouraged them to
expand their knowledge and love of history, as
well as promoted the study of history through
comm unity and collaboration. The group annually
hosted a nationally recognized historian or
political scientist for lectures and conversations
on campus. Many History students loved
discussing the stories they learned and became
passionate about them with others, in Phi Alpha
Theta and outside of the society.
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“ It

is i m p o r t a n t

TO HAVE AN
E N V IRO NM EN T
W H E R E PEOPLE FEEL
LIKE THEY CAN SPEAK
FREELY W I T H O U T
JUDGMENT.”

“W e

all have

DIFFERENT BELIEFS
A N D IDEAS, BUT W E
CAN STILL ENJOY
THE CONVERSATIONS
A N D T H O U G H T S OF
OTHERS.”
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olitical science—the major where students debated, ate
cookies from professors, heard old dating stories, and learned
important lessons about life and politics. In the classroom, students
described their political science professors as fun, crazy, and
extremely passionate about that they teach. According to the
professors, their students were eager to learn, debate, and gain
a deeper understanding of political science. Professors aimed
to engage their students and foster in them the desire to learn,

P

political science.
“My favorite part about political science was interacting with the
students,” Dr. David Van H eem st—or DVH, as he is affectionately
known around cam pus—said. “Dialoguing with them, seeing them
grow over their four years, and walking alongside of them as they
seek to follow Jesus into the w orld.”
Students in political science looked up to their professors.
“My favorite part [about being a political science major] is the
professors and the way they teach,” sophomore political science
major Corrine Stout said.“T h e y’re fun, but you always learn a lot
and have your perceptions challenged. I’ve never had a class
where I didn’t learn som ething—and laugh about som ething.”
The professors truly wanted to know their students and pour into
their lives.

The political science club on campus, Capitol Hill Gang (CHG),
was open to all students, no matter what major, although most
members were political science or history majors. Senior history
major and member of CHG Isaiah Fink said,
“Capitol Hill Gang gave college students a unique opportunity: the
opportunity to freely voice their thoughts and opinions in an open
forum without fear of reproach or censorship by other members or
the university.”
C H G ’s weekly meetings consist of discussing politics and what is
going on in the world. CGH also hosts a debate every semester.
Students involved in CHG share a passion for political science and
history.
“ It is important to have an environment where people feel like
they can speak freely without judgm ent,” Senior political science
and history major and president of CHG, Jake Hileman, said.
“We all have different beliefs and ideas, but we can still enjoy the
conversations and thoughts of others. It was great to be able to
chat, rather than argue, especially when it came to the touchy
issues of politics.”
Political science majors loved talking through and debating the
issues of the day. The students and professors in political science
shared a passion for what they learned and taught.
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rom community to cosign, the Math Department
looked at the best way to help students grow from every angle.
“ I enjoyed the variety of people,” said Dr. Hathaway,
as he talked about the different students he taught.
Hathaway has been teaching for twenty-seven years,
and invested time in getting to know his students.
Likewise, the department held an event called “Get
to Know Your Math Professor,” so the students could
also get to know their professors. Students had the
opportunity to answer fun and silly questions about
their math professors and enjoyed the fellowship
with each other. There were about sixty students in
the math department, most desiring to be either high
school math teachers or actuaries.
Another one of the main events the department put
on was the math murder mystery. One of the faculty

F
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members was “killed,” and the students had to figure
out who did it. There were murder scenes set up on
campus and many plot twists to the mystery.
Math club also created comm unity amongst the math
majors.
“It was a good way to meet other people in my major,”
president Zach Rivett said.
Additionally, the math club celebrated Pi Day with
various activities, and hosted a picnic. They also had
photo scavenger hunts looking for different math
shapes on campus and even made origami.
“You really didn’t have to be good at math to be
there,” Math club treasurer Matthew Haerr said. Math
club focused more on mental puzzles and the fun side
of math.

r
“ I ENJOYED THE VARIETY
OF PEOPLE.”
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BROTHERS ON THE
BATTLEFIELD
D e p a r tm e n t o f M i l i t a r y S c ie n c e a n d
rotherhood. If one word described ROTC, it
would be brotherhood. Camaraderie between
these soldiers was strong because of the things
they faced together—both trials and triumphs. While
they had fun together: eating, playing Ultimate
Frisbee, having bonfires, and taking over campus
with epic games of capture the flag, they also
endured the hard things together. They trained and
were put through mental and physical exertion,
which forced them to rely on each other when they
felt weak.
“The brotherhood that I’ve formed with my battle
buddies will last for a lifetime,” said freshman Trent
Hillier. “The people you meet and spend time with
really help to remind you w hat’s important in life.
The bonds I’ve formed with my brothers are ones I
couldn’t really form anywhere else.”
Even in his first year of ROTC, Hillier saw the
strong bonds that are formed between soldiers.
Because ROTC cadets were not in combat, the
strength of the relationships that they formed with
each other is only a small fraction of the bonds they
will experience once they commission as officers.
“ROTC teaches the importance of trust and

B

ROTC

brotherhood,” said senior Ryan Hutton. The bond
between the cadets was only a snapshot of what
we will experience as Second Lieutenants in the
United States Army.”
These future officers were excited for the
brotherhood that they will experience after
graduation. Military instructor SFC Dean Phillips
described the bond he formed with his soldiers
when he was on his deploym ents and on the
battlefield. “I could call up any one of those guys
today, and they would drop everything and do
anything for me,” said Phillips. This is the type of
bond that forms between soldiers. They are called
brothers and sisters in arms, and that is truly what
they a re —family.
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IN PERFECT
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reative students in the School of Music could
always be found in Larsen as they wrestled
with intervals, harmonies, and intonation. From
music ministry to music education, the School
of Music produced musicians who said they felt
fully developed and prepared for life in a world
of performance. According to the students, they
poured themselves into the recitals and juries until
then, not just focusing on their own music, but also
on the music of their community.
“ I enjoyed listening to other people’s recitals,” said
sophomore Linda Aguilar. ” 1 loved how we acted
like a comm unity and went to each other's recitals
and supported each other.”
The comm unity within the school is evident in the
way that the students embrace all of the different
sections and ranges as a part of their "family."
Students said the faculty is not exempt from
this distinction as the professors show continual
concern for the growth and well being of the
students.
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“ I love all of the professors because I have a good
relationship with all of them ,” said sophom ore Tori
Kober. “ It’s impossible to choose a favorite and
put one above the others.”
Music students shared that the annual events
kept everyone on their toes since there was
always one in the works with marching band
season, Band W inter Showcase, Sounds of the
Season, H andel’s Messiah, Baccalaureate and the
Graduation Concert. The students said working
with iPads is a continual advantage to the School
as they can distribute music, schedules and
assignments with just a swipe and a tap. In the
year of 2015-16, the School received the A pple
Distinguished Program designation for being one
of the two undergraduate schools in the country to
go paperless and have the entire School of Music
work on iPads. "We are getting some attention this
year because of this distinction,” Kober said, "and
it’s really had a positive im pact on our outreach.”
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FROM THE
GROUND UP

Ph y s ic a l S

c ie n c e

n the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth...
and He then started working on people who would want to
study them. O livet’s departments of Physical Science were
filled with some of the most dedicated, faithful, and quirkiest
people on the campus. The concentrations included Geology,
Environmental Science, Geography, Geological Engineering,
Astronomy, Biology, Chemistry, and many others.
“I have always had a deep fascination for the earth,” said
junior Geology major Levi Gam bill.’T h e world is so ancient
and so full of mystery.”
Olivet’s Geology department in particular has housed some of
the most fascinating individuals, as varied and colorful as the
rocks and minerals they study.
“The Geo-science department has been organized into
a society called the Olivet Geological Society, or OGS,”
President of OGS, Andrew Klauba said. “As far as G eo
science majors go, anyone who could be considered an earth
science major has been welcom e.” Though the program was
small this year, it did not lack character.
Physical Sciences classes have also been known for

I

travelling to explore the world that they are studying first
hand. This includes field trips often, even sometimes outside
of the state. When asked about this, Gambill said, “I really
enjoy the fact that Geology is one of the few majors that has
field trips...lots of field trips. We went on a lot this year. We
could collect all the rocks we wanted, and at the same time
we developed strong friendships amongst ourselves.” When
asked about the community, junior Environmental Science
major Kristina Chisolm said, “I feel like most of the other
Physical Science people know who I am, and that makes me
feel good about asking for help or talking about classes with
them .”
Because of the sense of community felt within this small
concentration this year, the relationships formed by those in
the Physical Sciences programs will be rock-solid for years to
come.
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SERVICE
AND JUSTICE
S

o c ia l

W

ork

D

epartment

ompassionate hearts and open minds came together
to help those in difficult situations in the Social Work
department. Thorough coursework and hands-on experience
built up the department and provided students with
opportunities to find their passions within the field.
“ I would say a common trait amongst all people in the

C

department was the desire to come alongside those who
are hurting and assist them where they are at," said junior
Marissa Degroot. “The ways that the love of God was shown
through this department are comparable to the compassion of
Christ, as they find ways to be helping hands to the world.

D

ia k o n ia
“a leadership position to promote growth, community, and
camaraderie amongst the Social Work Department in order to
further education and future social work practice,” said president
Marissa Degroot. The club worked hard to build relationships
while serving each other as well as they could.

s Diakonia aimed to serve the Social Work department, the
club also provided service to the surrounding community
whenever possible. A new project for the club this year was
helping the citizens of Pembroke by chopping wood for heating
during the winter months. Diakonia’s continual goal of service
was carried out regularly as they supported each other in

A
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r im in a l

hose who were driven to improve
society and seek justice could
be found in the Criminal Justice
Department. As they moved toward
futures in law enforcement and
governm ent work, students listened
to guest speakers from the Kankakee
area and participate in field placement
to get a feel for the workplace before
entering the workforce.
“A lot of people ended up doing
internships with police departments,”
said junior Jake Wagner, “which
was easy to do over the summer,
especially at home with a local
departm ent.”
These experiences were invaluable
to those who were pursuing work
in the area of Criminal Justice.
Leadership qualities are a must for
those in the department in order to
produce students that are prepared for
everything that lies ahead. “Professors

'r t f '
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Ju s t ic e D

epartment
asked us the important questions to
make sure that we actually understood
the things that we were being taught
so that we will be able to utilize the
lessons from the classroom ,” said
junior Logan Cooper. “They set the bar
very high and they expected nothing
but absolute professionalism from us
all the tim e.”
With high expectations and successful
field placements under their belts,
students graduating from the Criminal
Justice Department were confident
in their knowledge and ability to
do everything that they had been
prepared to do.
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"IT’S A CALLING"
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Student A

aring for the sick, elderly, wounded, and so much
more —not many people can deal with what a nurse
faces every day. It takes real dedication. Nursing is not
just a job; “it’s a calling,” said Professor Deb Wright.
W right’s favorite part of her job was her students.
“ I love that I am able to share with them (and hopefully
demonstrate to them) what it means not just to be a nurse
but more importantly to be a Christian nurse,” she said.
Wright prayed for and with her students. She enjoyed
sharing her knowledge and passion of pediatric nursing
with her students.
“I think it is most rewarding to see the students have ‘ahha’ moments in the classroom and clinical setting,” Wright
said.
She loved seeing the students’ faces when they realize
that they are able to help a patient. She enjoyed seeing
them thrive and being independent in clinical settings.
Wright had a major impact on the students’ lives, and the
students have a major impact on hers. After graduation,
many students have contacted her and told her
something that she taught them that greatly aided them
in their careers. That was an amazing feeling for Wright.
Current nursing student Rachel Zwartz was hospitalized
many times as a child, so she knew from a young age
that she wanted to become a nurse.
“ I realized I have a compassion for people and children,”
Zwartz said. She wished to help people like nurses
helped her as a child.
The nursing department also sponsors the blood drive
each year. In addition, they had a senior poster/project
fair where the senior nursing students presented their
research. They also had the Nurses Pinning ceremony
for the graduates, and also the inductions of students into
the national nurses honor society, Sigma Theta Tau. The
nursing students believed that even though it took a lot of
hard work and dedication to be a nurse, those who were
called to do it would thrive.
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EDUCATION WITH A
CHRISTIAN PURPOSE
S

c h o o l of

T

heology a n d

e believe. You belong here. A phrase heard
commonly among Olivet students. It is at the
heart of O livet—education centered on a common
faith. This philosophy permeated through all of
O livet’s departments, with faithful professors and
curriculum taught with a Christian mindset. But
what of the department that truly embodies that
philosophy? Tucked away on the third floor of the
Burke Administration Building were O livet’s Theology
and Ministry students: individuals who had found
their purpose in life through the school’s mission
statement. These students, training to be the next
generation of leaders for the church, were what
made O NU’s Theology and Ministry department one
of its most crucial departments. The department
focused on cultivating its students into strong
leaders and servants who are ready to bolster the
church.
“There are a lot of classes about how to interact
with people and how to meet the needs of the
people,” said senior Ministry major Kristy Kjell. The
departm ent’s Christ-centered curriculum provides
its students with practical as well as conceptual
knowledge that they will be able to apply in their
individual ministries. Aside from academics, the
department serves as a community for fostering the
growth of faith first and foremost.

W

THEOLOGY A N D CHRISTIAN MINISTRY
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in is t r y

“The department challenged my way of thinking,”
Sophomore Youth Ministry major David Spear said.
Though the department teaches the Nazarene
doctrine, students may come to find that faith, like
many other aspects of humanity, is subjective.
“Many of the professors think differently about faith
and the church,” Spear said, “and that is important in
helping students to grow in their worldview. Getting
to talk to professors who think differently than I do
helps to strengthen what I believe.”
Not only were students challenged to strengthen
their beliefs and worldview, but they were also
strengthened by the comm unity of fellow believers
they found among their classmates and professors.
“The faculty is spectacular,” Spear said, “because
I have yet to feel neglected. Never once have I
felt like my time is being wasted, the professors
genuinely care about whether or not I am learning.”
Kjell, in agreement, spoke of her own experiences.
“I love how the professors cared about me and
my well-being,” Kjell said. And who could expect
anything less from men and women who have made
it their purpose in life to teach about the love and
ministry of Jesus Christ? Students in the Theology
and Ministry department felt the full impact of
O livet’s mission statement in a department so Christcentered.
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PASSPORT
TO ADVENTURE
Study A

broad

any people dream of foreign lands and
adventures in exotic locales.Those who
do say their lives are forever changed. Study
abroad students are among the few brave
enough to leave the fam iliar behind, at least
for a time, in the pursuit of knowledge. Olivet
offered diverse study abroad programs that gave
students the opportunity to travel to England,
Japan, Ecuador, China, India, Costa Rica, Spain,
and more.
“I grew up hearing about how much my mother
regretted not studying abroad while she was
in college,” said junior Emily Lohr, “and knew
before I even applied to Olivet that would not be
making the same mistake.”
Lohr traveled to Japan during the fall semester
of 2015.
“The East Asia Institute program at Tokyo
Christian University was amazing for so many
reasons,” Lohr said. “ In the EAI program, you
experience full integration with Japanese and
other international students. All of the classes
were dual language, with Japanese students
studying alongside me and completing group
projects with me.”
Lohr was just one of many people who have
taken advantage of Olivet’s study abroad
programs. Many students found themselves in
unfamiliar countries learning not only for their
concentration, but for the enrichment of their
lives in general.
“ I met with students upon their return,” said
Nancy Bonilla, the study abroad coordinator
for the Spanish program, “and all of them
have given me feedback about how much
they have learned and have enjoyed their
time abroad. Students said living in another
country was not easy, but it was rewarding when
they saw that after having spent years studying,
they are truly able to connect with others.”
Many people who have studied abroad
have returned reporting a broadening of
their worldview. “Not only do they learn the
language and culture, but they also learn about
themselves, how to interact with people of a
different culture, and what God is doing in other
countries,” Bonilla said.
Students that took this opportunity said it allowed
them to see how people from distant parts of the
world live and think, giving the individuals a new
context for life and culture, a context they said
will surely carry with them for the rest of their
lives.
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"C ross-country has blessed me in
so many more ways than I could
have ever imagined! Crowing
up, I never thought I w ould even
be running. I played every sport
except running and I always
thought runners were crazy for
running for fun. Fast forw ard to
m y senior year o f high school
and I decided to give it a try, but I
said for only one week. My coach
convinced me to stay until the first
meet. After that, I was hooked.
Running has taught me so much
more about myself. It has taught
me that I can push m yself to the
limits and even when I think I can’t
go any further; I can still manage
to push for a little longer. Running
has brought me some o f m y best
friends in the w hole w orld. No one
understands the life o f a cross
country runner unless you have
lived it. Running is hard. Not only
physically, but em otionally and
mentally. Your teammates truly
become your family. If it w asn’t
for running, I w ould never be
the person I am, and I probably
w o u ld n ’t have chosen the career
path of dietetics. Running cross
country isn’t just something I do
anymore; it is a part of me. It is a
gift I feel like Cod has truly blessed
me w ith, and as long as He allows
me to do it, I w ant to continue to
glorify Him w ith it."
-Sarah Ray

"Baseball has allo w e d me
to be a part o f one o f the
greatest groups o f guys on
cam pus. The cam araderie
and fe llo w sh ip on the team
are big reasons w h y it is so
enjoyable to play at ONU.
W e play fo r each other, and
challenge each oth er to be
be tte r on and o ff the field.”
-K u rtis M inton

"Playing soccer at
O live t has created a
bro th erh oo d am ongst
m y team m ates and I
that w ill last a life tim e.
Soccer has the cap ab ility
to bring tog e th e r a group
o f guys as a team to
achieve the same goal,
and I am v e ry close
w ith every one o f m y
team m ates. Being close
creates a great che m istry
fo r the group, w h ich is
beneficial both on and o ff
the field. I love each and
every one o f m y past and
present team m ates, and
I am proud to call them
m y brothers. I kn o w that
the y w ill alw ays be there
fo r me, and I w ill alw ays
be there fo r them , no
m atter what."
-Joel Andrade
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"If I had any advice for
people in this w o rld , it
w o u ld be to be con fide nt
and secure in w h o you
are. This life is to o short
to d o u b t yo u rse lf and
to hold back w h o you
really are. Be yourself,
because you 're unique fo r
a reason. D on't let anyone
tell you th a t you cant do
som ething. Be passionate
ab ou t w h a te v e r you do.
Passion is life changing.
-Isabella Reisen

ON THE RISE
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Fo o t b a l l
laying in arguably the toughest NAIA football conference in the
country, the 2015 Tiger Football team posted a 3-8 overall record and
a 1-4 mark in the Mid-State Football Association (MFSA). Olivet started
the season off with a big win over Midland University and then picked up
back-to-back wins against Trinity International University (III.) and Missouri
Baptist University midway through the season.
Defensively, the Tigers were led by six MSFA All-Conference selections
in Thomas Dexter, Lucas Limberg, Sebastian Swift, Caleb Coe, Andrew
Manganiello and Zane Burtron. Dexter posted nine sacks on the season to
go with his 64 total tacks to earn First Team honors.
On the offensive side, the Tigers running game was led by fifth-year senior
Michael Ho-Lewis who finished with 292 yards on 90 attempts, averaging
26.5 yards a game. Elvin Caldwell came on late, adding 221 yards in
73 attempts for 36.8 yards per game in just six appearances. Matthew
Wray picked up most of the playing time behind the center, throwing for

P
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10 touchdowns in 11 games, completing 156-of-292. Before a season
ending injury in game three, Rashaan Gaymon was having a stellar
season. In just three games, he had 20 receptions for 257 yards and three
touchdowns. Adam Glanders then became W ray’s favorite target, catching
54 passes for 513 yards and two touchdowns. Glanders earned MSFA
Second Team All-Conference honors for the first time in his career.
Dexter and Drew Philson were both recognized as CoSida Academic
All-Americans for their performances on the field and in the classroom.
The Tigers also had 18 players earn MSFA All-Academic honors and nine
named NAIA -D aktronics Scholar-Athletes.
“The team played valiantly. There was no quit in them ,” said Associate
Head Coach Nate Brown on the season. “As the season progressed, all
units progressed statistically. The players on this year’s team laid a great
foundation for next year and provided reason to believe that Tiger Football
is on the rise.”

played v a l ia n t l y .
no

q u i t in t h e m

.’
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CROSSCOUNTRY
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his ye a r’s Men and W om en’s cross
country team s were something out
of the ‘norm ’. As they worked toward
their goal of com peting in Nationals, the
team created a unique determined and
supportive atmosphere. Despite the fact
that Cross Country is an individual sport
and calls for personal motivation from
its runners, O livet’s Cross Country team
embraced the feeling of comm unity that
was embodied by the runners.
“It was nice to know that there were people
there, looking out for you all the tim e,”
sophomore Heather Halverson said.
This comm unity was added to by the
sheer number of runners that were on
the team. There were more than seventy
runners on the team as a whole, so there
was always someone to run with or talk to
when the time came.
“ I really like the feeling of accomplishm ent

T

that Cross Country provided,” Halverson
said. “It hurt sometimes, but I like running
because it makes me feel like my body is
capable of doing this thing, and it’s hard,
but you can still accomplish it.”
The M en’s team placed 2nd in the CCAC
Championships and 10th in the NAIA
National Championships. Dylan Creger
and Caleb Drake led the team, Creger
finishing 6th and Drake finishing 20th
in a field of over 300 runners, both men
earning NAIA All-American honors for their
times.
The W om en’s team took the CCAC
Championship, and finished 17th in the
NAIA National Championship. The team
was led by junior Sarah Ray, who finished
28th overall in the 300 strong field and
earned her second career NAIA AllAmerican honor.
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SQUAD GOALS

“ My

m o t i v a t i o n f o r b e in g a c h e e r l e a d e r

COMES FROM MY LOVE OF THE SPORT A N D MY LOVE
FOR THE PEOPLE”
144

C H E E R LE A D IN G

C

h e e r l e a d in g

very collegiate athlete has somthing that drives

E

family,” said senior Sayer Smith. “When you have to

them. Some athletes are driven by the desire for
victory, glory, or fame, but this year’s cheerleading
squad was driven by their love for the sport and for the
people around them.
“My motivation for being a cheerleader comes from
my love of the sport and my love for the people that I
am able to do it w ith,” said senior Morgan McCormick.
“I am so proud of the squad and all that we have
accomplished together this year. I couldn’t have asked
for a better group of team mates to spend my senior year

trust each other with each other’s safety, a strong bond
is formed, giving me friends that I’m sure will last a
lifetime.”

with, and they will all be sorely m issed.”
With nine seniors, the squad had a lot of talent,
experience, and wisdom. The new freshmen squad

She described how this year’s squad worked very
well together and had a genuine love for their sport.
Eylander’s motivation for teaching is “seeing what [the

members had the chance to experience the maturity and
friendships the seniors shared, and hoped to carry on
the legacy. Throughout the year, the squad continually
bonded and watched each other grow, and as a result
formed lasting bonds.
“My favorite part about being on the cheer team is the

cheerleaders] start out as and then what they finish as.”
Eyelander loved seeing her cheerleaders grow and
develop not only in their sport, but also in their maturity
and in their relationship with God. These athletes
pushed and motivated each other to improve in every

These strong friendships are what motivated and
inspired these athletes to work hard and give their best
to cheerleading.
Coach Karen Eylander considers her cheerleaders to
be fam ily as well. Eylander said, “I’ll be really sad to
see them go just because they’re all kind of like my kids
while they’re here.”

aspect of their lives, making them true “squad goals”.
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DEPTH
V

olleyball

his team had “depth.”
Four players competed to play libero, the main
defensive position. Another four played the middle position.
Five players were outsider hitters and junior hitter Taylor
Delbridge dabbled in right-side hitting. Team setter senior
Renee Enz worked hard to train freshman Ellie Adamson to
replace her.With “unlimited subs,” O livet’s volleyball team
has grown since last year, head coach Brenda Williams
said. With six incoming freshmen and two incoming juniors,
the team ’s eight returners reaped the benefits of a larger
team and a switch from a 6-2 offense to a 5-1 offense upon
W illiam s’ return. In the 2013-2014 season, Williams was
out with a concussion for eight weeks. To add experience
to depth, seniors “stepped into leadership” and the eight
incoming freshmen looked up to them and competed with
them, second season grad assistant Rachelle Wiegand
said. One of those seniors, Becky DeRuiter, was moved
from outside hitter to middle back.
“If I had been here, I’d have put her in the middle when she
was younger,” Williams said. “Her mentality and quickness
makes her a good fit for the position.” In years past, the
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Tigers had become more of an outside dominated team as
the head coach, known for training middles, was unable to
coach her team. A well-trained middle can “open up your
offense.’’Junior Katie Tabisz has become more “offensive
oriented” after getting more hits in the 5-1 offense. In the
6-2 offense she played well as a setter and hitter, but could
focus on neither. Senior Renee Enz, the T iger’s team
setter, has worked hard to be an example to freshman Ellie
Adamson who may take over her position next year. Enz
has found that Adamson holds her own.Senior Melissa
Bartholomew returned to the Tigers after injuring her
shoulder.
“ It’s been a push to come back,” Bartholomew said. “ I
started for 3 years.” Bartholom ew’s drive reflects her team ’s
verse of the year: 1 Timothy 4:12, a verse about youth
leading by example. “Many people tell you that you ca n ’t
do most things while you’re young,” W illiams said. “As a
Christian athletic team our goal is to be His exam ple.” The
T iger’s hard work paid off as they finished the season with a
conference record of 17-2.

NOTHING BUT LOVE

T

e n n is

dance party to “W obble” after a morning practice highlighted the
character of the w om en’s tennis team according to O livet’s tennis
team players. The team agreed the fun memories brought them so
close they could call it a family.
“There were so many personalities on this team that there really was
not ever a boring day,” said junior Faith Meitzler.
The variety of people on the team made every practice different and
interesting in their opinion. Unexpected moments at practices, and
the support each teammate gave one another during matches by
cheering them on created a great sense of community.
“We became a family,” said head coach Chris Tudor.
Tennis can be a difficult sport that requires a certain mindset to be
successful players said. Along with agility and strength, the team
had to have the right attitude walking onto the court. A negative or
pessimistic mindset could ruin a match for them; their mindset made
a huge difference. Even with the difficulties, however, there were
some very rewarding moments.
“The best feeling as a tennis player is when you hit a really good
shot, and even your opponents give you their acknowledgement for
it,” said junior Brooke Farley. “We got to feel that a lot this year.”
When someone hits a good shot in tennis, everyone notices,
including the player, their coach, and their opponents. Hitting a great
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shot gives them so much excitem ent and even an adrenaline rush.
During that moment, they realize that all their hard work has finally
paid off.
Tennis was an intense sport, mentally and physically, but the players
agreed it was extremely rewarding. When O livet’s team first walked
onto the court and saw their opponents, the players recalled feeling
intimidated and scared, but remembered to let go of their fears and
have confidence in them selves and their teammates, which they said
took them far as a team. In addition to the fun and games, the team
was physically and mentally prepared, and thankful for the support
and love received from their teammates. Resulting from dedication
an hard work throughout the season, Priscila Nunez was named a
NAIA Second Team All-American. The season for the m en’s team
ended with a record of 5-6, and Navarro Veys finished the season
as being ranked number 18 in the nation. The team celebrated their
successes and their friendships with each other, truly having nothing
but love on and off the court.
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G O O D SHOT, A N D EVEN YO U R OPPONENTS CAVE
Y O U THEIR A C K N O W L E D G E M E N T FOR IT.”
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STRENGTH IN MIND
AND TEAM
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M EN A N D W O M E N 'S GOLF
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ommunity—while an individual sport,
that was what the 2016 golf teams were
all about. Both the w om en’s and m en’s golf
team were very close and supportive of
each other throughout their seasons.
“We were more than a team, we are a
family,” said junior Lyndsey Herndon.
Her favorite memory from this year was
picture day where the team was simply
enjoying each other’s presence and taking
fun pictures. Golf, like most sports, is a
mental game so the players needed all the
encouragement and support they could get
from their team, but unlike other sports, golf
is also an individual sport. While playing
alone can be one of the harder parts of golf,
senior Robert W agner said,
“The hardest part of golf is the weather.”
The weather is always unpredictable. With
golf being an outside sport, players had
to be ready for anything. They played in
below freezing tem peratures with wind and
humid ninety degree temperatures. The

olf
weather greatly affects how the players
perform. Players agreed that they really
got to see the determination and talent of
a player when they are playing in the worst
conditions.
The m en’s golf head coach Damon Jensen
said his favorite part of coaching golf is
“watching the developm ent of the player
through his four years at school both as a
golfer and a person.”
It takes a long time to become good at golf
because it is a tough sport. Herndon and
Wagner have both been playing for about
six years, but there is always room for
improvement no matter how long you have
been playing. Golfing takes experience and
lots of practice. W agner said that this year’s
team was the best team they have had
since he has been at Olivet. The golf team
is hopeful for more successful seasons and
an even stronger team community.
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TR A C K A N D FIELD

nduring pain, repetition and freezing tem peratures took much
dedication and motivation for the Track and Field team as they
trained in order to compete at their fullest potential. Although it
was tough, the rigorous practices, personal drive and camaraderie
between runners made the team successful.
“Track and field can be extremely repetitive, maybe mundane at
times,” said Head Coach Mike McDowell. “The toughest part of our
sport was maintaining that high level of motivation when you’re out of
season and throughout the competitive schedule.”
Running miles and miles can wear on the endurance, but the team
fought through the mundane to prepare for the season. The athletes
agreed that it was not easy but, for those who were completely
dedicated to the sport, it was worth it.
“My favorite part of track was the cam araderie we made with our
teammates,” said senior Jacob Armbrust, who threw shot put.
Ambrust had participated in track since he was ten years old, and
continued to work hard to succeed over his years at Olivet, as well
as develop relationships with the other shot put and discus track
members on the team.

E

“They were more than teammates, they were my roommates,”
Armbrust said as he explained how he had formed many great
friendships through the sport. According to the coaches, close
relationships were crucial for the track team.
“For college track and field teams across the country, one of the
biggest challenges was having a strong team atmosphere on large,
diverse team s,” Assistant Coach Nicole Farr said.
With the varied events to compete in, the team consisted of a wide
variety of people. While it could be difficult for all the team members
to come together as a whole, the team overcame the challenge and
succeed both individually and as a team. The m en’s team captured
the ONU qualifier title and finished third at Challenge. Armbrust set a
new shot putt record, and Caleb Drake, Chris Aschemann, and Dylan
Creger made it to Nationals. The w om en’s team achieved many
accomplishments as they took third place at the Chicagoland Invite,
and second place at the ONU invite. Tiffany Ray joined the NAIA
National Oualifiers, and Amy Blucker set a new school record with
second best throw in NAIA.
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fter spring break 2016, the Olivet M en’s
Swimming team cam home NAIA National
Champions and the w om en’s swimming team
finished runners-up. The teams made a record
splash, as this was the first NAIA National
Championship in O livet’s collegiate athletic team ’s
history.
“We knew we had it in each other to take home
the trophy and we reminded ourselves of that
end goal every chance we got, all throughout
the season,” said senior Calvin Price told Sarah
Ortman in an interview with the GlimmerGlass.
The men scored a total of 713.5 points, beating
their closest opponent by nearly 115 points and
the w om en’s team scored 502.5 points at the
National Association of Intercollegiate Athletics
(NAIA) championship held in Columbus, Georgia.
The team ’s success was not easily earned.
The swimmers spent over twenty-one hours a
week practicing long and hard hours in order to
compete. They practiced three mornings a week,
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every single night, and even Saturdays.
“My favorite part of swimming was cheering for
each other,” said junior Tiffany Ray said. The 2016
team had a very strong support system, which
carried them through to the championship.
“We have a strong group of friends that look out
for each other,” said Sophomore Kristena Poll.
Diving, as well as swimming, was a very
challenging sport, mentally and physically.
“Diving is an extremely mental sport and it takes
a ton of character to get up on the board to do
a dive that might just terrify you,” said Graduate
assistant diving coach Connor Howard. Divers had
to overcome this fear every time they step foot on
the board. Being successful at diving took a lot of
courage and precision, as well as a lot of practice.
According to Howard, he enjoyed watching the
divers grow and improve over the season, which
they did greatly, contributing to the te a m ’s overall
successful season.
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MEN'S BASKETBALL

COURT HEROES

m e n 's b a s k e t b a l l
n integral part of Tiger sports, the m en’s
Basketball team has been supported by
students and alumni alike. The homecoming
basketball game is always one of the most
anticipated parts of O livet’s annual homecoming
weekend and the team has gone on to many
victories in the C C A C —the Chicagoland Collegiate
Athletic Conference.
“ I love the aspects of collegiate athletics,” said
the team ’s Grad Assistant Antonio Marshall. “The
competition and the spirit was very inspiring.”
The team had many accomplishm ents in the
previous years, including awards of Conference
Regular Season Co-Cham p and Tourney Champ by
the CCAC in the 2014-15 season. The 2016 team
was similar, with a season that was filled with great
plays by talented players.
Not only did competition and the spirit of play drive
the team this season, but the players were also
filled with determination and compassion for each
other and for the sport.
“They were a determined, hard-working group
of guys,” said Head Coach Ralph Hodge. “The
real story of Tiger basketball has always been
the players; they’ve been the real heroes of this
program and this season was no different.”
The student body cheered them on with every
exciting game making it an unforgettable year for
both the crowd and the players, according to the
team. The Tigers finished the season strong with a
conference record of 17-4.

A

“T

T

he real s to r y o f

Basketball

ig er

has alw ays

BEEN THE PLAYERS; T

h

EY VE

BEEN THE REAL HEROES OF
THIS P RO G RAM "
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Basketball

With ninety-degree heat, an open arena, birds flying
overhead and officials shouting in Spanish, the Olivet
w om en’s basketball team experienced their sport
together like never before as they had the opportunity
to play in Puerto Rico over Thanksgiving break. The
team mates all highlighted the trip as an unforgettable,
bonding experience for the team.
“The relationships I built with the players, the
relationships the players built with one another, and the
relationships we all built with the Lord are the things
that really last,” said Head Coach Lauren Stamatis.
The coach shared that this year’s team was one of the
most talented teams she has had so far at Olivet and
that the friendships that formed among the teammates
were very strong.
“ I came in as a freshman super nervous and they
all became my best friends in no time at all,” said
freshman Sierra Riley, who agreed that the team was
her favorite part of playing basketball at Olivet. They
helped her fit in right away; the combination of the
players’ sense of humor, acts of love, and devotion to
the sport made being on the basketball team a great
and fun-filled experience. Despite tearing her ACL in
both knees just a few years before she graduated high
school, Riley worked very hard to become an Olivet
tiger and is glad that she did.
The team gained four new players this year, two
freshmen and two transfers who all fit in right away.
Like Coach Stamatis, assistant coach Brooke Peterson
said,
“My favorite part of coaching basketball was being able
to build relationships with the girls on the team .”
Coaches and players agreed that the strong bonds
the players and coaches had with each other were
what made the team truly successful. They supported
each other, helped each other out when needed, were
very welcoming to new players, and most of all made
the sport fun. The team had many exciting victories
throughout the season, including a win against Holy
Cross, Number five ranked St. Francis, IUSB, Ashford,
as well as other competitive schools. In January,
Abbey Hengesbach scored her 1,000th point against
Holy Cross. The team achieved an outstanding
season record of 29-6, and Hengesbach, to cap off her
incredible career at Olivet, was named the 2016 NAIA
National Player of the Year. According to the players,
without the incredible relationships they had with one
another, the team would not have been the same.
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PLAYING IN THE PRESENT
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DO ING IN THAT PRESENT M O M E N T , EVEN IF T H A T M EANS
FORGETTING W H A T JUST HAPPENED IN THE LAST I N N I N G ”
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SOFTBALL

S oftball
eam m ates—the most important part of any sports team.
Whether the softball team won or lost a game, the team was
always there to support and encourage eachother.
“My favorite part of softball at Olivet is the gr eat friendships I
have made with my team m ates,” said senior softball player Katie
Megyesi.
According to Megyesi, the team means everything to her and she
loves competing against softball team s at the collegiate level. Every
game, the players said, was a new challenge for the team because
they did not know what to expect from the other team. They played
their hardest, hoped for the best and rolled with whatever happened
without looking back on the past.
“In softball, you have to have a short-term memory,” said head
coach Hannah Gardner. “ Players have to concentrate on w hat they
are doing in that present moment, even if that means forgetting
what just happened in the last inning.”
Nothing they did could change the past. Playing in the present
moment was the philosophy that made the softball team successful.
In addition to forgetting the past, they also did not think about the
end result. Concentrating on the present moment, players believed

T

would make the most of the end result. Softball players have the
whole team to depend on if they are not doing their best, but it could
be hard to keep the morale. One challenge the team faced was
trying to stay optimistic and confident in themselves.
“It's easy to get down on yourself,” said assistant coach Jordy
Truelock, “but that is why softball is a team sport, so your
team mates can lift you up when you are feeling down.”
The softball team has always been a second family to Truelock.
According to her, they are always there for her, and nothing could
ever change that. Being on the softball team at Olivet was more
than just the sport; it was the close relationships they formed with
their team. Without these relationships, the team would not be as
successful as they were. Over Spring Break, the team had the
opportunity to play in Arizona.The Lady Tigers wrapped up play at
the Tucson Invitational on Saturday, March 12, and returned home
with an impressive 12-6 overall record, after finishing 11-3 on the
week.
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THE COLLECTIVE "WE"

162

BASEBALL

Baseball
he Tiger Baseball team played hard this year and worked to
include a team mentality in all their practices and games
throughout the season. Foul balls and home runs were all
celebrated together as a team rather than focusing on
individual performance over everything else.
“Last year I felt like a few of us got wrapped up in the individual stats
and attention of the game instead of focusing on our team mates and
the win column, but this year it was different,” said sophomore Nick
Campe. “Everything we hit, throw, and field was done with the mindset
of “we."
With the mindset that they could only get better together, the team
spent the season building responsibility and accountability to each
other through every inning, all while playing the game that they love.
“We loved to have lots of fun during practice, and stay loose and enjoy
just being able to play college baseball." said junior Blake Uhlman.
This continual team building made it possible for the players to
appreciate individual contribution to team success through the whole
season while getting to see the improvement in the team as a whole
by understanding that the improvement took work from everyone.
“Through all the blood, sweat and tears, we have created a band of
brothers, through the ‘w e’ mentality that we carry,” said freshman
Ryan Mills. The Tigers started off their season strong with only one
conference loss and swept the board by taking both Chicagoland
Collegiate Athletic Conference Baseball Player and Pitcher of the
Week. By the power of the collective “we” the team went on to have a
successful 2016 season.
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ill sprints, mud dives, suicides—
these are signs of hard work and
commitment. The m en’s soccer team did

H

not settle for the easy route, but instead put
in the work and reaped the results. Although
they said they were disappointed that they
did not return to nationals for the first time
in four years, they ended the season with a
winning record.
“We believe that hard work, dedication,
positive attitude and mental toughness play
a major role in consistent and long term
success,” said head coach David Blahnik.
The team hoped to bring a challenge to the
other teams at nationals next year.
More importantly than a record, the men
bonded and became a tight group.
“Our coaches were great leaders,” said
junior Davis Domagalski, “and the team was
full of great guys. Some of my best friends

“W

here at school were from the soccer team.
It has been a great program to be a part of.”
Being close with other members of the
team is important to their soccer games;
it allowed them to work together and be
an effective team. Players and coaches
encouraged “an atmosphere where players
keep each other accountable and help one
another out when they are struggling.”
The team ’s goals were achieved not only
by talent but by hard work and dedication.
These things and the strong bond that the
team formed worked together to create
a productive and powerful soccer team.
The team was able to accomplish a record
of 12-5 and they hoped their mental
toughness would continue to bring the team
success.

e believe t h a t h a r d w o r k

,

DEDICATIO N, POSITIVE ATTITUDE A N D
MENTAL TOUGHNESS PLAY A MAJOR ROLE
IN CONSISTENT A N D LONG TERM SUCCESS.”

164

M E N ’S SOCCER

A U T H E N T IC C O M P E T IT IO N

165

NEVER FORGOTTEN
W

o m e n ’s

ieng the number one team in the country was an
amazing accomplishment for the w om en’s soccer
team this season. After they made a comeback in the
second half of the game with two goals taking them into
double overtime, Olivet tied with Lindsey Wilson College.
Not only did they tie with the number one ranked school,
but they also beat the number four ranked school,
Cumberland, and broke some school records. The team
was ranked among the top twenty-five teams in the NAIA
coaches’ poll.
O livet’s soccer team was very successful this year, but
they could not have done it without their supportive
team mates and soccer is a mental game, according to
senior Ana Gomez.
“For example, if you made a bad pass or took a bad
shot, a soccer player had to develop mental toughness
to overcome the mistakes, learn from it, and not let it
influence the way the rest of the game was played,” said
Gomez.
Gomez began playing soccer in England when she was
about eleven years old. She played club and high school
soccer, was on the Scottish W omen’s Premier League
and then played for the ONU Tigers. Gomez was an
important asset to the team, as were all the players.
Since soccer is such a mentally challenging game, the
players said they needed all the support they could get.
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“It was such a positive atmosphere that our team really
was a family,” said freshman Amanda Roche.
The team got along with each other very well and pushed
each other to do their very best. With this past season
being her first year on the team, Roche said that it was
inspiring playing with such great leaders.
Head coach for the w om en’s soccer team, Bill Bahr said
he enjoyed watching the players grow in the sport and
grow as people. “ I love Christ, I love young people, I love
to teach, I love ministry, and I love soccer,” said Bahr.
He was the most proud to see his players commit
them selves fully to the Lord.
“Great wins and championships are easily rem em bered,”
Bahr said, “but when one’s name is written in the Book of
Life, it is never forgotten.”
The sport was very important to him, but he expressed
that the Lord was most important of all. A few of the
highlights of the 2015 season included the four Tigers
who earned NAIA Daktronics Scholar Athlete honor,
and Betsy Hetrick, Liz Wahl, and Sarah Vrosh earned
NAIA All-America honors. Hetrick was also named CCAC
Player of the Year. With Christ, hard work and supportive
teammates, the soccer team said they had a very
successful year. The Lady T iger’s success was evident
by their conference record, 10-2.
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IN T R A M U R A L S

WORK HARD
PLAY HARD
In t r a m u r a ls
ntramurals were a way to have an atmosphere for fun
competition, yet enjoy the time away from the busyness of
life, according to intramural coordinator Tom Ward.
“Having intram urals is important because it is an important
way that we can serve the students of Olivet,” Ward said.
“College students are just busy people involved in so many
things, having stress filled lives with homework, classes
and jobs and different things. We just try to cultivate an
environm ent of competitive sports, and just an opportunity to
meet new people and have fun.”
Activities such as these aimed to bring back the unity among
students as the sem esters go on, reminding them that a little
fun is always important.

I

“ I love the intramurals because the focus is competitive fun
through many options of sports,” said junior Joy Katenkamp.
“Teams are also working together to earn championship
T-shirts which are kind of a big deal.”
The games provided a way for people to have fun and
relax with their peers, and the diversity of sports allows the
students to find a sport that fits them. Providing opportunities
for the Olivet family to come together and enjoy nights
of competitive sports, as well as a chance to focus on
the importance of fun and laughter is important to have
throughout their time on campus, according to participants.
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ULTIMATE CHALLENGE
B LAC K P E N G U IN S & L A D Y P E N G U IN S

he Black Penguins Ultimate Frisbee Team had an intense
season as they trained for tournaments and worked towards
Nationals. Seeing Nationals in the team ’s past motivated the
Penguins to push themselves even harder to make it back to the
competition.
“I like being on the team for the competitive aspect of playing the
game and just being able to be active,” said sophomore Kellen
Lake.
Other players echoed this and also commented on the feeling of
camaraderie that was shared among teammates.
“It’s a brotherhood,” said sophomore Caleb Hannah. “We know that
all the guys have got our backs anytime and that is definitely my
favorite part of being on the team .”
The team agreed that tournaments are one of the most exciting
things that they do since the tournaments are a chance to hang
out, play the sport and go on a road trip with friends on the team.
Tournaments also provide opportunities for fun during the game.
“To celebrate, everyone on the field for the first point after halftime
ran through the end zone over to the tent designed for relaxing
after games,” said sophomore Noah Wilson when asked to
describe a game full of Penguin points. “We all jumped onto the
couches and put up our feet. We eventually made it back to the
sideline and we ended up winning the game.”
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The Black Penguins worked hard and played hard preparing for the
games ahead. The Lady Penguins started the year with a younger
team than usual and an eye on having fun while they improved
their game.
“We had to get to this tournament super early and we were all
parked together so we cranked up the music in our cars,” said
co-captain Alyssa Pifer recalling a tournam ent in October, “and we
were dancing around in the parking lot. It was a lot of fun.”
Growing together as friends and team mates did not get lost in the
enjoyment and exertion of practices and games. Bible studies and
road trips to tournaments were chances to build up friendships on
the team.
“ I love that I get to make all these friends where some are
upperclassmen, some are underclassmen, and they’re from all
different parts of the school,” said freshman Samantha Schultz.
Since the team is a club sport, any athlete can join to learn and
play the game with the other Lady Penguins.
“ It’s really fun getting to see the girls grow from the beginning of
the school year to our tournaments in the spring,” said co-captain
Hannah Schmerschneider.
Improving from amateurs to winning games was a challenge for the
team as a whole, and in 2016 they more than rose to the occasion.

AUTHENTIC

ART

“Music means a lot to me
for tw o reasons. One, it
helps me express my self
in a different way. And
tw o, I accepted Christ
through music, which is
w hy worship is my favorite
w ay of glorifying the Lord.
The best thing about music
is that it impacts everyone,
maybe not in the same
w ay but it has the power to
really move you."
-Paul Davison

"I am passionate about
creating, Cod has blessed
more than I could ever
imagine or ask for, and I
believe it’s my privilege and
duty to use the gifts that He
has given me to glorify Him
and create beautiful and
meaningful things, whether
that be singing or taking a
photo or creating something
w ith my hands. A rt has given
me a voice and a means to
communicate the things that
I’ve been learning as I grow
into w ho I'm becoming and
w ho Christ is shaping me to
be.”
-M ichael-A ndrew Spalding

"For me, art is a diverse
am algam that helps human
beings express them selves
w ith beauty. In m y life,
m usic has been th a t art.
Being Puerto Rican, I can
say tha t po pu lar traditional
m usic has had a great
e ffect in the de finition o f
the culture o f m y island,
as w e ll in m yself, and to
a certain extent, it com es
to define individuals. W ith
m y saxophone and the
a b ility the Lord gave me
to play it, I can w o rsh ip
Him w ith the art o f music. I
intend to becom e a d o c to r
in m edicine and hope to
stud y m uch m ore about
neural and cognitive effects
o f m usic in humans. I am
honored to w o rk w ith
music, the art that Cod
him self created."
-A le xa n d e r Freytes Campos

"A rt is the o u tpou ring o f
thoughts, o f w onder, o f
dreams, o f reality. Every
piece is m eant to d ra w in,
capture, and evoke feeling
fro m those experiencing
it, w h ich w ill each leave
the piece changed. A
part o f them has been
expended and filled. Music
is ju s t the same. A song can
em ote joy, fear, sorrow ,
taking listeners o u t of
th e ir o w n circum stances
and into another w o rld
in w h ich nothing exists
but this in te rw o ve n line
o f m elodious m om ents.
And yet, the listeners are
sim ultaneously brought into
a w h irlw in d o f m em ories o f
th e ir ow n pasts, inspired by
the spark o f em otion that
the m usic has provided,
jo in in g all listeners tog ether
fo r that b rie f tim e.”
-H a y le y M arcordes

STAGES OF LIFE
Broadw

ay

hile not letting life pass them by, the Green
Room artists let life pass by their audience as
they showcased a production of the different stages
of life in their Broadway Revue performance. From
behind the scenes to the night of performance,
the cast connected with the audience through
the different scenes that related all too well to the
happenings of life. Each production walked the
audience through the years of early childhood, to
teenage angst, to finding a place in the adult life. The
audience was in uproar with appraisal and rounds of
applause. W hat made this production extraordinary
were the directors that helped put this together.
“The show was all about different stages of life,” said
senior Hannah Martin, “and the directors are actually
all different ages. So they all have different years of
experiences in the show and the dynamics brought
different perspectives to the show to make it unique,

W
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new and exciting. With the content that they created,
they definitely executed it well.”
With the quality of the production, hard working
people were definitely behind the making.
“Being a new director has definitely been a new
learning experience” said sophomore Hope Morris,
lead director of the production. “It has been stressful
but very very rewarding. I love getting to create
a story that flows and also create smiles from my
actors and audience.”
An important aspect of theater to the performers was
leaving the audience with something to remember,
and sophomore Paul Hubbard wished the same.
“ I wanted the audience to find enjoym ent through
this,” Hubbard said. “And be able to reflect on what
their lives can be in the future.” Audience members
and performers agreed, it was definitely a night for
jovial emotions, reflection, and true theatrical fun.

A U T H E N T I C ART

RAW EMOTION
Fall P lay : W

it

heater is more than just entertainment; it impacts the
audience’s lives. 2016 ’s fall play, “W it” by Margaret
Edson, was about a w om an’s battle with cancer. Ashley
Sarver played the lead role of Dr. Vivian Berring, the cancer
victim and even shaved her head for this performance. “
Yes, I have a huge dedication to theater, but it goes deeper
than that. By shaving my head, I was honoring everyone who
had struggled with cancer,” Sarver told Nathan DiCamillo in
an interview for GlimmerGlass.
S arver’s grandpa passed away from cancer right before
the weekend of the first opening, according to DiCamillo’s
interview with Sarver. S arver’s character was going through
the same things that her grandpa was going through, and
her character could relate to it. “W it” was an emotional play
that made people think more deeply about their lives. “It’s a
fearful journey knowing that w e’re all going to die, but this
play shows that, although there is fear of the unknown, it’s
the journey to the next step,” said school play director and
Communications professor, Jerry Cohagen in an interview

T

with Lauren Stancle for the GlimmerGlass. Sarver also
learned a lot about life from the play. She told DiCamillo that
life is more than just our personal achievem ents; it is the
simple things that matter in life. We are not just who others
label us to be. Cohagen hoped people would still come to
the play despite the serious subject matter. He said that even
though the subject of the play is sad, there was still some
humor in it, according to his interview with Stancle. This play
had an influence on the audience in how we are living our
lives.
“My favorite part of theater itself is that it tells stories that a
lot of times people w ouldn’t hear otherwise,” cast member
Hope Morris told Access ONU. Many people know someone
battling cancer, and “W it” portrayed the true side of it. It
showed what life is about and what really matters. “W it” was
an emotional play that not only entertained, but also impacted
the lives of the people in the audience.
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THE WEEKEND WONDER
O
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V

ith just a w eek to prepare, the Orpheus
Choir w ent all out to put together the
Orpheus Variety Show in the fall. Rehearsals
ran late and friends got closer as the show time
neared.
“ It’s inspiring to see our family work together and
w ork diligently in order to do our task well,” said
president Daneli Rabanalez.
W hile acts may not always be perfect, the
audience does not mind as they are entertained
by the singers. During the show itself, the
audience gets to see a side of Orpheus Choir that
does not often find its way onstage.
“ Being onstage and making a complete fool out of
yourself is a big part of what the Variety Show is,”
said sophomore Jayme Putney.
Among the favorite acts in the show were the
m en’s rendition of “My Heart Will Go On,” along
with the opening and closing numbers that
included dance moves called “fruit basket” and
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“disco basket.”
“My favorite act was the belly button song,”
said junior Karah Lain. “The performers were
so serious about it, which made it all the more
amusing, and the choreography was perfect. I
watched it from backstage during all four shows.”
The Orpheus Variety Show was all about making
music, having fun, and laughing; this year, the
singers agreed that they definitely achieved that
goal.

“ It ’ s

in s p ir in g t o

see

O UR FAMILY W O R K
TOGETHER A N D W O R K
DILIGENTLY IN ORDER TO
DO O UR TASK W E L L . ”

A U T H E N T IC AR T

181

THE CHRISTMAS CAROLS
OF CENTENNIAL
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hile the crowds bustled and the children laughed, people
everywhere hurried to get their seats, if they were lucky
enough to get one in the crowded auditorium. The lights dimmed
and everyone waited in silent anticipation. Then, the first notes
of the O livet’s orchestra floated over the crowd in a wonderful
array of Christmas sounds. The smiling voices of the Olivetians
joined in with the sound of the strings. Sounds of the Season
had returned. For the much anticipated event, the entire Olivet
School of Music came together to put on this annual event,
Sounds of the Season for a crowd of over 3,000 people,
including Olivet students and the community of Bourbonnais
and Kankakee. From the marching band to the jazz band, to
the flautists and the harpists, musicians of all types played their
hearts out in glorious Christmas song. Many different choirs,
such as Orpheus, Gospel and Apollo were able to showcase
their talents and use their voices to praise God and celebrate
Christmas.
This event was very important to the school and to the
community.
“ It was an opportunity to feature a lot of different groups from the
school,” said head of the School of Music Dr. Don Reddick. “ It
was our gift back to the university and community, a chance to
say thank you for supporting the Arts at ONU.”
The quality of the music at this year’s Sounds of the Season
was heard to be unmatched. Voices and instruments created
beautiful music that was unprecedented at Olivet, according to
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Reddick.
“I do believe the quality of this ye a r’s program was the best yet,”
Reddick said.
For example, two beloved music professors, Dr. Paul Kenyon
and Dr. Karen Ball performed a piano duet that blew the crowd
away. Few students usually get to see their teachers perform
and excel at what they do best, making this a special opportunity
for music students.
“ I think this ye a r’s event was spectacular,” said sophomore
harpist Katie Obi Obasi. “I was floored by the outstanding,
talented people we have here at Olivet. I am proud of all of those
who performed and grateful for the amazing professors.”
Olivet certainly did not lack in skill, and professors made sure to
uphold this standard.
“ I believe that skillful, excellent music making can be a real and
powerful witness,” said conductor of the University Orchestra
and Concert Singers Dr. Neal Woodruff. “Credible craftsmanship
must be part of credible worship and w itness.”
Many appreciated when the university president Dr. Bowling
came onto the stage during the song Silent Night.
“My favorite part of the second half is when Dr. Bowling read the
Christmas story,” Reddick said. “Even though we have done it
for several years, it still felt special. I think it is great that we are
an institution that places the Christmas story at the featured spot
in the program .”
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SING HALLELUJAH
M

e s s ia h

rom cathedrals to fam ily tables, people have sung the
Messiah, or pieces of it like the Hallelujah chorus, for
centuries all over the world. One of the locations in which it has
been found is none other than O livet’s own campus.
“This was O livet’s eightieth year performing it,” said head of the
school of music Dr. Don Reddick when asked about O livet’s
performance of the piece.
An instrumental part of coordinating the performance, Dr.
Reddick spoke very proudly of the event, which has always
been a significant undertaking for practically the entire
department. The students worked incredibly hard, learning the
incredibly difficult music for months.
“The university orchestra and all university choirs participated
to make this event possible this year,” Reddick said. “We
started rehearsals halfway through the sem ester to make sure
it was as well done as possible.”
The music, written during the Baroque period of art, is
incredibly complex, and is an extreme challenge to learn.

F

“From an instrumental standpoint, the Messiah was super
challenging,” said junior music major Leandra Decatoria. “ I
absolutely loved the music, but it was extremely hard to learn
and play.”
Sandra Reedy, a member of the community who has attended
the Messiah production every year for the past decade shared
that she enjoyed the beautiful music.
“ I love the ambience I see every year,” said Reedy when asked
why she attended so faithfully. “ It’s always very calming and
you can feel the joy of the Lord very deeply through the music.”
Reedy expressed the true meaning of the concert and the
reason for the season. “ It is always our Christmas gift back to
the community,” Reddick said when asked why the tradition
has carried on so long.
Eighty years faithfully devoted to a magnificent testament to
the joy and glory of the Lord has affected many in both Olivet's
community, and outside of it.
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SOUNDS LIKE FAMILY
O r p h e u s C h o ir

GOD created.
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O R PH EU S C H O IR

ong rehearsals and weekend
tours bring Orpheus together
throughout the busyness of the
school year. The hard work of
rehearsal is offset by jokes, prayer
and family bonding.
“Dr. Bell did a great job of making
a tight-knit family of seventy-four
people,” said sophomore Jayme
Putney. “He made sure that we
could rely on each other through
prayer.”
Game nights and retreats were
planned with strengthening
friendships in mind.
“ I love that we are a family which
prays for each other, encourages
each other and supports one
another,” said president Daneli
Rabanalez.
Tours gave the choir a chance to
deepen relationships, and Dr. Bell
a chance to hand out awards for
whatever he deems worthy once
the tour is over.

L

“ I left my pillow behind in a host
home during a tour and had to ask
the host family if I could go back
and get it,” said sophomore Steven
Case. “When we got back, I was
awarded the Steven Pillow Case
award.”
Their ministry through music
students said could be appreciated
when preparing for a performance.
Songs like Amor de Mi Alma
provide opportunities for Orpheus
to share their love for each other
and for God with those who sit in
the seats to hear them.

I LOVE THAT W E
ARE A FAMILY”

CART
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FREEDOM TO
PRAISE
G

ospel

C

h o ir

ne of O livet’s most consistently enthusiastic choral ensembles
this year was its Proclamation Gospel Choir. Under the
direction of Professor Jasper Taylor, this choir lived into the grand
tradition of passionate Gospel music through its passionate
members and lively music choices.
“My favorite part of Gospel Choir was the freedom to praise how
we like,” said junior member Tatiana Diaz. “The energy in the music
and the depth of the lyrics was wonderful. I love how, as a group,
we could have fun during rehearsal while learning new music.”
The members of the choir worked together and shared their
passion in every performance.
“My favorite part of being in Gospel Choir this year was the
comm unity and the fact that we were all there to worship,” said
junior Connor Berg, “not just to sing and not just to sound good, but
to praise God through music.”

O

This praise was evident to all who attended their shows. Each
singer overflowed with energy and zeal with every note and chord.
Their infectious joy spread to every concert, every performance.
“They were all very respectable and polite,” said member of
O livet’s Apollo Choir Dakota Hunter when asked what it was
like singing with the Gospel Choir for Sounds of the Season.
“W hen they appeared in a choir setting, they were very focused,
both individually and collectively. They also appeared to be very
passionate about their music and bringing praise
to God.”
Gospel Choir was a perfect example of how God can work through
music as the choir sang their hearts out and brought a piece of the
kingdom not only to O livet’s campus, but to the com m unity as well.

. . . W E W E R E ALL THERE TO W O R S H I P .
N

o t just t o

s in g a n d

n o t just t o

sound

G O O D , BUT TO PRAISE G O D T H R O U G H MUSIC.’

GOSPEL CHOIR || APOLLO CHOIR

A DIFFERENT TYPE
OF OUTREACH

A

pollo

et apart from other musical groups on O livet’s campus,
the Apollo Choir performed strictly secular music,
including jazz, pop and Broadway tunes. By singing
secular music, Apollo Choir could get into places that they
otherwise would not have been able to. Their quality music
pulled in the secular world and allowed them to appreciate
the gifts that God gave to these students.
These students loved sharing the light of Christ and the
gifts he has given them through secular music this year.
“ It was a lot of people that were passionate about music,”
said sophomore Sarah Albertson, “and that passion was
infectious.”
They had a passion for sharing their gifts with a crowd that
was different from the norm. This passion brought them

S

C

hoir

together and allowed them to share this love for music with
each other.
“Apollo Choir provided an opportunity for students who
enjoyed singing to come together, build friendships and
sing,” said Apollo Choir director Dr. Don Reddick. “They
were talented, fun to be around, and knew how to give 100
percent.”
Apollo Choir showed Christ by being a light and sharing
their passion for music in a different way through secular
music. Because they were not the typical Christian college
choir, they were able to reach secular crowds outside of
Olivet. This became their new outreach, and their unique
ministry.
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SOUND OFF
S

ound

Fo u n d a t io n

ound Foundation’s second year of performing was even
better than its first. As the only show choir at a Christian
college or university, Sound Foundation had their work cut
out for them as they grabbed the audience’s attention at
Sounds of the Season, and various competitions throughout
the year.
“ I’ll never forget the first time this group took the stage,” said
assistant director Ben Geeding. “When the lights hit and the
audience cheered, I could sense this surge of energy course
through their collective presence. They were there to make a
statement and they succeeded.”
The same statement was made in Manteno when Sound
Foundation made a guest appearance at Manteno High
School’s Show Choir Invitational.

S
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S O U N D FO UNDATIO N || HANDBELL CHOIR

“Not only was it a great showing for Olivet, but I believe that
it was a great witness to Christ through the actions of the
individual members of our group,” said sophomore Josh Dille.
Trips to com petitions and guest appearances at high school
invitational highlighted this school year for the members of
the group. Through the long year, the choir supported each
other and worked hard at rehearsals.
“We saw each other when things are great and when
things are not so great,” said sophomore Olivia Loew. “The
camaraderie that formed among the members contributed
greatly to the impressive perform ances.”
The members of Sound Foundation agreed that they made
good progress this year, setting the stage for the years ahead
in the show choir world at Olivet.

GIVE THEM A HAND
H

andbell

C

h o ir

he sound of ringing followed the Handbell
Choir wherever they went. Rehearsals
and perform ances were positive experiences
for instrum entalists and audiences alike.
According to the musicians, practices had a
lighthearted atm osphere where learning and
rehearsal was surrounded with smiles and
enjoyment.
“Practice was always am using,” said junior
Julie Shreves. “We got practice in, and we
also got lots of laughs in, as we talked about
random topics during breaks.”
Their bells could be heard resounding and
harmonizing at concerts like Sounds of the
Season where they played complicated
pieces often requiring hand fulls of bells and
special techniques.
Classic pieces were tackled alongside some

T

that were more adventurous choices for the
choir to take on.
“ I especially loved the Christmas music we
played in the lobby at Sounds of the Season,”
Shreves said.
Unlike many instruments, handbells are not
normally introduced in early music classes,
but practiced skills led the choir to success.
The unusual instrument may have presented
new learning experiences for some of the
musicians, but they set their mind to it and
learned.
“ I have loved learning the techniques involved
in ringing the bells and being challenged by
some of the pieces,” Shreves said.

“ I HAVE LOVED
LEARNING THE
TECHNIQUES
INVOLVED IN RINGING
THE BELLS A N D
BEING CHALLENGED BY
SOME OF THE PIECES.”
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tS &
SYMPHONIES
C

oncert
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in g er s a n d

F lute C

usic is an artistic avenue for the expression
of a story. It gives character to the times
and brings people together. It covers a range of
genres, instruments and stories and connects
the audience with the deeper them es and
messages. One musical group that excelled at
making this kind of beautiful music was the Flute
Choir.
“Through technique and expression, a musician
can connect with his or her audience on an
emotional and sometimes even a spiritual level,”
said Lynnae De Jong. “ If you don’t tell the story
the composer is trying to convey in the music
and connect with the listener, the music is not
nearly as enjoyable or powerful.”
The flute choir performed as a chamber
ensemble, being able to showcase their
instruments through a variety of repertoire
and with several different kinds of flutes. The
uniqueness that each musician, vocally and
instrumentally, brought was just as important as
the performance itself.

M

h o ir

Another group that told beautiful stories through
their music was the Concert Singers, the
chamber choral ensemble who performed sacred
and secular music ranging from madrigals to
ja zz—served as a wonderful example of great
diversity within music.
“We work together to bring to life complex
rhythms and harmonies,” said Dr. Woodruff.
“ Performing music in an ensemble gives us an
opportunity to do something that no one person
could do by himself. And yet, our success
depends on each person doing his or her very
best. It’s a great picture of the Body of Christ.”
Music brought character, diversity, and
color to the lives of these singers and their
audiences, sharing stories and creating beautiful
symphonies that spoke to deeper truths.
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CULTURE &
COMMUNITY
O

rchestra

ne of the crowning jewels of O livet’s grand musical empire is
its orchestra. With students from all concentrations, O livet’s
University Orchestra and University Strings have brought a variety of
people together and joy to the campus and to the comm unity through
rich art and culture.
“ I love the music we played this year,” said sophomore French horn
player Danielle Conrad. “Orchestral music is my favorite to listen to,
and to be a part of making it was just a really cool experience.”
The students who have made up Olivet’s orchestra, like Conrad, have
always been passionate individuals with a mind for creativity. Kinship
was strong in the orchestra this year as in every year.
“The sense of community was really strong within the various
instrument sections since we suffered together, grew together, and
spent a lot of time together,” said senior bassist Elijah Gebre. “All the
time and effort that has gone into what we do and have done is worth
it in the end.”
These students expressed their sense of community through their
ministry, sharing it in every performance. The University Orchestra and
University Strings have graced the student body and the surrounding
community with campus concerts, annual performances of Handel’s
Messiah and Sound of the Season, as well as serving as the pit
orchestra for spring musicals and operas. O livet’s orchestra has been
serving the community for years, playing not only for its students and
the friends of O livet’s campus but also alongside local area orchestras
to spread G od’s gift of music beyond O livet’s borders.

O
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SETTING THE STAGE
C

oncert

Ba n d

ravelling around to local high schools to support
and play with their bands was a significant part of
the events that Concert Band participated in this school
year.
“Concert Band is where we really get to work on our
skills on our instrument,” said clarinet player Felicia
Baer. “That is what helps to make us better musicians,
so it’s nice to have a side of band where we get to sit on
the stage and focus just on playing.”
These “run out” concerts were a chance for high school
students to play with a college level band and have a
fun time with the college students during the school day.
Sophomore Kaleb Smith said, “Being in the band is a
great time to just work on the music,” said sophomore
Kaleb Smith. “ I really enjoyed some of the songs we
played, not only aesthetically, but I enjoy the musicality

T

CONCERT BAND II JAZZ BAND

of each piece individually."
The three bands underneath the umbrella of concert
band were made up of members who participated in
marching band in the fall semester. Because of this
transition from the field to the stage, the diversity in
interest and department was maintained in the band.
“ I really like being able to play music,” said trom bonist
Brad Fitzgerald, “but besides that, I like the opportunity
to meet and be friends with people that are outside my
major and that I don’t have classes with every day.”
New friends and skills gained in the pursuit of music
were at the top of the list for those keeping the beat in
Concert Band.

ALL THAT JAZZ
Ja z z B a n d
mooth melodies and syncopated rhythms filled the air
during the Jazz Band’s rehearsals and concerts. Their
preparations for their New Years’ Eve concert in London’s
Cadogan Hall made their set all the more impressive to
their audience across the pond.
“My favorite part of Jazz Band was being able to relax
and enjoy the sweet sound of jazz and realizing that I am
a part of that sound,” said sophomore Sarah Eslinger.
W hether it is a brassy big band sound or the smooth

S

tones of a ballad, jazz is unique in the world of music as
a release for musicians to turn to. The musicians shared
that the freedom of jazz music requires improvisation and
emotional playing that more classical pieces tend to limit.
“ I think that jazz music is the best way for me to express
myself,” said senior Aaron Evans. Through this selfexpression, the Jazz Band entertained and took both the
audience and the musicians into a depth of music only
found in the sweetness of jazz.

A U T H E N T IC AR T

195

STEP WITH PURPOSE
“I

w as

Proud

TO STAN D O N THE
W O R L D STAGE W I T H
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M A R C H IN G B A N D
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a r c h in g

Ba n d

A

personal invitation from the Queen to

perform in London’s New Year’s Day
Parade was given to O livet’s marching
band. A total of 223 students in O livet’s
marching band received that privilege.
“ It was one of the best experiences I had
in a long tim e,” said freshman Jonathan
Loosa.
For a freshman, Loosa explained this was
an amazing way to start his time at Olivet.
“ It was am azing,” said sophomore
Liz Sonneveld when talking about her
experience in London as a color guard. “ It
was life-changing.”
O livet’s marching band was the lead band
in the parade, which was a tremendous
honor for Olivet.
Not only were they able to play in London’s
New Year’s Day parade, but the band

also got the opportunity to help out the
comm unity in London by doing service
work for homeless shelters. This was a
great experience for the band members
especially since London has never asked a
band to do service work before. The band
had extra practices to prepare for this oncein-a-lifetime experience, but they were not
able to practice the two weeks before they
left for London because of Christmas break.
Sonneveld was hoping that everyone would
remember everything they practiced, and
they did.
“I was proud to stand on the world stage
with Olivet Nazarene University,” said
director of athletic bands Matt Stratton.
Stratton was personally in charge of
coordinating everything for the London trip
from the fund-raising to writing the marching

band drill for Olivet’s performance.
Brooke Gentille, a freshmen in marching
band, commented on the way the band was
drawn together by their experiences. “W e’re
like family,” said Gentille, “Music is a lifelong
bond.”
Gentille made many unexpected friendships
from band, which she knows are going to
be life-long. The common interest in music
brings everyone together, which Gentille
discovered right away her first year at
Olivet. It does not matter if you have been
in marching band at Olivet for one year or
four, friendships come about easily with
the common interest in music, according to
Gentille. Marching band members said they
work together as a team. They trust in each
other and work together to create harmony.
The band agreed it was truly an exciting
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WEST SIDE STORY
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n a “society that is as hard and unforgiving as concrete or
brick” it is the “eternal belief that through such suffering
and loss, ‘someday, somehow, som ew here’ the bricks may
begin to crum ble.” stated Dr. Cohagen, in an interview, to
GlimmerGlass Assistant Editor, Lauren Stancle.
This is the message of the classic, West Side Story, according
to its director, professor Jerry Cohagan.
Brought to the stage by 37 cast members, this play is a
tragedy based on Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet.
“ It is a story that is continually retold, whether it be in Romeo
and Juliet, found in today’s voices shouting about building a
wall to keep others out, or chanting in our own streets that
‘Black Lives M atter.’ Our world seems so polarized,” Cohagan
wrote in his Note from the Director.
A main them e of the play is tolerance and accepting
differences in others. West Side Story illustrates how we can
“bridge the gap” between our differences and it will leave us
“with hope for a better w orld.”

I

Cohagan added: “ I think we need to begin to respect that
which we don’t understand, and we can begin by loving
people.”
The director hoped that everyone left the show entertained,
but also moved to make a difference, and that the audience
would recognize the outsiders in their lives, who could even
be their neighbor.
Freshmen Josh Skinner and Ellie Urish stole the hearts of
the audience through their moving performances of Tony and
Maria, the lead roles in West Side Story. It is uncommon for
both lead roles of the Spring Musical at Olivet to be cast as
freshmen, but Skinner and Urish proved themselves by their
pure talent, hard work, and raw emotion in the shows. The
cast as a whole, was able to succesfully convey the message
of W est Side Story. The hard work and dedication of each
member was obvious as the show came together to display a
story of love, suffering, and passion.
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MOBILE MUSIC
O L IV E T IA N S • LIFES O N C • T H E N A R R O W

any people are passionate about music, but few
decide to take that passion and perform for others.
Fewer still would do this by travelling. On O livet’s campus,
four ensembles have made this their goal: The Olivetians,
LifeSong, City on a Hill, and The Narrow. These groups, filled
with brave and faithful people, hit the road with their passion
and talent to share with their mission field. Coming from a
variety of music genres, each group had its own unique sound
that they use to spread the Gospel across O livet’s four-state
educational region.
The Olivetians kept up their good reputation with the
community and the student body as the featured entertainment
at special occasions. The Olivetians toured frequently, often
requesting to perform throughout the Olivet district.
“Every week we went to a different church, and so the team
was the only thing that was consistent,” said junior alto Alynn
Franklin. As an ensemble, they showed their devotion to the
Lord through their music. “I loved being part of a team. We
ministered together,” Franklin said
LifeSong, most well-known in chapel services, kept their music
casual yet spiritual. Comprised of many different majors and
musical talents, LifeSong’s focused on contemporary and
group worship.
“ It was a good experience, worshipping with people,” said
sophomore Erin Doherty. “And meeting new people and
hearing their stories. We went to retreats and played at
churches for Sunday services and youth events.”
LifeSong’s eclectic, contemporary sound leads to great

M
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TR A V E LIN G B A N D S

• C IT Y O N A H ILL

audience participation and a wide selection of music through
which the message of the Lord can be communicated.
The third band, also known for singing in chapel frequently is
the worship band City on a Hill. Filled with lively musicians,
City on a Hill went many places this year, including Camp
Awana in W isconsin to perform for their junior high school
camp as well as many churches in the surrounding areas of
O livet’s influence. Their focus was worship among church and
youth communities, spreading their love of the Lord through
their music and the fellowship that has followed them on the
road. When asked about her favorite part of being in the band
this year, member Morgan Shribe said, “ I got to do ministry,
sharing Jesus and music with teens and congregations, with
some of my best friends...w hat could be better than that?”
The final of the four travelling music ministries, The Narrow,
was another contem porary band focused heavily on worship
and creating an atmosphere of devotion. The group primarily
travelled to camps and churches in the surrounding states,
as well as summ er camps, winter retreats, lock-ins, church
festivals, and Sunday services.
“One of my favorite things about traveling is not just playing
music on the road, but the amazing experiences and
friendships made with students and others we meet in our
travels,” said junior engineering major Zach Pessia.
Bringing the word of God and His presence to a larger
comm unity outside of O livet’s campus is a noble goal, and
these four music groups were more than up to the task.
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"I spent this past sum m er
in the D.R. o f Congo w ith
eleven amazing people that
I call a part o f m y fam ily. The
best experience I had there
w as during a church service.
It w as amazing w o rsh ip in g
Cod w ith the people w e
w e re serving. W e listened
to a message in another
language and one o f our
ow n guys gave a serm on
to them ! It w as incredible
to be given the o p p o rtu n ity
to serve and live life w ith
o u r Congolese brothers and
sisters. I m ade m any friends
ove r there and m ade even
be tte r ones th a t returned to
A m erica w ith me."
-M a tth e w M eldrum

"The fa ct th a t I get to
com e to a Christian school
and stud y w h a t I love is
ab solutely amazing to me. I
am so blessed by the love o f
Christ in m y life.”
-Lateefah W illia m s

"Som etim es you find
beautiful leaves th a t ju st
happen to m atch you r
sweater, life is beautiful.”
-M egan Hendrickson

“The unexpected
o p p o rtu n ity to go to India
w as the coolest thing to
ever happen to me. It
w as such a beautiful life
changing experience.”
-A ustin Siscoe

STAFF
M atthew A dam son
Lynda Allen
Robert Allen
Paul A rm strong
Bradley A rthur
T hom as A scher

June A urelia
Tiffany A ustin
Karen Ball
A dam B anter
Catherine Bareiss
D avid Becker

Jeffery Bell
Sharon Bellom y
M ichael Benson
N icholas Birkey
Craig Bishop
Darren Blair

Leon Blanchette
Teri Blanchette
Zachary Bohannon
N ancy Bonilla
N icholas Boros
Kathryn Boyens

Darcel Brady
M elanie Breunig
K evin B rew er
Rebecca B rew er
Daw n Broers
Justin Brown

Kelly Brown
D eborah Bruley
Tina Bruner
E. Steven Butler
Karla Byrne
Patricia Cam pbell
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Tyler C am pbell
C harles Carrigan
Yvonne C halfant
Lei Cheng
Jasm ine Cieszynski
D avid Claborn

Annette Colbert
H illary Cole
A shley Cook
Spencer Cook
Aaron Crane
Sarah Crane

D onald Daake
Ron Dalton
Kim berly D augherty
Sam antha Davey
Joan Dean
W ayne D eB oer

Jeffrey D eR uiter
N ancy D odd
Karen D ow ling
Jessica Ellison
Em ily Fernette
D erek Ferris

John Fightm aster
Leo Finkenbinder
Carl Fletcher
Roxanne Forgrave
Juliene Forrestal
Jesus G arcia

Teresa G arner
G ary G erstenberger
Jordan G erstenberger
Renee G erstenberger
D w ight Ginn
M arianne G lenn
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M ark G oldfain
P am ela G reenlee
Tiffany G reer
M elody G rim m
Tony G rim m
Dale Gross

R achel G roters
L illian G uenseth
Lorna G uim ond
Rachel G uim ond
G loria Ham ilton
C ynthia H annay

W illa H arper
Sandra Harris
Dale H athaw ay
Heather H athaw ay
M arshall Hawn
Jordan H edge

Suzanne H errera Phipps
Ryan H im es
C raighton H ippenham m er
D avid Ibrahim
D avid Johnson
D onnie Johnson

Jason Johnson
Randal Johnson
E lizabeth Kerns
Lance K ilpatrick
D ebra K im berlin
Robert K nisley

K aren K nudson
Paul Koch
Z achary K ohlm eier
Jean Korthals
Jonathon K rasnichan
M ark Lam ping
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E lizabeth Lam szus
Barry Lee
A m ber Leffel
G regory Long
Jennifer Love
Kevin Lowery

A m anda Luby
Sam uel Lyle
A llyssa M acari
Joseph M akarew icz
Britney M arko
Jean M artin

Stephanie M atthews
Daniel M cD onald
Lisa M cGrady
H eather M cLaughlin
Neal M cM ullian
D ouglas M eister

Paige M eister
K athleen M eleskie-L ippert
Poppy M iller
Jean M ilton
D avid M orris
Kathryn M orris

M ark M ountain
A ngela M uhlstadt
K asham a M ulam ba
C onnie M urphy
Larry M urphy
Tam my M ylcraine

A nn N agi
M indy N elson
Dale N ew som e
L auralee N othstine
John N utter
Beth O lney
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K ent O lney
Kyle O lney
Cheryl Paarlberg
D onald Perry
D avid Pickering
M ichael Pyle

N ancy Pyle
Roy Q uanstrom
Joel R am irez
Dari Rassi
Sue Rattin
M ax Ream s

D onald Reddick
A rlene Reel
K eith Reel
A m ber Residori
G len Rewerts
M arcia Reynolds

Ruth Reynolds
Jeffrey Rice
Diane Richardson
Shane Ritter
Robin Runyan
Jennifer Schoenw etter

Joseph Schroeder
Tim othy Schultz
E lizabeth Schurm an
D aw n Schw arzkopf
M ary Schw eigert
K im berly Sheets

K ratina Sim m ons
Priscilla Skalac
Dale Sm ith
M arsha Sm ith
Robert Sm ith
Blake Spencer
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Deb Stafford
Kathleen Steinacker
Philip Steward
L inda Stone
Judson Strain
Liesl Strate

M atthew Stratton
R ebecca Stroud
M ichael Szostek
Bradley Thom as
A aron Thom pson
H ouston T hom pson

M artha Thom pson
R ebecca Tim m er
Susan Turner
Rosalie Tuttle
Jam es U pchurch
Larry Vail

D avid Van H eem st
Jerem y Van Kley
Lisa Vander Veer
Kristian Veit
A gnes Veld
Henry W alters

Laura W auchope
Woody Webb
Pam ela W halen
Brenda W illiam s
M ark W illiam s
B ryna W illiamson

Jerem y W illiamson
M elody W ilson
Neal W oodruff
Beatriz Ydrovo
A lison Young
A llen Young
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It's a w e ird feeling, getting
older. I kno w that I’m
still young, but I feel like
I've been living forever.
I can’t rem e m be r a tim e
w h en I w a sn ’t alive, and
I can’t im agine a tim e
w h e re I w o n ’t be. Despite
this, I kn o w tha t m y tim e
here is finite, and that
one day m y story on this
Earth w ill end... But the
greater story o f the Lord,
o f His Holiness, and o f
His love and m ercy fo r
His creation w ill continue.
Being able to take part in
the telling o f that story,
no m atter h o w small, is
a blessing- and its that
blessing that keeps me
going.”
-C olin S choonover

"Nevertheless; this is
the w o rd that comes
to m ind w h en I think
o f love. The Lord
loves us despite every
fla w and mistake w e
make. His covenant
to us is 'nevertheless.'
In spite o f our sin He
freely offers His love
and grace. W e are
called to love others
w ith the same kind of
unconditional love.
Love is sacrifice, but it
is also the greatest gift."
-M ad alyn Booher

"O livet Nazarene U niversity
has been the biggest blessing
ever. To think that this w as
m y last choice in colleges
amazes me because this
place has becom e m y hom e
aw ay fro m hom e. It's crazy
to think h o w fast fo u r years
have gone by. For those w h o
still have years left: w o rk
hard to prepare yourselves
fo r yo u r future career, put
y o u r full trust in Cod and all
he has to offer, and cherish
each and every m om e nt
spent w ith countless others.
Before you kn o w it you'll
be heading o u t to the real
w o rld and the m em ories w ill
be w h a t you take w ith you.
Thank you O livet Nazarene
U niversity fo ry o u r support
and encouragem ent through
Christ, fo r being a place
w h e re m eaningful and
lasting relationships w ere
found, and fo r pro vid ing
endless o p p o rtu n itie s in
w a ys I could have never
imagined. I am one blessed
and lucky person to say I
attended such an incredible
university w ith such
incredible people.”
-K acey Richman

"I’m not a quotable guy.”
-R alph Kalfas

SENIORS

Lainee Abbott

Kristen Alaniz

Nursing

Ben Agan
Geology

Daniel Alieva
Accounting

Jessica Anderson
Actuarial Science Mathematics

Angie Azouri
Political Science Psych

4

Kayla Albrecht
Dietetics

Samantha Alfirevic
Early Childhood Ed

Abbie Allen
Nursing

Riley Anderson
Psych

Sarah Anderson

Joel Andrade
Graphic Design

Kurt Arnold
Multimedia Studies

Alexis Badiac

Adeena Balthazor

Sara Becker

Multimedia Studies

Melissa Bartholomew
Math Ed

Amy Beckberger

Sociology

Biology

Elementary Ed

Matt Bieber
Philosophy-Religion

Biology

English

I
Dan Berkiei
Social Work

Amy Bernhard
Math Ed

Grant Berquist
Nursing

Hannah Bieber
Nursing

Candice Birr
Special Ed

Marisa Bishop
English Ed

Madie Bloom
Music Ministry Spanish

Amy Blucker
Physical Ed

Austin Blyly
Dave Boer
Business Information Systems Multimedia Studies
Business Admin
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SENIORS

Holly Billiter
Psych

Music

Ashley Borop Math
Ed

Felix Bosede
Nursing

Katie Bosket
Art

Angie Brandon
Math Ed

Carlea Bretland
Youth Ministry

Kristin Britt
Dietetics

Casey Bronson
Elementary Ed

Amy Brown
Elementary Ed

Collin Brown
Biology

Derick Brown
Criminal Justice

Emma Brown
Corporate Comm

Zach Brown

Haley Bryant
Intercultural Studies

Barbara Budach
Nursing

Janice Burneson

Comm Studies

Criminal Justice

Jazmine Buster
Psych

Dietetics

Brittlee Cadle
English

Madison Caise
Business Admin Spanish

Montana Caise
Engineering

Stuart Caldwell
Zoology

Hardy Carroll
Criminal Justice Psych

Megan Casali
Business Admin

Olivia Casey
Marketing

Chandler Casten
Social Work

Tammy Chalikian

Tom Chamberlain

Criminal Justice
Psych & Sociology

Criminal Justice

Tyler Bontrager

Elisa Caballero

Abigail Butterfield
General Studies

Kellie Campbell
Family/Consumer Sci Ed
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Cara Champlin
International Business

Alex Chavez
Zoology

Scott Cheek
Information Systems

Actuarial Science Psych

Jennifer Christensen
History Psych

Brenna Close
Intercultural Studies

Matthew Cockroft
Multimedia Studies

Breanna Coffman
Zoology

Stephanie Collier
Multimedia Studies

Alissa Combe
Elementary Ed

Sydney Couch

Daniel Couchenour

Joshua Craig

Courtney Crawford

Special Ed

Biology

Marketing

Breanna Creek
Elementary Ed Special Ed

Dylan Creger
Accounting Ec-Financ

Hannah Crothers
Nursing

Jennifer D’Onofrio
Art

Brittany Daugherty
Nursing

Alyssa Davis
Marketing

Camille Davis
Child Development

Hannah Davis
Engineering

Noah Davis
Accounting

Zack Day
Athletic Training

Zane DeBeck
Engineering

Adam Deckard
Christian Ed

Shelby Delaney
Social Work

Katie DeLong
Nursing
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SENIORS

Athletic Training Exercise Science

I

Ryan Clark
Biology

Alec Denecke
Engineering

Elisha DeRamus
Physical Ed

Becky DeRuiter
Business Admin

Jessica Dirkse
Math Ed

Tatiana Diaz
Art Ed

Michelle Ditchfield
Accounting
■

Brandon Divan

Rachel DiVittorio

Exercise Science

Music

Morgan Duke

I
JoAnne Dusenbury

Social Work

Social Work Psych

Molly Dragoo
Dietetics

Ethan Drooger
Engineering

Lauren Ellis

Addyson Emmons

Nursing

Psych

Rhoda Enoruyi
Criminal Justice

Liza Dollenbacher
Eric Douglass
Family/Consumer Sci Educ Business Admin Ec-Finance

Daniel Eccles
Psych

■ M H ta a g g i

Renee Enz
Biology

Megan Eylander
Child Development Family
and Consumer Sci

Aaron Evans
Music

Reid Farchmin
Engineering

Kara Anne Evans
Christian Ed

Trinity Evans
Marketing

Alex Ewers
Comm Studies

Chase Farley
Engineering

Calli Fast

Alyssa Faulks

Jackie Fayne-Knox

Art

Accounting Business Admin

Accounting Spanish
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Shelley Fellows
Interior Design

Matt Ferris
Geology

Krista Fiala
Nursing

Ike Fink
FHistory

Andrew Fischer
English

Austin Fischer
Accounting Ec-Finance

Brittany Fischer
Elementary Ed

Scott Fischer
Engineering

Jada Fisher
Multimedia Comm

Kelsey Fisk
Nursing

Mark Fleschner
Marketing Business Admin

Tyler Ford
Math Ed

Laura Fosnaugh
Social Work

Madison Foster
Sport Management Marketing

Megan French
Marketing

Lucas Fritch
Psych

Jillian Gardner
Social W ork

Charlton Garr
Accounting Ec-Finance

Daisy Garrison
Marketing

Christina Garza
Social Work

Andrew Gaskill
Accounting

Kalla Gold
Child Development

Ana Gomez
Public Policy Sociology

''I

Aimee Gauss
Katie Geertsema
International Business Intercultural Studies Christian Ed

Ricky Givens
Engineering

s
Jeffery Glitz
Business Admin
Intercultural Studies
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SENIORS

Maria Gomez Limon
International Business
Spanish

Jacob Gouge
Youth Ministry

Derek Grainger
Athletic Training Exercise
Science

v !

Laura Graven
Social Work

Sara Gray
Elementary Ed

Mikayla Griwac
Elementary Ed

Erin Gromala
Nursing

Curtis Groover
Biology

Ashley Gulder
Nursing

Caleb Gulledge
Biology

Cameron Gunter
Music

Margaret Gutwein
Comm Studies

Elizabeth Hackney

Jon Hand
Christian Ed

Brittany Harling
Nursing

Jordan Hawkins
Christian Ed

Rob Haworth
Youth Ministry

Jordan Hayes
Elementary Ed

Tara Hernandez
Nursing

Kara Hewett
English

Luke Hiatt
Ministerial Missions

Political Science

Mandy Hatter
Spanish

Michelle Harris
Psych

Neely Harris
Biology

Lindsay Hathaway
Art Psych

Travis Heinrich
Business Admin

Kaylin Heitmeyer
Nursing

Jake Herberger
Athletic Training

Jake Hileman
Political Science History

Brittany Hilleary
Elementary Ed

Ministerial Missions

i
Melissa Hale
Family and Consum er Sci
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Nick Hinrichs
Exercise Science

Kurtis Hoekstra
Athletic Training

Alina Holliday
Biology

Nichole Hollis
Elementary Ed

“Rec, Sport, and Fitness”

Austin Hoppe
Christian Ed

Briana Horneman
Multimedia Studies

Molly Hotle
Chemistry

Taylor Hudelson
Art

Business Admin

Megan Huschen
Nursing

Jonathan Hutchison
Comm Studies

Isabelle Huyck
Business Admin

Sydney Hyde
Elementary Ed

Kati Jackson
Nursing

Emilie Janes
Zoology

Emily Jarrells So
cial Work

Rachel Jensen
Psych

Ben Johnson
Physical Ed

Caitie Johnson
Psych

Kaila Johnson
Social Work

Kyle Johnston
Youth Ministry

Ralph Kalfas
Art

Emily Kammin
Business Admin

Emily Kane
Christian Ed
Intercultural Studies

Ben Kasinger
Computer Science

Lauren Kasler
English

Jonathan Kee
Nursing

Angie Kellar
Nursing
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SENIORS

Austin Holton

Ryan Hull

Alissa Homoelle
Psych

Kaitie Kelsey
Criminal Justice

Heather Kennedy
Science Ed

Danielle Kensinger
Business Admin

Brittany Killion
Social Work

Rachel Kines
Nursing

Peyton Kirkland
Marketing

Kristy Kjell
Christian Ed

Kurtis Klein
Social Science Ed

Kellie Klumb
Psych

Aaron Knettle
Engineering

Sylvester Knight
Christian Ed

Victoria Knight
Art

Whitney Knox
Engineering

Courtney Kodat
Psych

Sandra Koljovic
Child Development

Jenna Kooy
Engineering

Jace Kost
Spanish Ed

Michael Krebill
Religious Studies

Natalie Kreun
Elementary Ed

Lindsey Krippel
Exercise Science

Brianna Kulhan
Math Ed

Joey Kuntz
Social Science Ed

Sam Kwak
Business Admin

Kyle Lamb
Psych

Jackie LaPash
Children’s Ministry

Aaron Larson
Sport Management

Matthew Larson
Chemistry

Stephanie Larson
Social Work Spanish

Madalyn Lathrop

Wesley Lau
Engineering

Social Work
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Blake Leander
Business Admin

David Leman
Actuarial Science

Michael Leppin
Biology

Andrew Lindell
Rec/Leisure Studies

Stephanie Linquist
Art

Brian Linsner
Physical Ed

Taylor Logan
Fashion Merchandising

Tiara Long
Elementary Ed

Melissa Luby
Multimedia Studies

Ryan Lutz
Andrea MacDonough
Alexandra Mahaffey
C hildren’s Ministry Marketing Fashion Merchandising Pastoral Ministry

Jordan Lingle
Megan Lingle
Christian Ed Comm Studies Art Multimedia Studies

Ashley Longnecker
Accounting

Seth Lowery
Music Performance

Kasey Main
English

Emily Mann
Exercise Science

'KfZKA

Joelle Mannion
Christian Ed
Intercultural Studies

Keren Marsh
Psych
Criminal Justice
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SENIORS

Joseph Mantarian
Multimedia Studies

Brandon Maranion
Christian Ed Comm Studies

Hayley Marcordes
Information Systems

Andrew Marcotte
Business Admin

Michaela Maris
Christian Ed

Hannah Martin
Children’s Ministry

Kimberly Maue
Elementary Ed

Ethan McCallister
Music Ministry
Music Composition

Morgan McCormick
Nursing

Christina McCoy
Elementary Ed

Paige McCririe
Athletic Training

Holly McDonald
Athletic Training

i

Michael McFerran
Psych Philosophy-Religion

Intercultural

S tu d ie s

Megan McKinley

Ashley McKnight

Christian Ed Intercultural Studies

Exercise Science

Gabriella Mejia
Business Admin

Katelynn Meli
Elementary Ed

Brianna Meyers
Psych Child Development

Jessica Middleton
Criminal Justice

Ron Milbocker
Biology

Ciaira Miles
Psych

Danielle Milner
Fashion Merchandising

Daniel Mitchell
Pastoral Ministry

Vittoria Miulli
Art Ed

Becca Mooi
Social Work

Jessica Moore
Multimedia Studies

Rhiannon Moranville
Nursing

Lindsay Morr
Exercise Science

Garrett Muhlstadt
Engineering

Bethany Munroe
Music Ed

Ryan Muzljakovich
Accounting Ec-Finance

Sierra Navarro
Christian Ed

Sadie Navas
Early Childhood Educ

Elizabeth Nellis

Jamie Neven

Amanda Nowman

Mathematics

Dietetics

Social Work

Johanna Oksnevad
Biology

Katina Oksnevad
Nursing

Katie Megyesi
Sport Management
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Heather Orseno
Nursing

Brenden Ottolino
Business Admin

Ingrid Palmer
Elementary Ed

Child Development

Sergio Parks
Pastoral Ministry

Seth Patchett
Ec-Finance

David Payne
“Rec, Sport, and Fitness”

Manny Perez
Criminal Justice & Sociology

Emily Perkins
English

Christopher Peterson

Haley Joy Peterson

Biology

Social Work

Bethany Pilat
Business Admin

Saige Pilgrim
Psych

Gregory Planck
Social Work

Micah Plank
Actuarial Science

Renee Poucher
Multimedia Studies

Brianna Price
Fashion Merchandising

Calvin Price
Zoology

Sarah Putman
Social W ork Psych

Chad Olds

Megan Olson

W hitney Olson

Graphic Design

Athletic Training

“Rec, Sport, and Fitness”

Nicole Papineau
Music

Richard Paret
Accounting Ec-Finance

Gwendolyn Payne
Elementary Ed

Annie Perez
Political Science

Steven Peterson
Art

Cassandra Petrie
Music Performance Music Ed

Kelli Poole
English

Matthew Posladek
Accounting Ec-Finance

Bekah Parker

Business Admin
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SENIORS

Jessica Raquet
Criminal Justice

Katie Reed
Social Work

Joshua Reel
Criminal Justice

Sarah Quealy
Art

Francisco Ramirez
Accounting Marketing

Abigail Reeves
Nursing

Alton Reisen
Business Admin

Hannah Reister
Marketing Business Admin

Meredith Rennewanz
Business Admin Art

Asha Reynolds
International Business

Kaitlyn Reynolds
Family/Consumer Sci Educ

Kacey Richman
Elementary Ed

Chelsea Risinger
Nursing

Rebekah Rivers
Elementary Ed

Zach Rivett
Computer Science
Mattematics

Joshua Robinson

Beth Rodriguez

Art

Nursing

Computer Science

Heather Rossner
English

Leah Roth
Biology

Olivia Ruby
Art Ed Intercultural Studies

Clara Ruegsegger
Social Work

Walker Runyan
Chemistry

Emily Rush
Art

AE Sarver
Multimedia Studies

Amber Scheidt
Elementary Ed

Annika Schmit
Family and Consumer
Sci Marketing

Arika Schmitt
C hildren’s Ministry

Ashley Schmitt
Christian Ed

Jessica Putnam
Political Science & History

Nathan Romanowski
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Alex Schoessler
Elementary Ed

Youth Ministry

Taylor Schott
Engineering

Christian Schrader
Ec-Finance

Katelynn Schurman
Information Systems

Alyssa Secor
Art & Marketing

Cristen Seiders

David Shaffer

Nicholas Shaffer

Maxwell Shaw

Multimedia Studies

Brian Shaw
Music Composition

Business Admin

Marie Sheets
Biology

Social Work

Nick Schoon

Multimedia Studies

I

Victoria Sheldon
Family and Consumer
Science Hospitality

Parker Shelton
Engineering

Preston Shelton
Engineering

Ryan Shelton
Computer Science

Katarena Shiner
Environmental Science Geology

Business Admin

Charity Shonamon
Elementary Ed

Julie Shreves
Intercultural Studies

Amanda Siciak
Marketing Spanish

Kelli Siebersma
Nursing

Bethanie Sills
Intercultural Studies

Nadia Skrzecz
Psych

Billy Slager

Kyle Sleik
Elementary Ed

Audrey Smith
Accounting

Bethany.Smith
Psych Sociology

Cortney Smith
Dietetics

Elizabeth Smith
Criminal Justice

Exercise Science

2 26

SENIORS

Lindsey Shirk

Jeffrey Smith Chris
tian Ed

McKenzie Smith
Comm Studies

Steve Snider
Sport Management

Hannah Sohl
Social Work

Raquel Sotomayor
Business Admin

Ben Speakman
Business Admin Marketing

Kate Spencer
Elementary Ed

Kassandra Spinnie
Nursing

Monica Stamper
Art

Lexington Stephens
Nursing

Chelsie Stevens
Criminal Justice

Maria Stevens
Exercise Science

Sarah Stidham

Rebecca Stolberg
Music Ed

Luke Strasser

Ashlee Sullivan
Business Admin

Spencer Sumner
Psych

Kari Sunnarborg

Religious Studies

k
Kirsten Sutton
Computer Science

Rachel Swanson
Nursing

Emily Swartzwelder

Jennifer Taylor
Engineering

Malik Temple
Music Ed

Emily Thompson
Criminal Justice

A lexThorson
Sport Management

Lindsey Torres

Joyce Torres-Calixto

Social Work

Marketing

Elementary Ed

Sarah Suprenant
Business Admin

Ashley Tetter El
ementary Ed

Erik Tharp
Management
Information Systems

Music Ed

Dietetics
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Rachel Troyer
Intercultural Studies

Briana Turner
Psych

Evelyn Unti
Biology

Justine Von Arb
English History

Ashley Wagner
Christian Ed Comm
Studies

Krista Walker
Art

Sarah Walmsley
Actuarial Science

Natalie Wangler
Criminal Justice

Troy Watson

Shelby Wegforth
Early Childhood Educ

Brittney Weiske
Science Ed

Brendan Wheeler
Physical Ed

Leslie White
Psych
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SENIORS

Dustin Vail
Art

Alexandra VanDehey
English

Marissa Vander Ploeg

Robby Wagner

Liz Wahl

Acturial Science

Child Development

Joellen W ainwright
English

Jamie Walker
Math Ed

Biology

Kristin W eaver
Nursing

Kelsey W eener
Nursing

Holly Weitzel
Business Admin

Ethan W eniger
Psych

Sara West
Nursing

Taylor W est
Psych

Nicole Whiting
Biology

Taylor Williams
Engineering

Bailey W ilmot
Nursing

Kristin Wodka
Psych

Comm Studies

Bridget Wolff
Dietetics

Jill Youngquist
Nursing

Caleb Yourdon
Business Admin

Olena Yousif
Child Development

Matt Zajchowski
Accounting Business Admin

Tom Zidek
Marketing

Amanda Zoladz
Actuarial Science
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CLASS OF 2016
# o n u

16o n e l a s t t i m

e

ongratulations, and welcome to the Olivet Nazarene University Class of 2016. We are thrilled to welcome you to the ONU
family and are anxiously awaiting your arrival on campus this fall. We know your time here will stretch and shape you in ways
you never dreamed possible, and we are excited to accompany you on this journey.
Over the next four years, you will find out what makes Olivet so very special. You will encounter moments of joy and
disappointment. You will be challenged in many ways, and over these years, you will grow to be a person your current self may
hardly recognize. You will be given thousands of reasons to laugh, cry, and smile. As an Olivet student, you will meet friends who
will quickly become as close as your family. You will dream of plans for the future knowing it is just around the corner. You will
develop a loyalty for the deep purple and shining gold of your alma mater. This place will soon become your home away from
home.
You may struggle from time to time, but you will also thrive. You may trip, but you will soar. Like a balloon, you will be filled: filled
by the experiences you have, the knowledge you gain, and the opportunities you are given. Then, after four years, we will let you
go. Like a balloon floating brilliantly towards the clouds, you will fly. This will be your greatest adventure of your life up until now.
What is going to happen over the next four years will enable you to soar, and without noticing where it went, your college career
will have slipped through your fingers. On May 7th, 2016, you will walk across the stage in Centennial Chapel and be handed a
diploma you worked tirelessly to receive. You will be an Olivet graduate.
As an incoming freshman, this graduation moment feels years away. And you’re right: it is. But there is so much time between now
and then. These years will pass quickly and prove to be the most formative of your life. So, what are you going to do with them ?
What do you hope to accomplish? What friends will you have? What memories do intend to make? And how will you let the Lord
work in and through your life? How will you let Olivet fill your life?
Don’t blink; you don’t want to miss a moment. It will be gone before you know it, so make the most of your time here. You never
get these four years back. Make sure they are worth remembering.
Have a great rest of your summer, and we will see you very soon.
Sincerely,
Dr. Bowling

C

-written for the Ollies Follies Variety Show by Kara Hewett, with contributions from Joe Mantarian and Michaela Maris

"N ever stop caring...for
yourself, fo r y o u r loved
ones, fo r the broken,
lonely, and hurting
people. Let us live a life
so focused on caring for
others th a t w e forget
w h a t hate o r selfishness
feels like.”
-Laura D’Angelo

“ I m et Ben Carson, and
w h en I shook his hand, he
looked me in the eye and
said, 'You have a bright
future ahead o f you son.’
He also had ve ry soft
hands."
-Joe Kuschman

O livet has blessed me
w ith amazing friends, in
so m any w a ys th a t I cant
com prehend.
-Ben Prince

"The scariest things in
life are usually the m ost
w o rth w h ile .''
-G race King

JUNIORS
Aaron Abrassart
Destiny Adkins
Tyler Alcazar
Mattie Alexander
Samantha Alfirevic

Nate Allen
Spencer Allen
Sarah Allison
Rachel Anderson
Seth Anderson

Tamareia Anderson-W ilson
Lily Arroyo
Brooke Bachtold
Madison Badiac
Brandon Baker

Luke Baker
Abby Balducci
Careena Barker
Mady Barker
Jenna Battiato

Hannah Beals
Kristin Beatty
Connor Berg
Diana Bilea
Amy Binnendyk

Rachel Blunier
Nicholas Borger
Caleb Bower
Kylie Bradley
Mercy Bray
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JUNIORS

Ashley Brieschke
Micaela Bright
Sophie Brooks
Jared Broom
Gabrielle Brosnan

Kaylee Brown
Leah Brown
Erica Browning
Mitch Brummel
Morgan Bundenthal

Wanzie Burden
Anna Burkey
Cara Butler
Carolina Campos
Victoria Carbonell

Abdi Carreno
Jocelyn Carrillo
Katelyn Carroll
Jori Carter
Ben Cataldo

Nate Cavanaugh
Jasmine Chacko
Elizabeth Chapman
Kristina Chisolm
Ryan Clendening

Brenna Close
Erin Connelly
Craig Cook
Logan Cooper
Sam Cooper
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Kirsten Cornella-Carlson
Kristen Coser
Hannah Covert
Ashley Crawford
Dylan Creger

Laura D'Angelo
Madison Davis
Lynnae De Jong
Autumn Deacon
Leandra Decatoria

David Decker
Joe Decker
Cody Deffendall
Trevor Delgado
Jackie DesLauriers

Spencer Dexter
Stacie Dexter
Nathan DiCamillo
Christine Dorband
Caleb Drake

David Druse
Jennifer Druse
JD Dulinsky
Alexandra Duncan
Celia Durazo

Reagen Dykhouse
Rachel Elder
Tyler Ellis
Megan Elmer
Rachel Elson
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Jessica Emmons
Cole Evenson
Sarah Faivre
Ashleigh Fedei
Kyle Fiala

Chase Fierro
Jacob Finn
Bryan Fladseth
Travis Fleetwood
Alynn Franklin

Marta Franseen
Ashley Freeman
Tierney Frey
Shealeigh Funni
Levi Gambill

Genesis Garcia
David Gardner
Mariah Garratt
Dominick Gasperini
Jeff Gerstenberger

Ani Gibson
Sarah Gill
Tatiana Gonzalez
Rachael Gordon
Hannah Gorecki

Alex Grady
Miya Graham
Shannon Grant
Shanon Gray
Breanna Greer
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Terriana Gregory
Andrew Grosch
Elizabeth Grove
Taylor Grover
Matthew Haerr

Kayla Hallstrom
Kristi Hamachek
Abi Hancock
Holly Harlow
Jon Harman

Lisa Hartman
Andrea Hay
Brooke Heaton
Bailey Heemstra
Libby Hein

Jessa Hendricker
Megan Hendrickson
Cassandra Hendrix
Lyndsey Herndon
Emily Hess

Victoria Hess
Ethan Hiles
Kollin Hiles
Helena Hill-Schaeffer
Sydney Hilst

Lara Hoaglan
Elisabeth Hobson
Hannah Hockemeyer
Grace Hohn
Sydney Houzenga
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JUN IO RS

Allison Howell
Sarah Hudi
Christina Huebner
Kristen Hung
Alexander Hunt

Neil Ipock
Baylie Isaacs
Jacari Jackson
Elizabeth Jenkins
Rachel Jirik

Elizabeth Johnson
Heather Johnson
Rachel Jones
Dalton Jordan
Madison Karrick

Andrew Kelly
Ryan Kennell
Kate Kettelkamp
Grace King
Sam Kleindienst

S

Dasan Klingenberg
Jamie Kraus
Karlin Labenske
Stephani LaCasse
Karah Lain

Caleb Lankford
Renee Layman
Bryce Leatherman
Carrie Leato
Kaity Legg
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Kendra Leimbach
Becca Lemke
Tyson Lersch
Marissa Lester
Ashley Lindman

Rachel Lindquist
Agnes Ling
Shawn Link
Jordan Loudermilk
Brandon Maatman

Gunther Maddock
Ryan Marcotte
Kristen Markech
Brianna Marshall
Hayley Martin

Joshua Martin
Alyssa Martinez
Erica Matheis
Sarah Matyskela
Auriana Mayer

Harrison McDaniel
Matt McDivitt
Courtney McGee
Ian McGuire
Samantha McLain

Spencer Meador
Angela Meier
Vaughan Meiss
Faith Meitzler
Natily Meyers
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JUNIORS

Daniel Meza
Kaleb Miller
Abbie Mills
Emily Mills
Liz Miner

Trevor Moberly
Matt Montgomery
Brendan Moorehead
Sam Morey
Sarah Mouaraki

Macy Murray
Hannah Musselman
Chloe Myers
Jacob Neal
Aliece Nielson

Srdja Nikolic
Ashley Nogoda
Priscila Nunez
Ashley Oosterhouse
Destiny Paden

Esther Paek
Lauren Palmer
Jaron Parke
Rachel Pasch
Seth Peachey

Grace Pelley
Zach Pessia
Haley Jo Peterson
Hannah Petraitis
Paige Phillips
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Drew Philson
Ashley Piekarczyk
Dustin Pierce
Alyssa Piter
Danielle Pinder

Joshua Pityer
Ayla Price
Ben Prince
Jessica Pruett
Gianna Puccinelli

Juleah Puccinelli
Kevin Puccinelli
Jayme Putney
Andrew Quinones
Daneli Rabanalez Hernandez

Megan Ralston
Juliana Ray
Tiffany Ray
Danny Redden
Katelyn Reed

Marjorie Remy
Jason Reynolds
Jacqulynn Rhea
Stephen Richardson
Jared Richey

Holly Risinger
Reilly Roberts
Hayley Ronci
Alex Rosa
Andrea Rose
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JUNIORS

Emma Ross
Lyndsey Rupp
Thomas Russell
John Saliba
Luke Salomone

Jack Salsgiver
Tom Salsgiver
Emily Sanders
Shanynn Santos
Paige Schaefer

Hannah Schmerschneider
Andrew Schneider
Caleb Seaton
Megan Semro
Coleman Sesson

n w u
Gabe Sevigny
Brendan Shea
Evan Sherar
Brittany Sherwood
Weston Shipman

Kyndall Singletary
Liz Siron
Nadia Skrzecz
Katie Sladek
Anna Smith

Brooke Smith
Nathanael Smith
Sonia Smith
Cassie Smock
Erich Sneideraitis
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Jenna Souhrada
Carlee Sprecher
Jessica Springer
Courtney Spurgeon
Emily Spychalla

Savannah St John
Riley St Clair
Olesya Stadnichuk
Aubrey Stafford
Shannon Steffen

Caitlyn Stevenson
Rachel Stidham
Sarah Storm
Matthew Taber
Shelby Taylor

Grace Tervin
Chelsea Thacker
India Tuff
Hayley Uhlman
Luke Vihnanek

Ashli Voeller
Jacob Wagner
Emilie Walder
Lacey Ward
Jacob Warfle

I
Michael Whalen
Emilie W iedner
Liz Willford
Laura Willging
Emily Willis
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JU NIOR S

Kayla Winter
Christian Wizieck
Andrea Wojciechowski
Megan Woods
Jeff Woodward

Trevor Workman
Tyler Yager
Carissa Young
Connor Zehr
Hannah Zobrist
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“ First tim e I had Lima
beans in p re scho ol
I realized I d o n 't like
Lima beans."
-D a n ie l Kurz

“They say th a t it
o n ly takes a co u p le
m uscles fo r yo u to
sm ile, and th a t’s m y
goal. S m iling can help
brig h te n a n y o n e ’s day.
and th at's w h y I try
to m ake oth e rs sm ile
as m u ch as possible.
W h e th e r it’s a jo ke to
lighten th e m o o d , o r
a c o m p lim e n t w h e n I
sense insecurity. One
sm ile can change the
w a y yo u see yo u rse lf.”
-B ecca W illia m s

I have such a heart fo r
ch ild re n , & I hop e to be
a G o d ly in flu ence in the
p u b lic school system .
I have a p re tty rough
past, & I w e n t to a v e ry
diverse high school & I
k n o w h o w hard it can
be. I h ope to be a light
fo r th o se c h ild re n th a t
need it.
-P aige N esem eier

“O ne tim e I w a lke d
a round th e ledge o f
C hapm an.’’
-B ro d y S ch w e ig e rt

SOPHOMORES
Andrew Aardema
Linda Aguilar
Lexi Aguilera
Gloria Aguirre
Sarah Albertson
Kaleigh Allen

Kelsey Allen
Kaitlyn Altmann
Jazman Alvarez
Jaclyn Andersen
Audrey Anderson
Lauren Anderson

Taylor Anderson
Callie Archer
Natalie Armstrong
Olawunmi Babalola
Felicia Baer
Jake Barcroft

Rachel Barnitz
William Bates
Emily Baylor
Natalie Beckman
Alexa Beezhold
Trisha Belgrave

Emily Belschner
Teagan Bencsics
Austin Bennett
Kathleen Berns
Bridget Beyer
Margaret Blake

Carly Blystone
Tyler Bogaard
Lindsey Bohl
Ryan Bohl
Lucas Bolt
JP Bopp
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SOPHOMORES

Taylor Bordewick
Austin Borop
Joshua Bouma
Maranda Brattin
Zach Britt
Ryan Brodien

Sydney Brookshire
Jacob Brown
Kari Brown
Maddie Brown
Sarah Buffa
Haley Buhler

Ryan Burch
Austin Burdine
Tyler Burgess
Emily Bushue
Morgan Byers
Rachel Cabrera

Jenna Cain
Ben Callan
Nick Campe
Christine Cano
Steven Case
Madison Castle

Erica Cebulski
Uliana Chakarova
Sara Chamberlain
Ryan Champlin
Liana Chirkina
Jewel Chunn

Taylor Coble
Vanessa Cohn
Sarah Collalti
Danielle Conrad
Anna Cook
Mikaela Coose

SO U L
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Grant Cox
Jon Cramer
Cameron Craver
Jara Crawford
Lauren Crawford
Molly Crawley

Aaron Cunningham
Rebekah Curtin
Jon Czerwinski
Paul Davison
Breanna Dean
Rachael De Graff

Rebecca Dembkowski
Chase DeMott
Anthony Deutsch
Taylre Devine
Stephanie DiLeonardo
Joshua Dille

Thomas Dinkleman
Erin Doherty
Jenna Edington
Ashlee Ekhoff
Becca Eller
Corey Elrod

Carissa Engelsman
Sarah Eslinger
Johnny Falco
Thomas Farmer
Destinee Ferguson
Andrew Fey

Brad Fitzgerald
Sabrina Flemming
Stacey Flockhart
Alma Florez-Smith
Micah Forshee
Megan Fort
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SOPHOMORES

Rachel Fosdal
Sarah Fosnaugh
Taylor Foulks
Hannah Francis
Kelly Franck
Rachel Frank

Trevor Franklin
Tyler Gabriele
Angel Gaikwad
Griffin Gardner
Katie Gibson
Daria Gielczynski

Carolyn Gillespie
Scott Godsey
Haley Goodwin
Joe Gosnell
Nichole Goumas
Kaitlyn Griffith

Jessica Grimmett
Rachel Grimmett
Brian Gross
Christina Grosz
Daniel Gustas
Caitlin Hacker

Sara Hajduk
Meggie Hall
Heather Halverson
Brittany Hanenburg
Caleb Hannah
Matthew Harnisch

Colleen Harris
Sydney Harris
Lucy Hauser
Rachel Haworth
Brittanie Hayes
Jessica Hemmer
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Cassidy Henning
Jonathan Hentschel
Lindsy Hentschel
Nathan Hess
Isaac Hibdon
Elizabeth Hissom

Emily Hiter
Julie Hogan
Jacqueline Horwood
Joshua Hoskins
Jordan Houser
Paul Hubbard

Mikayla Hughes
Zach Hulliberger
Dakota Hunter
Erin Ifft
Lauren Imhoff
Shannon Jirik

Rebekah Johnson
Reagan Jones
Morgan Judson
Luke Jungermann
AJ Kallas
Callie Kant

Allie Karras
Joy Katenkamp
Sydney Katschke
Caleb Kauth
Hayden Keifer
Nate Killian

Blake Kime
Rachel Kirby
Andrew Kline
Felicia Klingenberg
Joey Kronewitter
Ellie Krumsieg
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SOPHOMORES

Anna Kuechenberg
Bob Kuhn
Nathan Lain
Kellen Lake
Connie Lapinski
Madeline La Sota

Ashley Ledbetter
Emily Ledford
Kaley Ledford
Chandler Lefever
Drew Leman
Jocelyn LeSage

Monica Lewis
Nick Lewis
Sierra Lewis
Tori Lilly
Ciara Lindgren
Catie Lindquist

Caleb Lingle
Andrew Logan
Christina Long
Abby Loughran
Edwin Ludwig
Jacob Ludy

Liz Luginbill
Guilherme Magnoler
Jonathan Magry
Danielle Maranion
Brittany Marquardt
Lauren Matson

Katie Maurer
Katy Maurer
Collin Maxon
Catherine Mazur
Jesse McBeath
Quincie McCalla
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Abby McGinnis
Tanner McLain
Shannon McLaughlin
Mike McNamara
Matt Meehan
Jill Meier

Allie Melton
Bethany Metzler
Erin Meyers
Katie Miller
Madeline Miller
Paul Miller

Victoria Monakhova
Jared Monsma
Emily Monterroso
Kevin Montes
Dakota Moon
Hope Morris

Michaela Morris
Maria Munoz
Macy Myer
Marcos Navarro
Ethan Nelsen
Madison Nelson

Paige Nesemeier
Shelby Newberry
Hoa Nguyen
Katie Nicholson
Carrie Nicodemus
Alyssa Nordmeyer

Steven Nowinski
Kayla O ’Donohue
Megan O'Rourke
Samuel Oberholz
Katie Obi Obasi
Eddie Ochoa
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SOPHOMORES

Hannah Ondrey
Janisley Ontivero
Cassie Owens
Victoria Owings
Geena Paoli
Raychel Parks

Marriah Peebles
Allison Peet
Ines Pene Djine Siewebe
Samantha Pepper
Jacklyn Perez
Amanda Peterson

Nate Peterson
Jeffrey Phillips
Hannah Piatek
Kristena Poll
Nathan Powazki
Lydia Puentes

Courtney Pych
Emily Raduns
Diana Raines
Andrew Ramirez
Allen Rankin
Kelsey Rasmussen

Nick Rasmussen
Hannah Rattin
Jacob Rechsteiner
Jake Reeverts
Nick Reynolds
Paul Reynolds

Chelsea Rhodes
Christopher Rhynes
Cienna Riemersma
Samuel Riggenbach
Sarah Ritter
Jessie Marie Ritz
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Seth Rivett
Nicolette Roache
Terry Robb
Brianna Rose
Jarrett Roskey
Chesley Rowlett

Jonathan Ruby
Olivia Ruhberg
Emily Rull
Katie Rummery
Morgan Runge
Rittu Sabu

Isaac Samayoa
Samantha Sanders
Nicole Sanservino
Crystal Sauder
Katie Saunders
Amy Schaeffer

Justin Schafer
Annah Schick
Claire Schmidt
Autumn Schmitz
Richard Schneider
Rachel Schramm

Nichole Schuitema
Val Seehafer
Clay Selby
Anamar Serrano
Darcie Sharrow
Spencer Shattuck

Katy Shaw
Tyler Sherwood
Hannah Shiner
Morgan Shride
Kevin Siciak
Bre Sikes
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SOPHOMORES

Amarii Sims
Bri Skelton
Matt Slack
Kaytlynn Sladek
Shelby Small
Ben Smith

Jasmine Smith
Kaleb Smith
Kemauri Smith
Reed Smith
Regan Smith
Brad Soendlin

Lauren Soller
Jimmy Southerland
David Spear
Matthew Spear
Trevor Speer
Marena Stair

Lauren Stancle
Taylor Stark
Amber Stevens
Philip Steward
Kyce Stewart
Austin Stillman

Jessie Stone
Michaella Stone
Corrie Stout
Kaitlyn Strand
James Strid
Sarah Struck

Jonah Sunderland
Todd Suttor
Meg Swanson
Jill Sylvester
Kelsey Tachick
Honomi Takizawa
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Jessica Tarchala
Ryan Thompson
Parker Tibbs
Debora Timmer
Alex Tolley
Alexis Trevino

Jacob Tripp
Emily Troemel
Amanda Van Houten
Shannon VandeBunte
Kimberly VanderPloeg
Jacob Vangore

Christina Vaughan
Emily Veach
Michael Vega
Daniel Villagomez
Alexis Wade
Cameron Walker

Jamal Wallace
Michael Warner
Tori Watland
Gabby Weitzel
Baxter White
Sarah White

Shaelynn White
Ciara W ichtner
Joe Wickes
Hannah Williams
Jayna Williamson
C onnor Willis

Jenelle Wilson
Noah Wilson
Seth Wilson
Joy Wilson-Muncie
Summer Wooden
Staci Woolley
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SOPHOMORES

Logan Wright
Isabella Zach
Allie Zalinski
Jonathan Zatorski
Brianna Zehr
Raegan Zelaya

Sophia Zelenka
Jasmine Zenobia
Sarah Zornes
Pola Zuniga
Rachel Zwartz
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"M eeting one o f m y best
friends is the best thing to
happen to me so far."
-A d a lyn M oorehead &
Alyssa Adam s

“ I believe that everyone
teaches and learns. I kno w
that w e m eet the right people
at the right m om e nt fo r a
right reason. The tim in g o f
Cod is perfect, and there is a
purpose. W h e n w e are done
teaching and learning w e have
to m ove on, but if w e have
som ething new to teach and
learn w e w ill alw ays com e
back to the same place and
people. M y advice w o u ld be:
Achieve yo u r dream s, do not
let anyone o r anything stop
you -w o rk hard and even
harder in ord er to get them.
Even ify o u have conquered
them , keep succeeding. Have
big dreams, full dreams,
not half dream s. Make the
sm allest decisions w ith yo u r
head and the big decisions
w ith yo u r heart. Live w ith no
regrets, and sim p ly be happy!
Cod loves y o u !”
-M isael Jovany Lopez Garcia

"W hen I was fourteen years
old, I was asked to lead a
group of candidates for the
Boy Scout honor society on
trip into the woods for a night.
They handed me a tiki torch, a
map, and pointed at a path. So
I set out into w hat seemed like
the darkest night, and led this
group o f about forty people of
varying ages to our first stop
of the night. I looked down at
the map. and realized I had led
these people tw enty minutes in
the w rong direction. My heart
sank down to my stomach. I
turned around and reluctantly
and embarrassingly let
everyone know that I had made
a wrong turn. Even though the
candidates were not allowed to
speak, I heard some w ords that
I w ouldn't ever repeat let alone
w rite down. Some say you can
learn a lot from people who
are really good at leading, and
that's true. However, I think that
you can learn w ay more from
a terrible leader. Learning w hat
not to do is just as im portant as
learning w hat to do. I learned
a lot from that experience and
while it was awkward and
embarrassing, it was valuable
nonetheless.”
-Tommy Lambrecht

-

-

“ Live as sim p ly and w ith
as m uch op tim ism as
you can. Having the right
m indset and attitude is
critical w h en it com es to
living jo yfu lly.”
-Jenna W iggins

FRESHMEN
Zach Ackerman
Jessica Ackman
Alyssa Adams
Ellie Adamson
Jake Adkins
Anastasia Admussen

Junior Alcala
Aimee Allcock
Sarah Alvord
Anastasia Andersen
Adrienne Anderson
Lexi Anderson

Josh Anderson
Kaitlin Anderson
Konnor Anderson
Caroline Andrade
Carolina Archer
Christina Armbrester

Samantha Arnhold
Jasmine Arreola
Christine Ayabe
Zachary Bachman
Hannah Bacon
Meghan Bader

Savaun Badiac
Brooke Bahr
Emily Bahr
Grant Bailey
Richmond Bailey
Jaylah Baker

Kristen Baker
Sarah Barker
Austin Barron
Solomon Barwegen
Devin Battice
Mallory Bauer
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FRESHMEN

Brooke Baumgartner
Laura Bechtel
Emily Becker
Allison Beecher
Amy Beers
Riley Behney

Aaron Benda
Daniel Bennett
Helen Berdebes
Cecily Best
Alessandra Beth
Diara Black

Regan Blank
Corey Blanton
Kyla Bledsoe
Tyler Blue
Noah Blunier
Lea Bock

W yatt Bol
Eleke Bonsi
Grace Bortner
Joel Boser
Alicia Bosman
Ryley Bowen

Michael Brezinski
Adam Brickner
Moriah Bridgeforth
Taryn Brinkman
Jeff Britton
Kara Brock

Kiley Bronke
Austin Brown
Grant Brown
Jacki Brown
Nathan Brown
Brenden Buhro
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Ailis Bull
Andre Buller
Kayla Bulthuis
Mark Buren
Jared Burke
Shekinah Burton

Alvy Butler
Kyle Butler
Bethany Bysina
Luis Calderon
Weston Callow
Xavier Camp

Ryan Campbell
Ben Camphouse
Tyler Cannon
Jessica Carara
Alyssa Carl
Maggie Carnahan

Andrew Caron
Emily Carstens
Denise Casali
Manuela Castillo
Jessica Catalan Jimenez
Alex Cavanah

Abigail Chamberlin
Stephanie Chapman
Maricruz Chavez-Zepeda
Kevin Cheney
Katie Chennault
Aaron Chess

Michael Chirkina
Kena Christopher
Cassi Ciganek
Alex Clark
Anna Clark
Jacob Clark
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FRESHMEN

Kate Clark
Levi Clark
Davis Clay
Julie Cline
Caleb Coe
Abby Colbert

McKenna Conforti
Davion Conley
Taylor Conroy
Kelley Coser
Hannah Costa
Caleb Couchenour

Jenny Cox
Laura Cox
Zac Craig
Tori Crocker
Emily Crum
Josh Dale

Drake Daniels
Bailey Darnell
Micah Dascenzo
Alexandria Davis
Kaley Davis
Kelsie Davis

Kylie Davis
Tyler Davis
Hana Daws
Taylor Dawson
Curtis Dayton
Scarlin De la Cruz

Jorian Defelice
Jordan Defries
Rachel Degrane
Taylor Delbridge
Nikelle Delgado
Noah Dellamater

SO U L
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Austin Denning
Morgan Depatis
Evan Dexter
Alexander DeYoung
Benjamin DeYoung
Alexis Diaz

Haley Dickey
Christina Dingman
Amelia Discher
Matthew Doherty
Cole Doolittle
Jennifer Doran

Conner Dowd
Hannah Drewes
Jennafer Drohan
Katherine Druse
Sara Duncan
Christian Dunning

Caleb Durbin
Molly Dwyer
Colton Ebbens
Stephanie Eby
Nichole Edwards
David Ellis

Matthew Ellis
Drew Else
Christina Elwood
Haley Emmert
Alyssa Engel
Karianne Engels

Stephen Erutti
Samuel Eutsey
Jamey Evans
Hannah Everson
Alex Ewalt
Hannah Ewoldt
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FRESHMEN

Kelsey Feldner
Elise Fetzer
Josie Fickes
Nick Fiene
Emily File
Katie Finnerty

Bailey Fleming
Caitlin Fletcher
Jasmin Folkers
Bethany Forbes
Jacob Forbess
Vanessa Fosco

Philip Fox
Tori Fox
Alyssa Franklin
Andrew Franklin
John Franklin
Jessica Frazier

Brett Freeman
Alexander Freytes
Noah Friesen
Emily Frost
Abbigail Fultz
Josh Galbraith

Gaby Gall
Julian Garner
Elisabeth Garratt
Andy Gemmaka
Brooke Gentille
Joshua Genz

Jenna George
Sheila Gifford
Vera Ginter
Kennedy Gladding
Alexis Goetsch
Makenzie Gonzales
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Felipe Gonzalez
Cole Goodrich
Kyle Gorman
Tyler Goscha
Bailey Goss
Imara Granera

Erin Gray
Cassi Green
Dontinique Green
Jordan Gregory
Courtney Griffin
Michael Grimm

Maddie Griwac
Brandon Grossi
Johnathan Grosvenor
Sarai Guerrero
Grant Guimond
Erin Gurley

Avery Gutwein
Katy Guzman
Abby Haaksma
Stephanie Habel
Logan Haessig
Haley Hall

Robert Hall
Joe Halm
Jacob Hamachek
Katie Hamel
Christian Hamilton
Katherine Harnisch

Karissa Harrell
Dariyan Harris
Baylee Harrison
Michaela Hart
Joshua Hayag
Bradley Hazelwood
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FRESHMEN

Cody Heaton
Kailor Hecox
Tyler Hedrick
Brittany Heidenreich
Emily Henderson
Amanda Hertz

Amanda Hidalgo
Grace Higgins
Jacob Hildebrandt
Anne Hill
Jake Hill
Savanna Hillegass

Trent Hillier
Zachary Hirst
Christian Hocquard
Gabriele Hodge
Ashley Hodges
Will Hohn

Princess Holmes
Chloe Homco
Ethan Howard
Rachel Howell
W hitney Hunt
Heidi Hurula

Michael Hyde
Miles Hyde
Nika llavska
Blake Inglis
Derek Iwema
Carly Jackson

mm

Lizzie Jackson
Shelby Jackson
Diana Jacob
Shelby Jensen
Melody Jentsch
Calan Johnson

SO U L

2 69

Christy Johnson
Tre Johnson
Jahiyla
Kaylee
Nessly
Sarah

Johnson
Johnson
Johnson
Johnson

Soren Johnson
Sydney Johnson
Taylor Johnson
Joshua Johnston
Brandon Jones
Hannah Jones

Tabitha Joyner
Marlena Kalafut
Ashley Kamholz
Taylor Kanofsky
Logan Katsetos
Mercedes Keith

Zachary Kennell
Erin Kenney
Jessie Kilbride
Robert Killion
Nathan King
Alexis Kissee

Elisa Klaassen
Sam Klauba
Savannah Ko
Kaitlin Kober
Bella Koenig
David Kok

Ryan Krohne
Jon Krumsieg
Trey Krygsheld
Cory Kucey
Chris Kuiper
Emma Kuntz
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FRESHMEN
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Daniel Kuruvilla
Daniil Kuzmin
Stephen Kwiatkowski
Miriam Laffoon
Ashley Lafond
Tommy Lambrecht

Stephanie Lang
Nick Larke
Bethany Larson
Devon Laubscher
Ben Lavin
Lexi Leach

Jess Learned
Michelle Leth
Connor Letts
Malachi Lewis
Michael Lewis
Camden Lindell

Hannah Lindsay
Sydnee Lipp
Stephen Lockwood
Tatiana Long
Misael Lopez
Samantha Lopez

Jackson Loudermilk
Joshua Loudermilk
Jo’el Lundahl
W insome Maddock
Kira Madl
Ryan Manes

Taylor Manley
Andrew Mann
Kenrick Manswell
Raymond Marquez
Austen Marshall
Austin Martin
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Hannah Martin
Landon Martin
Abel Martinez
Alfonso Martinez Garcia
Josue Martinez-Santa
John Mathy

Joey Matrisciano
Cheyenne Mau
Camrie Maxon
Alisa Maxwell
Donaven Mayer
Timmy Mayotte

Karissa McBride
Savannah McCafferty
Hannah McCall
Jordan McCool
Dovie McCorkel
Erick McCree

Sydney McCright
Hannah McDivitt
Grace McDonough
Meghan McGowan
Tommy McGuire
Kyle McNamara

Nicole Medina
Mackenzie Mehaffey
Meghan Meiner
Micah Melton
Alexis Meridith
Jacquelyn Merki

Maria Meyer
Ali Mickelson
Charles Miller
Faith Miller
Jake Miller
Jamie Miller
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Jensina Miller
Mia Miller
Ryan Mills
Alicia Milton
Mattheus Mitchel
Connor Mix

Lauren Mohler
Jorge Moises
Adalyn Moorehead
Amanda Moran
Kaylie Moritz
Jeanette Morris

Megan Morris
Madison Morrison
Christina Mullin
Nick Munao
Tessa Murphy
Cailey Myers

Ashley Nagel
Brittany Neal
Matthew Neal
Rachel Nelson-Frierson
Brennan Nemec
Phoenix Nemec

Sam Nichols
Cici Nienhuis
Jacob Norton
Nick Novacek
Nati Nuzzi
Sarah O ’Dell

Abbey Ogden
Brooklynne Ogden
Joey Olson
Sarah Ortman
Chelsea Pacholski
Patrick Palmer
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Sarah Parkison
Olivia Parks
Carlie Parpart
Lindsay Parpart
Olivia Parrott
Michael Patterson

Justus Pedrero
Emma Peebles
Sophia Perea
Eunice Perez
Hailee Perkins
Brock Perry

Ashley Persinger
Connor Pestka
Kenneth Peters
Makaila Peters
Luke Peterson
Madi Pettet

Brian Pfaff
Tanner Philipps
Taylor Phillips
Jenna Philson
Megan Pichaske
Charles Pickett

Melissa Pickett
Nicole Pilbeam
Stephen Plopper
Cheyenne Ploskonka
Nicole Pope
Suzanna Postma

Emily Powell
Emily Prium
Zackary Pruim
Derek Racek
Kaylee Rademacher
Max Radosevich
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David Raeburn
Tommy Rankin
Francesca Rebesco
Keegan Reckinger
Annie Redden
Gregory Redwinski

rV J f
Briana Reist
Stephanie Renner
Michael Resciniti
Daniel Reyes
Daniel Reyes
Sierra Rhodes

Carter Richardson
John Richardson
Joseph Richter
Nicholle Riley
Sierra Riley
Jezri Rinehart

Abigail Rister
Della Ritter
Susanna Ritter
William Ritter
Andrew Rivera
Amanda Roache

Emily Roat
Matthew Robart
Will Roberts
Brandon Robertson
Cody Robinson
Lluvia Robledo

Grant Ross
Melissa Rounds
Nicholas Rumke
Ellie Sammons
Lauren Sanchez
Erica Sandtorv
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Joshua Schien
Jessica Schmidt
Lauren Schneider
Katy Schultz
Samantha Schultz
Joshua Schurman

H »r v i•J

Grace Schwegel
Lindsay Scott
Olivia Shank
Dan Shear
Libby Sherwood
Sara Shipp

Katelyn Sides
Kayla Siemers
Mattie Sills
Kelsey Simmonds
Zach Simmonds
Elizabeth Sinning

Josh Skinner
Tori Skrebunas
Emily Sluyter
April Smith
Jenn Smith
Walker Smith

Danielle Snuckel
Susan Soda
Samantha Sookdeosingh
Kellie Sparks
Holly Spencer
Austin Stafford

Jarrett Stalinger
Taylor Stamper
Emily Steele
Mallory Stemple
Lydia Stephens
Tyler Steppe
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Sam Steward
Elijah Stokes
Demetra Strain
Devin Sturm
Rachel Sumner
Elijah Svoboda

Julia Swanson
Jenna Tackaberry
Jordan Talbott
Zachary Tamez
Brittany Tapp
Hannah Taylor

Charles Taylor IV
Maddy Tengblad
Caytlin Terrill
Lexi Thill
Cassie Thomas
Jared Thomas

Bethany Thompson
Emily Thompson
Hoily Thompson
Matthew Thomson
Kayla Thornton
Zach Thorp

Jamie Throop
Tyler Timmer
Benjamin Toberman
Rachel Tobey
Abby Toepper
Krista Tolley

Kyle Trojan
Courtney Troyer
Zach Troyer
Carmen Trus
Tiana Tucker-Esparza
Nora Turner
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Jake Tuttle
Zach Tuxhom
Ellie Urish
Joey Vaccaro
Vanessa Van Oost
Courtney Van Ryn

Jon Van Til
Courtney Vande Vorde
Emma Vandermark
Leah Vanderwall
Emily Vankuren
Savannah Vanmullen

Christina Vargas
Haley Vaughan
Marckus Vazquez
Andrea Vega
Tabitha Voicu
Cassie Wade

Lucas Ward
Matthew Ward
Chase Waterbury
Abigail Webster
Christian W ebster
Boston Weddle

Madalyn Wegley
Molly W heeler
Joelle White
Karalee White
Hailey Widder
George Widdowson

Amanda Wiegers
Paige W iesner
Reagan Wigboldy
Jenna Wiggins
Sarah Willging
Brady Williams
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Destinee Williams
Gaby Williams
Jasmine Williams
Jawan Williams
Lateefah Williams
Tyler Wilson

Matthew Winkelmann
Morgan Winkler
Nicole Winters
Karina Wise
Daniel Wiseman
Danielle Wojciechowski

Isabella Wolf
Jaymee Wolfe
Aaron Wolff
Josh Woodard
Zach Woodford
Grayson Woods

Rebecca Woods
Abby Wright
Emily Yantes
Cara Yavaliollah
Caleb Yip
Hannah Young

Mikayla Young
Emma Yourdon
Samantha Zahrobsky
Alejandra Zamudio
Haleigh Zorn
Kimberly Zralka
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Title
Opening
Dedication
Dr. Bow ling
A-Team /B oard ofTrustees
LIFE
Feature
M ove In
Block Party
A thle tic C om petition
W a c k y Games
V ariety Show
Color Run
H om ecom ing W eek
Coronation
CYLA || M arathon
Candy Costum e
Mr. ONU
Christm as Party
FAITH
Feature
Chapel II Revival
UCM || Disciplers
Best Buddies || Evangels
Mission Possible || FCA
Spiritual Life II Letter
Prayer W a rrio rs II Life S upport
Party W ith Jesus
HeArt || Heart fo r Missions
MIA
Habitat fo r H um anity || SOS
FELLOWSHIP
Feature
Residential Life
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Congratulations Illinois District

ONU Students
May your leadership impact,influence
and inspire othersfor Christ!
Dr. Jim Kraemer, District Superintendent
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The Michigan District exists to assist and encourage our local churches in their mission
of making Christ-like disciples.

C1NAZ IS SO

PROUD

OF YOU!
BALDYGA, ASHLEY

LAYMAN, RENEE

BENDA, AARON

MANGANIELLO, ANDREW

BLAUW, RYAN

ORSENO, HEATHER

BROWN, AUSTIN

RIVERA, NICK

CEBULSKI, ERICA

TABISZ, KATIE

EBY, STEPHANIE

TABISZ, KELLY

FIRST CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE
12725 BELL ROAD
LEMONT IL 60439
708.349.0454
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Northwest Indiana District
Church of the Nazarene
We are proud of our
Northwest Indiana Olivetians!
Rev. David E. Bartley
District Superintendent
ONU T ru ste e s - Ralph Bright, M ark H ostetler, Cyndi M cD onald, Lisa Ulrich
D istrict A dvisory Board - Rev. Ron Richm ond, Rev. David Leeder, Rev. G regg Davis,
Rev. Jerem y Van Kley, Janet Bishop, Rachel Kuhn, J e ff H ostetler, D eW ayne D oty
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conGRmuLfiTions
2016 OEI GRADUATES!
Dr. John Bowling & NEI Trustees
District Superintendent - Dr. David G. Roland
Dr. Philip C. Rogers, Mrs. Darcy Dill,
Mr. Mark Bennett, Rev. Gary Cable,
Mr. Dale Hawkins, & Rev. Jim Ballenger
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TO THE READER: As y o u ’ve flip pe d through these pages, w e hope m em ories o f the
LOVE and LIFE that filled this un ive rsity have floo de d y o u r m ind. W e created this
book fo r you and ultim ately fo r the glory o f Cod. Thank y ou fo r sharing y o u r stories,
passions and in d ivid u a lity w ith us and, m ore im p ortan tly, w ith the w o rld . You w e re our
inspiration and m otivation, and you have tru ly left an eternal legacy, nothing sho rt o f

authentic.
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